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OH 



MEMOIRS OF A GREEK. 



CHAPTER I. 

xEOii the brilliant descriptions given me of the 
celebrated Masr/ of the kalish^ that runs through 
its centre, and of the birkets^ that adorn its out- 
ddrts, I expected, if not an earthly, at least an 
aquatic paradise. On first reaching this Taunted 
dty, I saw nothing but filth and ruins on the oiit- 
^de, and jSlth and misery within. ** So much l*^ 
exdaimed I, thinking of Aly Tshawoosh, ^< for 
travellers tales T 

^^ So too,*^ said I, ^< echoed my companion the 
Caireeh, somewhat nettled, ^'on entering Stambool (^ 
" What ?** cried I in my turn, ** would you com- 
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pare Cairo with Constantinople ? Where can you 
find the least resemblance ? ' Is it between the vile 
swamps that here extend to the banks of the river, 
and the verdant hills which there rise from the 
very margin of the sea ? between the yellow muddy 
stream here treasured up for refreshment in half 
baked pitchers, and the crystal rills there gushing 
forth from golden foimtains? or finally between 
the smoke dried men, tatooed women, and blear- 
eyed bloated children of this overgrown beggarly 
place, and our population of patriarchs, of houries, 
and of cherubs ? In Constantinople the very ceme- 
teries of the dead look like portions of elisium ; here 
the habitations of the Uving already seem charnel- 
houses." 

^* With us each gem has its foil," observed drily 
my friend ; ^^ and we admire our beauties the more 
from the relief which that very circumstance gives 
them. Suspend your judgment on our comforts till • 
you see the palaces of our Beys.** 

This was not to be my destiny immediately. I 
had observed the haughty looks and gorgeous apparel 
of the meanest of the Mamlukes who condescended 
to mix among the populace ; and wished to avoid 
the privileged cast, until I might vife in my ap>. 
pearance at least with its minor members. I there- 
fore was content to sleep the first night at a khan; 
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ftnd the next morning prepared for presenting my 
letters. Keeping my fiiend Aly before my eyes as 
my model, I put on my gftye&t attire ; and vfhen 
fully equipped for my visit, viewed myself in a 
looking glass with such complacency, that I began 
at last to apprehend the fate of Narcissus ; and for 
fearof catching the evil eye froin myself, tried to 
spit in my own face :^ deeming an extraordinary 
case to require an extraordinary remedy* 

This exploit performed—^ not without some 
labour — I sallied forth, feeling quite secure as to 
what might happen. A fellow in the street, himself 
totally blind, shewed me the way to Suleiman^s 
palace, on the lake Yusbekieh.^ The grandeur of 
its portal, far from damping my confidence ratlier 
elevated my pridey by promising a theatre worthy 
of my amUtion. Bounding like a ball, I ascended 
its spacious N stairs, paced the long gallery, and 
entered the hall of audience. Perceiving the Bey, 
seated in the angle of his sofa at the upper end of 
the room, I boldly advanced, — ^retorting the super- 
cilious and scrutimzing looks of the gay youths 
who lined tlie passage, — ^and when near their patron^ 
put my hand to the ground, to my forehead and 
my lips, and presented my credentiials with every 
possible grace. 
Throughout the East^ grandees, when fos^ 
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addressed, preserve an impenetrable countenance. 
Their internal emotions lie concealed under a mask 
of iron. Thus they avoid committing themselyes, 
as they must, in some measure do, were they even 
to express the reverse of what they feel. Still I 
fancied I could discern athwart the Bey's immove- 
*le fe«u», .«* «> tapr^ic prodLd by m, 
£rst address, as I had no reason to repine at. 
Once or twice, while one of his eyes affected most 
diligently to run over the recommendatory lines, I 
caught the other straying from the paper, and 
steaUng a sly survey of my person, with an air of 
most enooura^g approbation. Having at last,— 
apparently with great toil, — completed the perusal 
of the loi^ epistle, Suleiman laid it by him on the 
sofa, wiped his face, and bade me welcome. '< My 
friend Othman Bey,^ said he, moving his little 
hands in unison with his speech, *^ describes you as 
possessed of valuable talents, and I feel anxious to 
acquire a daim to your services. Unfortunately,'^ 
added he in a lower tone, after beckoning to his 
attendants to retire out of hearing, '^ our Mam- 
lukes, with all their excdlent qualities, are somCi- 
what addicted to idlaiess, to deceit, and to treache^ 
ry, and extremely jealous of all whom they look 
upon as intruders : nor dare we openly brave these 
little weaknesses, or confer on a stranger what 
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these our adopted children consider as their rightful 
honors. Indeed, the stxtinger himself would soon 
have cause to rue the unavailing favor. I therefore 
do not immediately give you in my house a definite 
office. But stay as a guest, a friend, a household 
counsellor ; and in time the thing may be managed. 
God be praised, you are not at least a native Turk! 
Like us you are an Islamite from choice. 

After this little preamble the Bey proceeded to 
try me on the nature and extent of my acquire^ 
ments; and a3 he was not sorry that his Mam* 
lukes should have an opportunity of witnessing his 
own vast erudition, he made signs to them to re- 
turn within hearing distance, during the examina- 
tion. An Italian missionary had once ^ven him a 
dictionary, as a book replete with short and pithy 
stones ; and in its sedulous perusal the Bey had 
contrived to pick up a considerable assortment of 
technical terms of art and science, which he em- 
ployed as it pleased Providence. Of the thmgs 
themselves whose appellations he had learnt, he 
seemed to have no more idea than the huge 
Angora cat which sat purring by his side ; and an 
elementary chaos of astronomy, tactics, geography, 
mythology and medicine, all huddled together at 
random in his brain, flowed in most picturesque 
oonfiision from his lips. Extensive therefore as 
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certainly was the general outline of his attidnments, 
it still left me room to fill up a few intervening 
blanks, in such a way as to give a very favorable 
opinion of my own knowledge; without however 
presuming so far on its superiority as to inform his 
Highness point blank that England, for instance, 
lay not contiguous to India,— as he had imagined 
from their constant warfare ; or that Voltaire had 
never been Pope of Rome, — as he had inferred from 
the frequent juxtapositions of these personages in 
his missionary's anecdotes. With all this forbearance, 
however, my course of practical education at the 
arsenal, joined to the speculative topics I had heard 
discussed at Pera, still enabled me to pass myself 
off in the meridian of Cairo for a youth of no 
common accomplishments; and at every answer 
I gave to Suleiman's subtle queries, he failed not to 
assume a profound look, and, after some little ap- 
parent meditation, to exclaim in an emphatic tone 
" good, very good, excellent, admirable ! In time 
you will know as much as I do !" The only thing 
which seemed to give a little offence was my af&rm* 
ing peremptorily that the earth revolved round the 
' sun, and not the sun round the earth. At this 
bold assertion, so contrary to my usual caution, the 
Bey looked as if he suspected me of a design to 
play upon his credulity ; and I could only get out 
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of the difficulty into which my pride of learning 
had led me^ by assuring him that it was among us 
a very common belief; which he sdll kept wonder- 
ing that so sendble a fellow as I seemed should 
have adopted. 

When satisfied with the exalted idea which he 
doubted not he had given me of his own proficiency 
m learned and foreign lore, Suleiman by degrees 
descended to more familiar topics ; and I now was 
surprised in my turn to find a man. so utterly igno- 
rant in matters of general information, at the same 
time so much at home in all that concerned the 
immediate interests of his country and station. 
But, like many other people, the Bey prized hia 
knowledge in proportion to its rarity, and seemed 
to value most that of which he possessed the least 
He threw out all his questions about the politics of 
the Porte in so careless a manner, and seemed so 
little to heed my answers, that an indifferent by- 
stander would have sworn the most vital sulgects 
to Suleiman were just those which he cared least 
about He at last concluded lus long string of 
queries with die affairs of Christendom. ^^-You 
have been lo'ng at Stambool," was his prefatory 
sentence : '^ and dierefore cannot fail to know all 
about Franguestan.^ What bone, pray, are those 
ChristiaD dpgs now contending for? Do tl^ey 
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think they possess enough upon the earth ? Or are 
they planning some expedition to the moon ? Blind 
as they be, poor creatures ! they seem not less 
busy than those tbsit can see ! And out of mere 
curiosity, one would sometimes like to know what 
is passing in a mole-hill." 

Book-learning might afford a pretty pastime ; but 
with a race like the Mamlukes, whose chiefs, as well 
as meanest individuals, were always required to be 
on the alert, and ready alike for attack, for defence, 
and fort retreat, skill in the exercise of the carbine, 
the pistol, and the sabre were the essential and in- 
dispensible qualifications of every candidate for pre^ 
fierment. In respect of these military accomplish* 
ments also Othman-Bey had in his letter mentioned 
me with praise ; but I clearly saw Suleiman take it 
for granted, that the same human being could not 
possess talents so oppoate and so varied. When 
therefore I begged permisdon to join the next day in 
the martial sports of his Mamlukes, be strongly tried 
to dissuade me^ lest I should only expose myself: 
but my perseverance conquered. He at last consent* 
ed, though evidently concerned at my obstinacy, and 
pitying my rashness. Not so his young Mamlukes ! 
They were delighted with anticipations of the sorry 
figure I should make among their expert and dash^ 
ing troc^ ; and significant glanoea drculated round 
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every part of the room. The morrow was to be a 
day of merriment. 

At the appointed hour on that morrow I went to 
the Bey's pahioe, and found the whole household 
assembled in the court-yard, ready to sally fcHrth. 
We soon marched out in grand procession; but 
when I enquired whither we were going, not a crear 
ture knew. The Beys are too fearful to trust their 
followers with so important a secret Not until the 
whole party is turned adrift in the fields does the 
serrah, or domestic charged with the camp appara* 
tus, receive intelligence of the destined halting place. 
Off he then sets, on his dromedary, to make his 
preparations : the rest follow with loud clamour ; 
and when the place of destination is reached, the 
Hamlukes immediately dispose themselves in a spa- 
dous ring round the ground. 

The Koobbet-eLhaue proved to be the spot 
selected. And I suspected the Bey of a secret wish 
to verify his forebodings, when I understood it to be 
the most trying ground for martial exercises in the 
neighbourhood of Cairo. In order to judge how it 
lay, to study the mode of play of the Mamlukes, 
and to form some estimate of their strength, I at firs£ 
hung back, as if not daring to join in the sports - 
but of coiurse, the less alacrity I showed the more I 
was pressed to expose myself. The youngsters knew. 
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they said, it was in sheer compassion upon thdir infe- 
riority, that I did not choose to come forward. But 
my backwardness would not serve me : I stood en- 
gaged, and my modesty must be put to the blush. 

As if only reluctantly urged on by these repeated 
jokes, I at last, in seeming trepidation, snatched up 
a djereed ; and in order to render my incapacity 
the more palpable, the most indifferent performer of 
the set was pitted against me. Off Went my adver- 
sary's staff ! Spite of my indifferent steed, I avoided 
the blow, and the harmless stick only rmsed a cloud 
of dust. All wondered at my escape. In my turn 
I flung the wooden weapon, but not with similar 
effect. Its reached its destination, and most une- 
quivocally delivered its errand. The astonishment 
of the spectators redoubled, and my antagonist 
limped in rage out of the circle. The rest of his 
companions now began to suspect that it was not a 
tyro's task to contend with the new comer. The 
more skilful players took their turn. They had 
little better success ; and the first exclamations of 
surprise gradually subsided in speechless disappoint- 
ment and dismay. Every voice was hushed, and 
every lip bleeding with bites of vexation. 

I had the good fortune to shew equal dexterity 
in the use of the pistol and the sabre. T^he jar 
^ew in pieces^ and the felt was cut through and 
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through. In the Eoobbet-el-haue at Cairo I thus 
first reaped the fruits of the exercises performed 
in the Oc-Meidan of Constantinople, and the me- 
lancholy that produced the exploits in the one, led 
to the triumph that resulted from the feats in the 
other. So high in an instant rose my reputation 
that the Bey himself proposed to try his hand 
against me. I had heard him described as an in- 
different performer. I could haVe no doubt that, 
equal to Suleiiiian'^s ablest Mamlukes, I had little to 
£ear from their master. Yet did every person pre- 
sent seem to revive at . the bare proposal of the 
match. <^ How b this ?^ thought I : but a moment's 
thought gave me the due to the phenomenon. <^ Ah 
rogues," I inwardly exclaimed : " To see me vic- 
torious is now precisely what you wish for, in order 
that I may irretrievably lose the favor of the Bey. 
But take leave of your hopes ! Selim not only 
knows when to play well, but also when to play ill; " 
and in fact, I took such uncommon pains for this 
prudent purpose, that, on quitting the field, Sulei- 
man pronounced me by far the best player next to 
himself he knew in Cairo, and the one he liked 
most to engage with ; and, on returning home, defi- 
nitively took me into his service. Fearful, however, 
of putting me at once on the footing of the favored 
last, he placed me fer the present among his se- 
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ratches.^ My salary ivas trifling ; but who ainong 
the followers of Beys of Egypt depended upon his 
wages for his emolument ? 

Suleiman possessed, in addition to the numerous 
Mamluke sprigs ingrafted upon the family tree, 
one'male, and sundry female suckers, directly sprung 
from the stock. To his female offspring Suleiman 
seemed attached: The male shoot no one could accuse 
him of spoiling by excess of fondness. He considered 
the Bey-Zade as a perfect cipher. Seldom he 
deigned to enquire after his health : never to de- 
mand his presence. **What interest," would he 
say, ^^caii I take in a plant on which all culture is 
thrown away ? Why cherish a reed, too feeble to 
support my encreasing age ? . What I lay out on a 
conceited idiot, who forgets his deficiencies only to 
remember his birth, I lay out to utter loss : I even 
expend it without reaping empty thanks ! Are not 
then my gifts more wisely bestowed on men whom 
I cherish for their intrinsic merit, and who reward 
me with their gratitude ?^' To this mode of reason- 
ing, I, for one, could not possibly object ! 

Various were the sorts of merit , which, in the 
eyes of my patron, took precedence of kindred. 
Valor, capacity, zeal, each obtained their share of 
superior esteem : but the quality rated above all 
others was a pair of ruddy cheeks. Among many 
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other instances of their paramount influence, a 
pung fellow from Odesch^ remarkable for his stu- 
pidity and peevishness, had just superseded in the 
Bey^ favor, and in the place of Tchibookdjee,' a 
Georgian esteemed for his good qualities by all his 
companions ; and that, for no other earthly reason 
which any one could discover, except that his face 
looked like a ripe October peach. Suleiman himself 
saw nothing singular in this fancy. ^' People," he 
said, ^' value a tulip, a shawl, a ruby, a canary-bird, 
ahorse, for the brightness of their hue : they dress 
up their domestics in the gaudiest colors ! Why 
then should they not be as particular about their 
faces ? and choose their attendants by the same rule 
as their flower-pots ; since both alike are destined to 
furnish their chamber ! For my part, it is my de- 
light, when I cast my eyes around, to view a* long 
row of handsome busts ; and I think I may be 
permitted to be as fastidious about the hue of my 
pages, as my neighbour Ayoob is about that of his 
pipe-stidcs !^ 

Fortunately, the new comer possessed not in his 
complexion wherewithal to make any very valuable 
addition to Suleiman^s collection, as it must have 
kept me at home much oftener than I liked, for fear 
of spoiling the set. So far from mine being any 
longer pure and primitive criors, they were rather 
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become neutral tints, and such as could not, by their 
absence, leave the smallest sensible gap in the Bey's 
prismatic scale. Scarce a day therefore passed with- 
out my allowing myself— in company with some of the 
younger Mamlukes of our house— lime to visit Maal*' 
lim'^ Ibrahim, Maallim Yacoob, Maallim Yoossef, or 
^me other of the Maallims, or writers of the Coobtic 
persuasion, who lived r6und theYusbekieh. They as- 
sisted us in keeping up some of our good old Christian 
customs ; for they never would let us depart without 
reviving our spirits with a few glasses of rakie : ^^ in 
order,^ they said, ^' to keep out of our stomachs all 
the water that surrounded us.'' This good purpose 
however, they sometimes overshot ; for one evening 
my companion and myself took so copious a dose of 
the antidote, that on returning home, we no longer 
could distinguish the path from the canal that ran 
alongside of it ; and so fell into the ditch, which was 
full to the brink. My companion first pulled me 
in, and I afterwards pulled him out; and he 
felt so thankful for this trifling compliment, that 
from that moment we became sworn friends. Some 
of the other Mamlukes, indeed, wished to sow the 
deeds of discord between us ; but in vain they tried 
to damp the ardor of an attachment begun in a 
£tch. 

Rashooan was my cotnrade's name: Gurgbtan 
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his country. He possessed in an eminent degree aQ 
the qualities in which Mamlukes excel. Equally 
active and vigorous, he could break the most unruly 
horse; leaped a 'ditch (when sober) with the agility 
of a deer ; brought his steed to a dead stand in the 
midst of the swiftest race ; and wielded with equal 
dexterity, the scimitar, the musket, and the pistol. 

One day I found him describing in glowing terms 
to a knot of his companions the glories of his native 
soil. Its flowers, fruits, verdure, streams, men, wo^ 
men, and even, I think, tobacco-stoppers, were, ac- 
cording to his account, positively of a different nature 
from those of every other country ; and could he but 
once more behold this land of wonders, he would 
resign his breath contented ! ^^ I did not know, Ras- 
hooan,'' said I, when the party separated, *^ that you 
so grievously regretted your native country.^ " Nor 
I neither,'' was his answer ; " and between ourselves, 
I pray to God every morning that I may never see 
it again. Fine horses, rich caparisons, costly armour, 
sumptuous apparel, Egyptian grooms, and Negro 
8layes,-would be a sad exchange for a life of hard 
labour and poverty ; and for what purpose ? Only to 
find myself forgotton by my parents, and recognized 
by nobody but a landlord who would sell me again ! 
I have lost my relish for simplicity, and am weaned 
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from my mother nature. But it is not amiss^ 
now and then, to remind these pert coxcombs that 
they are only savages, and that I am a Georgian.'* 

Scarce had Rashooan uttered these words, when 
two or three of Suleiman^s younger Mamlukes 
came running to us, and addressing my friend, 
said: ** Either something very good, or very bad, 
is hanging over you. We havaleft Othman Eaichef 
dosetcd with the Bey, and you are the theme of their 
discourse. Both repeated ^uur name frequently 
mth con^derable vehemence." "Ah!" answered Ras- 
hooan, " if any thing extraordinary awaits me, it is 
sure to be bad. I never was fortunate myself; nor 
ever brought good fortune to others! When a boy 
I was sent among the Eabardahs. Kind people ! 
My host adopted me as his child ; his wife sealed 
the act with the milk from her own breast ; and his 
sons swore to treat me as a brother. What was the 
consequence ? Tartars carried me off, my adopted 
kinsmen fell in my defence, and I was told to the 
Turks. I now am a slave by habit as well as from 
necessity, and no longer wish to be free : the chance 
therefore is that I am doomed to have my liberty.^' 

Other Mamlukes now brought Rashooan word 
that his presence was commanded. Sighing he 
vent, and in about half an hour returned to us 
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with a countenance clouded by sadness, ^* Selim,^ 
said he, " I leave you : for ever I must leave the 
house of Suleiman." 

" What motive,'^ cried I, " can induce the Bey 
to part with a favorite ?^ 

" Listen,^ answered Rashooan. " Othman kiachef 
had an elder brother in Georgia, settled at a distant 
place. The kiachef has just discovered that I am 
that brother^s son. He has consequently requested . 
of Suleiman to purchase me. But, as you may 
suppose, our patron did not think himself war- 
ranted by any circumstance, however singular, to 
listen to the proposal. ^^ Such a disgrace,*^ cried 
he, <* as that of bartering my Mamluke for money, 
shall lie neither on his head nor on mine. Sulei- 
man may inflict death on an undutiful son, but his 
enemies shall never say ^^ he exchanged him for 
gold r 

*' Otbman upon this looked exceedingly dejected, 
and Suleiman for awhile seemed rather, to enjoy his 
distress. At last he proceeded thus : *' since, how- 
ever, Rashooan is your nephew, God forbid I 
should keep him from his uncle's longing arms. 
Receive the young man as my gift, and let the 
donor ever remain near your heart.^ 

" Othman," pursued the Georgian, " would fain 
have excused himself from accepting me in the 
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burthensome form of a present; but unable to 
obtain his nephew on any other terms, he submits. 
I therefore leave you ; I leave all that is dear to 
me! Tom in my childhood from my natural 
friends, I now in my youth am wrested from all 
my adoptive brethren. But the will of God be 
done!" 

We accompanied Rashooan back to the palace, 
where he took an affectionate leave of his patron 
and his friends. All regretted the young Mamluke 
ancerely ; and Suleiman himself appeared greatly 
moved. Little did he foresee what luck his gift 
one day would bring him ! 

The removal of Rashooan left me fewer induce- 
ments for rambling, and this was fortunate; for 
every day the Bey pould less endure my absence. 
I was his cyclopaedia, and whatever puzzled his 
sagacious brain — whether a paragraph on Egypt 
in an old Vienna gazette, or the site of Cairo in a 
worn-out Numbergmap ; whether the arran^ng of 
a microscope presented by a traveller, or the telling 
of the weather by a barometer extorted from a Jew ; 
whether the construcdon of a barge, or the design 
of a keoschk — ^11 was referred to me, as to the 
oracle in chief: so that many a time, when there 
occurred what seemed inexplicable riddles to Mam- 
luke intellects, I could only escape my part of 
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(Edipus, by my insufficient proficiency in the lan- 
guage of the Egyptian sphinx ; and my ignorance 
of the Arabic saved my credit for information on 
many other subjects. The Bey, however, recom- 
mended me to the tuition of a schaich, bred in the 
college of El-Azhar;'* not doubting that, when 
once taught all the refinements of the Caireen idiom, 
I should no longer be at a loss for an answer on any 
topic whatsoever. He thought me a positive abyss 
of science ; and in truth it would have been diffi- 
cult to discover on what bottomed my knowledge. 
Whenever I feared that its want of solid founda^ 
tbn might become palpable, I diverted the Bey's 
attention by some piece of flattery. Not that I ever 
condescended to perform so inferior an office in the 
endless departments of adulation, as that of admi- 
nistring to Suleiman his daily dose of crude un- 
modified incense, which, in common with all other 
grandees, he had from long and inveterate habit 
come to regard— Uke his daily pill of opium — as an 
absolute necessary to his constitution ; insomuch 
that, while he could as little (Hspense with the praise 
as with the laudanum, he swallowed both alike only 
as a thing of course, and felt neither peculiar ex- 
hilaration &om the drug, nor gratitude toward the 
giver : — the task of preparing this insipid sprt of 
panegyric 1 1^ to the vulgar herd of atteudants. 
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Mine was the nicer office of exdting the Bey's 
appetite ere I gratified it, and of heightening the 
flavor of the destined draught by that little pre- 
vious fermentation which I often had found to give 
spirit to the flattest beverage. I therefore usually 
began by putting ray patron, througn means of 
some point blank contradiction, into a violent rage. 
To yield afterwards to the force aqd perspicuity of 
his arguments was perfectly irresistible : it gave at 
once the pleasure of surprise to his triumph, and 
the appearance of sincerity to my submission ! 

Such pains to please deserved a recompense, 
and they obtained it, but in a mode nearly as 
circuitous as that in which the reward had been 
earned. Seldom was Suleiman known to bestow a 
direct gift : what he usually granted to his favorites, 
was an opportunity of grinding other favorites 
already provided for, — of laying under contribution 
some dependant or client. He would send me, 
for instance, to inform some rich Jew protege that 
he had been thinking of him all day, or some 
wealthy Christian tradesman that he had been 
dreaming of him all night ; and truly I had never 
before experienced such a soUd way of thinking, or 
such golden dreams! As an additional favor, he 
introduced me to all his most distinguished col. 
leagues; particularly to Ibrahim-Bey Sogeir, to 
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Moustapha-Bey Skanderani, and to Ayoob-Bey th© 
great This latter was pleased to express great 
regret that his ill-fate should not on my outset have 
directed me to himself. 

On first entering Suleiman's house I had found 
the envy of his Mamlukes entirely centered in the 
Tchibookdgee. It was hard to digest so marked a 
preference shewn a native of Odesch^, whatever 
might be the color of his cheeks. But when I, 
who was not even a purchased slave, became the 
Bey's right hand, only for practising a few foreign 
juggling tricks as they were pohtely termed, even 
the favorite was thought aggrieved, and began to 
be pitied. Accustomed to dissimulation, he how- 
ever preserved wi^h me an exterior of civility, tem- 
pered only by a few cutting remarks so expressed 
as to seem to arise from sheer. kindness ; until a fa- 
vorable opportunity at last offered of letting loose 
upon me all his malice. 

Suleiman had been rather too eager one day in 
exhibiting his prowess at the Djereed. Over-heat- 
ed with an exercise too violent for his age, he re- 
turned home greatly indisposed. His illness soon 
became so violent a fever that his life was thought 
in danger ; and his Hakem in ordinary, at his wits 
ends, no longer knew what to do. All his Mam- 
lukes stood aghast round their patron, expecting 
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eveiy hour to be his last. I ^as looking on with 
the rest, when all at once it occurred to me that I 
need not remain an idle spectator. Eugenius my 
French instructor at Pera, whose strong mind lodged 
in but a weakly sdri of a body, had on occasions 
derived relief from an English powder, which he 
always kept with him. Of this panacea he had 
at parting ^ven me a few piapers, as a valuable pre* 
sent But Anastasius in health never remembered 
tliat Anastasius might fall ill, and the medicine was 
abandoned to whoever chose to try its efficacy : an 
occurrence the more frequent as the result of the 
experiment always was favourable. It however now 
struck me that, posi^bly, among my clothes, there 
might be some powders left which might save the 
Bey's life, and make my own fortune. 

Full of this idea, I broke through the circle, ' 
burst out of the room, and ran, with a throbbing 
heart, to my own chamber to lookHSgj: the medicine. 
But where to find it I knew not ! Every comer of 
my box was rans^ked, every hole of my room was 
searched, every article of my apparel was turned 
over fifty times, without my being able to discover 
the least symptom of the tiny blue papers for whieh 
I was hunting. At kst I gave over the search, con- 
fiidered the case as hopeless, and went down stairs 
again, to resume my forlorn station in the sick 
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chamber, where even. during my short absence 
matters weire grown worse. Scarce had I entelred^ 
than I recollected that in tumbling over my ward-* 
K)be I had perceived the blade of an <Jd rusty 
handjar — a keep-sake from Aly— stick out of the 
sheath, and had met with sbme resistance on trymg 
to.push it home. In the flurry of my spirits, I bad 
only curst the rusty weapon ; but, on recurring to 
the circumstance, a glimps6 of hope flashed upon me* 
Aly had taken one of my powders after his 6ea^ 
sickness, and the handjar had been his acknow* 
ledgment for the relief obtained. I ran back to my 
chamber, probed the scabbard to the bottom, and 
from the very point of the implement of deadi 
drew forth the last dose of my restorative of life 
and health, — probably thrust there in some thought^ 
less mconent. Wrapping up the predougi medicine 
in an embroidered handkerchief, I ran down again 
to the Bey ; gave him— for fear the simple truth 
should sound too homely in his ears— a pompous 
account of the singular personage to whom I owed 
the giA ; expatiated on the incalculable ranty and 
wonderful powers of the medicine itself; and ended 
by imploring him to take perhaps the last dose of 
thispo^o: of life eidsting on the whole terraqueous 
globe I 
Most ready was my patron to try its efficacy^ 
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but I had seen him swallow other medicine of less 
vital importance with an ill grace, and spit out three 
good quarters and a half. Fearful lest he should 
serve in the same manner what I considered his sole 
remaining chance of existence, I went for some 
palatable vehicle in which to secure a safe trandt 
to the powder. 

Though scarcely absent two minutes, I found on 
my return the face of affairs entirely changed ! The 
Tchibookdgee had employed the short period of 
my absence to insinuate that the medicine probably 
was a poison, and the ^ver a rogue. Of late, I had 
been much with Ayoob-Bey. Ayoob indeed was 
Suleiman^s mos^t intimate friend I But what were 
Mamluke friendships? And my evident confusion, 
my wildness, and my running in and out, clearly 
bespoke a guilty mind. When full of exultation 
and hope I offered the draught, the Bey pushed it 
aside, and, without ^ving any reason, said he would 
take no more physic ! The declaration seemed a 
death-blow to myself: but, suspecting whence it 
proceeded, I steadfastly cast my eye round the 
Mamluke circle. The Tchibookdgee looked away ; 
I guessed the truth, and trembled. 

It now became necessary to insure my own safety. 
I therefore said with firmness : " This powder has 
some other virtues beside that of expelling fever : 
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h exposes calumny. Since my patron rejects its 
healing powers^ let it at least bear witness to his 
Selim^s heart ; — and may Gk)d forgive the unfaithful 
servant who suffers the waste of what might have 
saved bis master^s life I** 

Saying this, I carried the cup to my lips. My 
speech had reistored to the Bey his former confidence. 
With all the eagerness which his debility permitted, 
he interposed his trembling hand between the rim 
and my mouth, wrested from me the draught, and, 
whispering to the Tchibookdgee* in a faultering 
accent : ^^ he cannot be a poisoner,'^ at one gulp 
poured do^vn his throat the whole contents. 

In my eagerness to do good, I certainly had not 
sufficiently proportioned the dose to the weakness of 
the patient. Instead of finding relief, he felt greater 
oppression: and soon his constitution appeared 
utterly unable to struggle ^ith the medicine. The 
Mamlukes, upon this, renewed all their former sur- 
mises, and spoke their sentiments so loudly in the 
Bey's hearing, that they seemed quite determined 
to justify their imputations, cost what it might ! and 
in default of real poison, to kill their patron through 
the fear of it. I was in a trance. Had I dared, I 
should have mounted my horse and rode away, 
without waiting the issue. But I saw myself watched 
on all sides, and I knew that on the smallest attempt 
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to make my escape, I must be cut down on the spot* 
Meantime a death-like paleness overspread the Bey^s 
countenance: his features became fixed, and his 
breath ceased to be perceptible. This was the cri- 
tical moment. I gazed on his countenance, like one 
whose own life depended on its changes. At last a 
slight dewbroke out upon his forehead ! The powers 
of the medicine triumphed : plentiful reachings and 
evacuations which soon followed, enabled the sys- 
tem to throw off the weight which oppressed it, and 
the fever abated ! From that instant the Bey's ill- 
ness took a favourable turn. Every hour shewed 
an improvement on the preceding; and in a short 
time after being to all appearance in the agony of 
death, Suleiman was on his legs again, as well as 
ever ; while, — as had been predicted at the Fanar, 
—I fell upon mine at last, and stood proclaimed the 
saviour of his life. 



I 
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CHAPTER IL 

On the occasion of his recovery, Suleiman took a 
less circuitous mode than usual of shewing his 
gratitude. He made me at once, by a direct grant, 
Multezim or proprietor of a district containing 
several villages; and Selim Aga thus became a 
man of substance. But this favor inflamed to such 
a degree the jealousy andmurmurings of the Mam- 
lukes, that the Bey, I believe, would at last gladly 
have seen me in the condition from which I res- 
cued him, without the benefit of Eugenius*s 
English powders. An uigent summons into his 
presence was the consequence. The moment I ap- 
peared : " Selim,'' he cried, " you prescribed the 
other day for me ; I must now prescribe for you !*' 

I thanked my patron, and assured him that the 
pleasure of seeing his health restored, had put mine 
beyond the reach of accident. 

" You mistake,^' resumed the Bey. ^* I see 
by your face that you are ill, — very ill indeed ! The 
air of Cairo disagrees with yoiii. Take my advice. 
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and change it immediately for that of the province 
in which your property lies." 

It was something to find that I was not expected 
to swallow a positive dose, which I feared might 
cure all my ailments too effectually. Still I con- 
^sidered the prescription as indicating something 
critical in my case, and exclaimed : " say at once, 
Sir, that I have lost your favor ; say at once you 
banish me- your presence ; say that my enemies 
have prevailed !" 

" To prove you mistaken," replied the Bey, " to 
prove that I lose not so soon all sense of gratitude, 
I add to my former gift a new one ; I name you 
Caimakam' of Samanhood. It is a delightful 
place, and your residence in your own district 
wiHl season you to the climate. On your return, 
you will appear less a stranger among us.*^ 

From some hps, "I advise,'' implies '* I command." 
My only business therefore was to go where bidden, 
as soon as invested with the insignia of my office. 

Meanwhile: behold me now become Selim- 
Caimakam ! and by the indefeasible privilege of 
always rising one step at least above one's real rank, 
giving myself by anticipation all the airs of Selim- 
Kiachef. No httle rayah had the misfortune to 
meet me in the street, whom my mokhadam^ forced 
not to jump from off his long-eared steed, and 
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humbly to salute me in the mire. The great fat 
Frank merchants indeed, I had the mortification to 
find as yet more firm in their seats, and could only 
indulge in the pleasure of bespattering them from 
head to foot, as I passed. These \\i re the follies of 
my youth ; but the recollection has often amused 
my riper age. 

Suleiman's regular bazirghian^ was the merchant 
on whom I chiefly conferred the honor of fitting 
me out for my lieutenancy. I chose at his shop 
broad-cloths, shawls, alks, muslins, armour, &&, 
sufficient for the equipage of a Bey. These I paid 
for in orders on my villages ; and as the term of 
payment was distant, so was the price of the goods 
proportionably high: I therefore felt very indig- 
nant, when, alarmed at my increasing requisitions, 
the wary trader at last swore with great apparent 
concern that he had not a strip left of the articles I 
wanted. It put me under the disagreeable ne- 
cessity of secretly watching some customer of more 
established credit into his shop, when, gliding in 
after him, and finding the whole counter covered 
with the choicest specimens of the very goods which 
I had in vain demanded, I congratulated the mer- 
chant on his seasonable supply, swept away the 
whole assortment, and resold what I could spare 
from my own private use. 
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Spite of Suleiman^s impatience to see me gone, 
I was determined to witness at Cairo the opening of 
the Kalish. Rather than lose that festivity, I chose 
to sprain my ancle, and limped to the show. Among 
the costly articles which I had brought to grace 
my accession to my government, shone preeminent 
a fine Samoor^ pelisse. This I was dying to display 
at the fete; and caught a cold on purpose to wrap 
myself in furs, in the very midst of the dog-dajrs : 
nor did I stir a step except in my pelisse. The very 
mob raved df its beauty ; and one youth in particu- 
lar beheld it with such eyes of adoration, that, una- 
ble to possess himself of the whole, he cut off the ld*t 
sleeve, while it hung dangling at my back, and bore it 
away as a relic. It was mortifying to learn my loss in 
the midst of my happiness. The sleeve indeed might 
beH^eplaced, but the pelisse could no longer be worn 
that day, and with a deep sigh I sent it home. 
Scarce, however, had its mangled body reached my 
door, than after it walked in the severed limb. Drop- 
ped in his confusion by the thief, it had been picked 
up by a most conscientiously honest fellow^ who, 
by the greatest good luck, happened to be a tailor 
into the bai^n, and offered to wield his needle with 
such diligence, as in a trice to enable the Signor 
Caimakam to resume his robe of state. The ho- 
nest fellow's services were accepted : the doak was 
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given him, and he retired to work in a little back 
chamber. 

Unluckily this chambar had a window as well a^ a 
door,and having come in at the one, my friend choose, 
for variety, to go out at the other. On my looking 
in to hasten the business, tailor, cloak and sleeve, 
had disappeared together, nor have they ever since 
been heard of* I applied to the Schaich or chief 
of the robbers at Cairo, who, for a certain consider- 
ation undertakes to restore st(den goods ; and du- 
ring the sultriest season of the year had every day 
fifty pelisses of cat and rabbit skin brought me to 
examine; but not one of Samoor ! 

Thus bereft of my fairest jewel, I nevertheless 
{Hoceeded on my journey. According to the cus- 
tom of the country, I was accompanied by some of 
the Fellahs^ of my own estate, to serve me as a sort 
of hofi(tages for the good behaviour of my remaining 
serfs ; and, in addition to these had by way of reti- 
nue, four black slaves for the service of my person ; 
three Hawarees or Barbaresque horsemen for the 
protection of my vassals, half a dozen kawasses,^ 
to dear my way of canaille, and four or five Sais, 
or grooms, to take care of my stud. This consisted, 
berides the steeds we mounted, of three or four fine 
led horses for show, as many mules for use, and a 
dromedary for flight, should circumstances render a 
retrograde movement expedient. As to asses for 



32 ANASTASIUS. 

incognito expeditions, they were, thank Grod, to 
be found every where. This little assortment of 
bipeds and quadrupeds,-* spread out on as long a 
line as possible, — formed a very respectable pro- 
cession, and quite sufficient to make passengers 
enquire, and have an opportunity of learning : that 
it was Selim Cai'makam on his way to his govern- 
ment. 

I began my journey by land, and spite of the hum- 
ble entreaties of the Schaichs and Shehoods^of the 
different places where I halted, preferred pitching 
my tents in the open air, to lod^ng in the close and 
miserable hovels of the towns and villages ; but I 
took care that the inhabitants should lose nothing 
by the great man keeping aloof! and consoled them 
by sending for as much provision of every sort as I 
could manage to consume or to want. The Schaich- 
el-belled of each district is obliged to supply the public 
officers on their route at the expense of the district ; in 
consequence of which excellent regulation I should 
never have given up the more economical way of tra- 
velling by land, for the more expensive conveyance 
by water, had not some of the kiachefs on my way 
been most inconveniently engaged in hostility with 
the neighbouring Arabs. This rendered part of the 
road insecure ; and as I had but an inadequate 
force, I resolved, after three or four days march by 
land, to embark on the Nile; myself in a light 
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khandgea', whkh went on before, and the bulk of 
my equipage in a larger and heavier boat behind. 

In consequence of the adventure of my pelisse, 
I had conceived the erroneous notion that the 
thieves of Cairo far excelled in skill those of the 
provinces. This opinion, so injurious to the latter, I 
had occadon to correct One evening, advandng 
with a fresh breeze pretty rapidly against the stream, 
our ears were suddenly struck by the noise of a heavy 
body, plumping into the waves ; and iiiexpresable 
was my surprise and concern when, running to the 
stem of the boat, I beheld my best mare, whom I 
had left as I thought fast tied by the legs, swimm- 
ing away to the land with all her might. Unable to 
guess the cause of this strange freak, I did all in 
my power to call the poor beast back, cried out in 
the most coaxing tone, held up a crust of bread, 
nay went so far as to neigh to a miracle : but I 
might as well have brayed ! It was all in vain ; 
for, as if bewitched, she only swam the faster ; so 
that at last I gave orders to tack and row after the 
fugitive with all possible speed. Noorshah how- 
ever reached the bank about fifty yards in advance 
of me, and no sooner had she touched the shore, 
than out came the secret, in the shape of a thief; 
who to my inexpressible horror started up from 
behind the animal, cut the strings that confin^ its 
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legs, threw his own bandy shanks acrosss it, and 
scampered bff. By diving all the way, the scoundrel 
had contpved unperceiyed to reach the boat, had 
crept by favor of the dusk into the hold, and had 
slipped under the mare; then, raidng his back 
under her belly, had tilted her over into the water, 
and pushed her to the land. Unfortunately the 
boasted speed ,of the animal put out of question all 
chance of successful pursuit ; and Noorshah was 
placed in my memory, together with the pelisse, 
among the things that had been. 

At Mamfloot I again quitted the kbandgea. 
Only five or six days journey now separated me 
from my new district, which bordered upon th^ 
province of Djirdge; and the road bore a good 
character. 

On the third morning, however, passing near a 
mean looking village of mere mud hovels, I began 
to doubt its claimii to that merit. All the inhabi- 
tants, young and old, were under arms; some 
carrying clubs, others stones, and, the most distin- 
guished a rusty sword, or a worn out match-lock. 
The enemy against whom they marched, drawn out 
in most martial array on the brow of an eminence 
hard by, were the inhabitants of the next village ; 
and inquiring into the cause of hostilities, all the 
information I could get, was that no body knew it 
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The hereditary animosiiy between the districts 
boasted an origin concealed in the obscurity of ages ; 
but its virulence had been laudably kept up by as 
many subsequent injuries and retaliations as other 
busmess permitted ; and to my great edification I 
understood that, however totally the first cause of 
the enmity might be forgotten, it was not the less 
implacable on that account. 

Though gratified by so praise-worthy a spirit, I 
yet took the liberty to represent that, even sup- 
po^g the happiness of the community beyond en- 
during, I thought a sufiicient alloy might be found 
in certain regular drawbacks, such as contributions 
to the Sultan, taxes imposed by the Beys, provi- 
visions claimed by travelling officers like myself, 
exactions of avaricious landlords, depredations com- 
mitted by wandering Arabs, and yearly encroach- 
ments of the sand on the cidtivable soil, together 
with the incidental circumstances of locusts, plague, 
imperfect irrigation, mortality and famine ; without 
rendering indispen^ble the gratuitous addition c^ 
civil warfare and bloodshed between neighbours, 
begun without a cause, and carried on without 
an object! 

This civil remonstrance, I was happy to find, was 
kindly taken, and made a great impression on my 
audience. They alleged not a single objection^ fre- 
quently interrupted my speech by cries of: ^* listen 
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listen !" thanked me humbly when I departed for my 

good advice, remained stationary in the place where 

> 

I met them for a considerable time after my depar- 
ture, and only when I and my suite were quite out 
of sight, went and, as I have since understood, gave 
their enemies the bloodiest battle on record in the 
annals of their history ! 

At last, after nearly four weeks spent on the road, 
I found myself to my great satisfaction performing 
the last stage of my tedious journey. Suddenly I 
was aroused from a deep reverie by the loud shouts 
of my suite, at the sight of my capital. Delighted 
at the sound, I expected that the next would 
announce the appearance of my subjects, drawn out 
in due state to meet their new governor, with 
drums beating and colors flying. " How long they 
must have been watching my arrival !'' thought I, 
as I spurred my horse, and strained both eyes and 
ears to discover some distant stir ; but no symptom 
of bustle being yet discernible, I again slackened 
my pace, in order to give leisure for the procession 
to advance. Vain considerateness ! J might pro- 
ceed as slow as I pleased, not a creature appeared to 
welcome my arrival ; and I had to enter my capital 
unhonored with the smallest notice. Matters mend- 
ed not even as I penetrated deeper into the town ; 
though at every street or lane which I successively 
^ptered, I still entertained fresh hopes of some 
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tardy demonstration of respect. Oti the contrai'y^ 
the place looked peculiarly forlorn. Every door and 
window was as empty as if the city had been visited 
by the plague ; and the inhabitants, so far from im-» 
peding my passage by their congratulations seetned 
rather to have all fled from their homes, at my ap- 
proach. Inconceivably mortified^ I fell into a state of 
mich complete abstraction that I no longer at all 
minded what I was about, but crossed my capital 
(which to say the truth was among the under sized) 
through and through ; after a few more turnings 
and windings, issued fortk again at the opposite 
extremity from that at which I had entered, into the 
open country; and, leaving my residence wholly 
behind me, continued, on in full progress toward the 
Said. In fact I might have proceeded in this way 
in slow march to the very end of the world, had 
not all at once a prodigious clamour assailed my 
ears, a hundred yards or two in my rear. It waS» 
no less than all the Schaichs, Shehoods and nota* 
bles of the place, who, seeing me thus contemp- 
tuously turn my back upon my new subjects, and 
run away from my government, were in full cry at 
my heels, to stop my strange career. Unfortu- 
nately the discord of their shouts had the contrary 
effect from that which they intended. Imagining 
it in my abstraction to be some fray in which I had 
no concern, I <mlj spurred on my horse the faster^ 
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and the more pertinaciously the procession pursued 
me, the harder I gallopped. At last one of my 
own suite, who in the interval had leamt the truth, 
got me to hear him, and rectified my mistake^ My 
subjects, poor creatures ! were less to blame than I 
imaged. Apprised of my proximity, they had 
eai'ly in the morning taken their station where they' 
expected me to enter: forgetting a bad pass in the 
road, which, by compelling me to enter at the oppo- 
site side, obliged my subjects to run after the gover- 
nor whom they had marched out in due state to meet. 
Matters now were soon brought to an amicable un- 
derstanding, and I turned back in better humor with 
my people, and without any other ill consequence 
arising from the mistake, exceptithat the procession 
ent^ed the town with its governor, the wrong end 
foremost. 

It had been sheer modesty in me not to expect 
a capital at least equal to Raschid or to Fooah : 
When therefore, on looking round, I saw what a 
place I was in, the first thing I did was to accuse 
Suleiman of having treated me with disrespect. It 
was only by degrees that I came to more reason- 
able sentiments. That is : I leamt to consider mine 
as a situation not . of amusement but of profit. 
Accordingly I applied with all diligence to the 
minutiae of its duties, and by great assiduity made 
such progress in my studies, that in a very short 
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time 1 was able to tell to a fraction of a para what 
each feddan of ground might yield, and each head 
of the subjects be chargeable for, whether to th0 
Multezim, the lieutenant, the ^vemor, or the 
iniri.;7 and as to niy pastimes, they only varied 
between letting leases, imposing contributions, levy- 
ing fines, receiving presents, and inflicting penalties. 
Indeed, as the Egypti^ fellah makes it a matter 
of conscience never to pay his rent, until compelled 
by main force, and wears the sripes he has inciirlred 
in his resistance as badges of honor, my very finan* 
cial operations sometimes afforded me an oppor- 
tunity for indulging in my warhke propensities* 
Still did my genius, in its new sphere, shrink into 
insignificance before that of my Coobtic writer, 
who, with a salary of six medeens a day, and a 
large family to maintain, had become, by mere 
saving, as rich as a Sultan's seraf. It is true 
that whenever he drew a para out of his vest, it was 
as if he tore his very vitals out of his bosom 
Once I tried to make myself master of his accounts, 
but I might as soon have attempted to find my way 
in the labyrinth of Crete. When I complained of 
this worthy personage to my confidential servant, I 
found Uttle sympathy. Seyed shrugged up his 
shoulders ; s^d it might be tiresome to be cheat- 
ed, but it was the regular practice. If the Coobd 
cheated the Multezim, did not the Multezim in the 
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same way cheat the Caimakani, and the Ciuinakaiii 
the Eiachef, and the Eiachef the Bey, and the Bey 
the Schsdch-el-belled, and the Schaich-el-belled the 
Pasha, add the Pasha the Porte, and the Porte the 
Sultaii f who, hewasvery sure, cheated Allah himself^ 
when he assumed the title of KaJiph of the faithful. 
Whenever I felt tired of the orations aod pero^ 
rations of my steward, I used to go and hear at the 
mekkiem^ the decisions of the Cadee. Here as 
elsewhere the conjugal union seemed to be a most 
frequent source of discord ; and, in all its various 
stages, from its first origin to its final conclusion, a 
most ample subject of litigation. One day appear- 
ed a fair one, thus far entitled only to the blushing 
honors of a bride. In moving terms she stated 
that, going home in solemn procession to her 
bridegroom, the faithless swain, instead of wrench- 
ing his very door ofi* its hinges to receive her, had 
shut it full in her face, and had lefl her to return 
at her leisure to her parents. Another day came a 
regularly installed wife : she, poor woman ! after 
possession of her conjugal rights, had been dis- 
possessed more secretly, and now claimed both 
principal and arrears of interest : and on anothei: 
occasion walked in an afflicted mourning widow ; 
who, still as much in love with her dead husband 
as while he lived, only demanded the empty gratifi- 
cation of nightly visiting his grave, unimpeded by 
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her churlish relations. She was pretty : her grief 
affected me, and once or twice I went to the scene, 
of her affliction, to mix my tears with hers. 

In Europe, they say, the law demands a long 
apprenticeship : it is not so among MohamrltelfStns. 
The Koran and its commentaries decide every case, 
— fiom a point of faith to a right of gutter— in a 
few seconds. The form oftrial is simple. Everyman 
pleads his own cause : and wonderful is the readi- 
ness of the Egyptians in finding answers to every 
interrogatory, excuses for every action, witnesses to 
every fact, and sureties for every engagement. I 
remember a poor fellow who, called upon for bis 
respondents, and having none on earth, had re- 
course to heaven. Imam Aly was the one be 
chose : nor durst the other contracting party, albat 
a little starded, refuse so respectable a security : 
however distant the abode of the Imam, and difficult 
the task of enforcing his appearance ! 

My stay was long enough in my lieutenancy to 
find the subject of discourse which once had ap^ 
peared to me the most tiresome, become the most 
interesting in the world. I mean the rise of the 
Nile. So far from wishing never more to hear of it, 
I could think of no other* Yet was it this season 
a source of most unsatbfactory contemplation. The 
river seemed in a state of torpor, and was so un- 
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usually sluggish in rising, that soon eve^ di^ct 
trembled lest its waters should remain short of the 
requidte height. Nothing was heard butlamentatioils 
and complaints. One came to tell me of canals which 
had no chance of teceiving a single drop of moisture; 
another of such as had been drained prematurely of 
their insufficient contents. Here the legal period 
for cutting a dam had been wholly disregarded ; 
there a single field had been flooded at the expence 
of a whole district : every where it seemed as if the 
dread of a scarcity had made man exert his utmost 
ingenuity to render a famine unavoidable. 

I now became haunted by the phantom of 
drought, the most dreary that stalks over Egypt'^s 
rich domain. My thoughts by day, and my dreams 
by night equally presented to me its ever extending, 
blasting form, followed by the whole train of its 
frightful offspring: unirrigated tracts, fields re- 
maining fallow, insufficient crops, farmers unable to 
pay their contributions, peasants abandoning their 
villages, whole troops of fellahs leaving their pos- 
sessions and their homes to till the land of the 
stranger, impositions to remit, short rents to receive 
for the Bey ; and the Caimakam alone held account- 
able for all the deficiencies of nature, and all the 
Waywardness of man. O ! how earnestly did I 
now pray for some lucky incident, which might 
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rdeaae me from my stewardship and responsibility ! 
But of sucb a piece of good fortune I entertained 
no hopes. 

It however came, and when it came it failed of 
its promised pleasure. One morning, as I sat 
puzzling over some of my writer^s explanations, in 
walked a smoothspoken gentleman, who, in a civil 
tone informed me that he came to take my place ; 
and, lest I should doubt his word, handed me an 
mjunction from the Bey to return forthwith to 
Cairo. This unlooked for recall produced such a 
revolutbn in my sentiments, that I now would 
gladly have given just as much to retain, as I would 
have done the instant before, to get rid of my trust. 
It is true that to my concern for what I left was 
to be added my apprehension of what I might find. 
So sudden a removal, so little accounted for, savored 
of a disgrace. I doubted not but my enemies had 
improved my absence to undermine my favor : I 
saw the Tchibookdgee at the bottom of the whole 
affair ; and as I had already vowed the insidious 
pipe-bearer an eternal hatred, I could now only add 
the vow of a speedy revenge. 

Absorbed in my meditations on the best mode of 
executing what, but for the consequences, was 
feasible a thousand ways, I one day, on my home- 
ward journey, rode on so fast as to get entirely out 
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of sight of my suite, when suddenly I found myself 
breast to breast with a troop of Bedoween Arabs, 
whose low dusky tents, pitched behind a sand hill, 
had remained concealed from my view, till I almost 
stumbled over them. The same instant the chief 
of the tribe, followed by half a dozen of its ragged 
members, advanced upon me with couched spearsj 
demanding either a hundred sequins for my passage, 
or all I had. Neither of these proposals suited me ; 
but my retinue amounted not to one-fourth of that 
of the Arabs, and it seemed quite certain that if it 
canie to blows, we must have the worst of the fray. 
Without therefore advancing, but without either 
answering the summons, I turned round to the fore- 
most of my escort who by this time had approached 
within reach, and bid them fill a basket with ball and 
cartridge. This ammunition I sent the Bedoweens r 
telling them at the same time it was the only coin 
ia which I paid impositions ; but if not content 
with the quantity offered, they might, as soon as 
my army came up, have as much more as they 
could carry away : and that, sent by the speediest 
conveyance. This rodomontade took effect. The 
Schaich received the gift with thanks, filled the 
basket in return with superexcellent dates, and 
bade me pass on, with the salutation of peace. 
This latter I most readily returned ; nor waited 
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until my army should be in ^ght^ to hurry with all 
possible speed out of that of the Arabs. 

Brooding all the way to Cairo over the cause of 
my recaU, I at last so completely convinced myself 
it was an entire withdrawing of the Bey's favor, 
operated by the malicious Tchibookdgee, that, on 
entering the capital, I thought I read in every 
countenance the knowledge of my disgrace. This 
idea made me throw my shawl over my face, until 
I reached the palace. There, meeting at the gate 
an old and confidential comrade, I for the first 
time gave vent to my apprehensions, and by way 
of obtaining, without asking it, more explicit infor- 
mation, cried out : " I was come to look after 
Osman.**' — " Grod forbid V was all my friend 
answered. 

But these few words, with the ominous smile by 
which they were accompanied, were quite enough 
to confirm all my suspicions. What more indeed 
could I want, to be convinced that the thing I fear- 
ed not only existed, but was of general notoriety ? 
Absolutely beside myself, I rushed up stairs, flew 
into the Bey'*s apartment, and hardly allowing my- 
self time to breathe, or to perform a respectful 
salutation: ^* Sir,'* cried I in scarce articulate 
sounds, '^ Osman, I know, will never cease his 
machinations, until he has entirely ruined me in 
your esteem !" 



46 ANASTASIUS. 

<' If so," coolly answered the Bey ; " your 
knowledge far exceeds in its reach even what I 
imagined ; nor did I think poor Osman still con- 
tinued to disturb your repose, after being himself 
laid for ever at rest.'' 

" How !'' replied I, — my ideas now all com- 
pletely subverted — *^ is Osman dead ?" ** And what 
else," replied the Bey, " do you think could have 
made me send for you in such haste P What but 
the means of now conferring upon you without any 

obstacle ? but you are too much agitated to 

listen at present. I must wait until to morrow to 
unfold my designs. Meanwhile, go, and compose 
yourself.*' 

I went, but whether I obeyed the sequel of the 
injunction, let the reader tell himself. My imagi^ 
nation, always ardent enough, had been set in a 
complete blaze ; and burning with impatience to 
leam my new destinies, I only felt my agitation 
changed in its object without being in the least 
diminished in its intensity. The whole night I kept 
racking my feverish brain to clothe into some 
definite shape the Bey's vague and desultory hints ; 
and in my anxious wish for the day that was to 
clear up the mystery, I began to think night had 
overslept herself, and the morning, pregnant with 
my futiu*e fate, would never arrive. 

At last it duly shone upon the world, I was 



ANASTASIUS. 47 

summoned to my patron's chamber, and gave him 
no cause to complain of my dilatoriness. Left with 
the Bey in much-portending tete-a-tete, he looked 
at me, smiled to see the impatience depicted in my 
countenance, hemmed twice or thrice only to in- 
crease the fever of my spirits, and then began his 
discourse. 
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CHAPTER III. 

" Selim,^ — said Suleiman, in all the solemnity of a 
set speech, — "you have seen our two leaders, and 
seldom, I should think, can have observed two per- 
sonages more unlike both in mind and in body. The 
short sp^re form, the mild countenance, the insinua^ 
ting address, the cautious calculating turn of the 
Scaich-el-belled could not find a greater contrast 
than in the ferocious features, the colossal firame, 
the voice of thunder, the violent temper, the fear- 
lessness of danger, the impatience of control, and 
the prodigality of disposition of his blustering col- 
league. Little union might be expected between 
qualities so dissimilar ; and, in fact, the public at 
large, which sees Ibrahim ever prefer artifice to 
fierce and negociation to war, while Mourad openly 
professes to know no other instrument of persuasion 
but the sword, and dreams as lost every moment 
given to discussion which might be employed in 
warfare, regards these two chiefs as constantly on 
the eve of a rupture, and about to hoist the stan-* 
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dard of intenninable enmity. But we who observe 
more closely, have lost all hopes on that head. It 
is true, that, for the purpose of deceiving the world, 
of throwing their rivals off their guard, and of keep- 
ing their enemies in suspense by the promise of feuds 
which never happen, Ibrahim and Mourad often 
affect to be at variance. You may have heard 
Ibrahim pretend to lament the hot-heated temerity 
of Mourad, and Mourad in his turn, perhaps with 
more sincerity, abuse the pusillanimous delays of 
Ibrahim ; but it is easy to perceive that these are only 
sallies rehearsed before hand by the performers. Each 
in his heart feels aU the value of that difference of 
disposition in the other, which gives him in his asso- 
ciate precisely all he wants in himself, and duly prizes 
that opposition in their respective characters which 
makes Mourad execute with vigor and promptitude all 
the plans digested by Ibrahim with slow deliberation^ 
enables Ibrahim in his turn to repair by niinute par^ 
amony the efibcts of the prodigality through which 
Mourad gains over fresh partisans, and again ren- 
ders Mourad ever ready to cut asunder the knot 
which Ibrahim is unable to untie ! Thus it is that 
these dissimilar ingredients, — like the gold and the 
steel of a Damascus blade — only cement the two chiefs 
more dosely together, fit them better for supporting 
their jcntit interest, make them on all sides present a 
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more impenetrate frcmt^ and leave less hopes of 
thos6 chasms and fissures in dieir unioH) at which 
ccHnpetitors insinuate themselves to divide a party, to 
drive its members asunder, and to rise on its ruinsr 
" Some of us therefore, — Ibrahim Bey Sogeir, 
Osman-Bey Tcherkavi,Moustapha-Bey Skanderani, 
Ayoob-Bey the lesser, and myself, — ^have at last 
tome to a determination to bring these all-grasping 
leaders by main force to a more equal division of 
the spoil; and even Ayoob-Bey Kebir, Youssouf- 
Bey, and Ismail-Bey Sogeir, though they still seem 
to waver, only do so, in order that they may sell their 
cooperation at a higher price. Their irresolute and 
doubtful conduct, however, would have made us 
put off the execXitiim of our design until it had had 
time to acquire greater ccmsistency, did not the pre* 
sent juncture offer advantages which perhaps may 
never hereafter recur» Ismail and Hassan, after 
thekr long sleep at Es-souan, are at last awake, and 
preparing for a desert to Cairo. Aware how little 
our assistance is to be depended on, should the cajn>*i 
tal be made the field of battle, the leaders have 
thought it advisable to hush the storm, if possible, 
in its cradle, and Mourad is going to march to the 
Said, while Ibrahim stays to awe us&t Cairo. Thus 
separated from his colleague, and deprived of half his 
strength, the Sdiaich-eU)dled must, if strenuously 
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attacked, yidd to our united fbroe : and in order to 
be in readiness for the day of trial, we all are busy 
recalfing with the least possible shew our adherrats 
baoL the diflferent provinces. This made me so 
abruptly summdn you from your government, 
without mu<& considering whether your recal might 
not fin: the moment wear the air of a disgrace: You 
BOW know what I had to confide to yOu ; nor need 
I point out the necessity of the utmost seorecy.^ 

Here, by rising from his seat^ ray patron marked 
die end of his discourse. The conclusion fell some- 
what shOTt of my expectations. Great undoubtedly 
to one like me was the satisfactkn of teaming that 
aD the world was going to quarrel : but still I had 
looked forward to the discbsure of some more di- 
lectly personal advantage. Again — it occurred to 
Bie that Suleiman might fear lest the new favors 
which he destined for his servant should appear 
the sole result of his necesrities, and might only 
defer to another sitting the announdng of his inten- 
tiais respecting myself : all which things considered, 
I humbly thanked him for his expenditure of breath, 
every requisite profession of attadiment, fide- 
id seed, and respectfully retired. 
. A slave of Ayoob^s had been waiting for my 
appearance near the gate of the palace. The mo* 
wetit I went forth, he cape up to me, and, rather 
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in a mpterious manner whispered a summons from 
his master, which I lost no time in obeying. 

As Kx>n as Ayoob saw me : *' Signor Caimakam,'^ 
cried he in his eager way — ^wholly unlike the cold 
exterior of other Mamlukes, who too much resem** 
ble Tolcanos wrapt in snow — '^ a most extraordinary 
occurrence has happened. It is still a secret to all, 
save the parties concerned: my own family knows 
nothing of it ; and you are the first stranger to whom 
I impart the wonderful event !^ 

<^ You know,^ continued he after a short pause 
to fetch breath, ^^ that I spare neither pains nor 
money, since I canno|: have my Mamlukes of my 
own blood, at least to have them of my own 
country — my beloved Gurgistan. Doomed to 
live and to die in this distant land, whoever comes 
from the country of my birth seems to me a rela- 
tion. Not many days ago my harem was enriched 
with a new bud reared in the parent soil. In order 
to save the maiden fit)m the rapacity of her land- 
lord, her friends were going to put her under the 
protection of a husband^s name, at the tender age 
of eleven : but already they had deferred their pur- 
pose too long. Her wedding.4]ay was fixed, when 
an armed troop carried her off; and ere she had 
time to become a wife, she was made a slave.**' 

^^ Brought hither to adorn my garden^ this lovely 
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rose of the East became my favourite flower : yet 
had I the forbearance, ere with eager hand I placed 
it in my bosom, to observe our sacred custom, — to 
enquire on what stem it had grown, and what walls 
had sheltered its infancy from the rough blasts of 
heaven, and the rude touch of man ? Selim — would 
you believe it ? In my slave, I found a sister !** 

« The virgin blushing before me, was my own 
father^s daughter : was a young and solitaiy shoot, 
which, long after the elder branches had been sever- 
ed from the parent stock, had sprung up to shade 
the withering lop with fresh and tender foliage. For 
the first time during my twenty years sojourn in 
Egypt, I heard the voice of kindred, and felt the 
yearnings of blood."" 

" But what is all this to you ? Perhaps you are 
thinking ? Listen !" 

Here Ayoob gave me nearly the same sketch of 
the state of affairs, and of the ^ews of the party as 
Suleiman had done before : except that he spoke 
of himself as more decided in his sentiments than 
he had been represented by my patron. I began to 
fear that I was twice in one day fated to be inveigled, 
by ahope of personal advantage, into listening to along 
detail of other people^s concerns. But mark the sequel ! 

*^ At a moment so critical** — continued Ayoob — 
^ I naturally feel anxious to surround myself with 
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men who io sucb bravery as comes and goes not with 
the fumes of hashish,' add such intelligence and 
skill as may render that courage useful. Of such^ 
small is the number ; but you are one, and heaven 
now affords me the means of attaching you to my 
house, and of rewarding the surrender I crave of 
your person to my service. I must provide my 
newly found sister with a husband, worthy of so 
so great an honor, and able to pay his distinguished 
spouse undivided attentions. Such a man I cannot 
find among my Mamlukes. The elder individuals 
of my houshold already are established; and 
as to the remainder, they have not yet accomplished 
their state of probation. To you therefore I offer 
Zelidah's youthful hand ; to you, who may become 
my own support as well as my sister's solace ! Let 
me however add, that I never should have made the 
proposal, while Suleiman your old patron wished to 
preserve his claims upon you.These,I find, he resigns^ 
— ^for what reason I know not ; and I therefore may, 
without scruple, offer you an alliance with my blood, 
a share in my honors, and a home in my house.^ 

At this overture, I felt utterly confounded. It 
filled me with pleasure, but at the same time with 
anxiety, I knew not how to choose between the 
brilliant offer which came unexpectedly, and the 
expected favors as yet unbestowed. I dared not 
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hope tliat Suleiman^s thus far undiidosed designs 
would ever gratify my ambition beyond Ayoob's 
avowed intentions ; but then agaki, I saw no means of 
attaching myself to Ayoob, without setting at nought 
the debt of gratitude^ and the duties of the allegiance 
which I owed to Suleiman. In this dilemma between 
the certain and the promised boon, I magnani- 
mously determined to make the proposals of the 
strange Bey, in the first instance, instrumental only 
in bringing to the test the munificence of my own 
patron — ^reserving their final acceptance or refusal 
for a later period ; and in aspeech brimful of thoee 
high-flown nothings called thanks, begged Ayoob's 
permisdonto ask Suleiman^s consent, ere I changed 
my alle^ance :— observing that so far from my favor 
at borne declining, it stood higher than ever ; and 
in order to confirm this assertion, representing, by a^ 
little transpointion only of the future to the past, 
those honors which I still expected, as already come 
to pass, and only for political purposes kept as yet 
unpublished. 

Ayoob seemed not much to relish the idea of 
having his splendid o£Pers accepted conditionally, or 
his liberality submitted to the discussion of a rival, 
and hwore by his beard he though it very strange : 
but seong me immoveable on this pcMint, ^^ Then 
go,^' said he at last, <^ since you will be soobstinate; 
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but remind Suleiman that if be stops the current 
of my intended bounty, his own should make you 
unbounded amends ; and above all, stay not long. 
An hour is the utmost I can bear to be left with my 
richest gifts thus hanging heavy on my hands. 

I promised to be back m much less time ; and 
flew home as on the wings of Ughtning, to commu- 
nicate to my patron the substance of the interview 
with his colleague. On hearing of his offers, he 
reddened, and seemed offended. ^* By the head of 
our holy Prophet," he cried in a tone of bitterness, 
*^ my brother Ayoob uses me iU : but these are 
times in which we must hush our resentments; and 
this Ayoob knows! You, Selim, I cannot blame: 
his offers took you by surprise, and you could not 
stop your ears. I however feel happy that, ere my 
rival made his proposal, I hinted the new favors 
with which I myself purposed to crown your zeal. 
You might otherwise suspect me of only acting from 
the fear of being out-^bidden. Now mark me. My 
oldest Kiachef, Mooktar, is married you know to my 
first bom daughter. My second Kiachef to her sister 
next in age. My other children, already sent forth 
into the world, are provided for in different ways ade- 
quate to their deserts. Thank God^ I have been able 
to make all my freedmen lords ! My Haznadar,^ — 
first in rank of those still under my roof— I cannot 
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yet afford to part with, and I do not wish to conceal 
from you that had Osman lived, his name would 
have graced the nuptial song, sang in honor of my 
youngest girl. But Providence has called him 
away, and none of his comrades are yet entitled to 
an alliance with my blood. I may therefore indulge 
the suggestions of my heart by giving you my only 
remaining daughter. It is true, the man she mar^ 
ries must possess a public rank : but this also I 
give. I name you Kiachef. Remember, however^ 
that as my favors are great, so will your duties be 
arduous. — Of our intended plan of insurrection, the 
success may depend in great measure upon your de- 
vbtion, your skill, and your activity i*^ 

On Suleiman pausing here, I clasped his knees, 
and poiured into his lap all my remaining store of 
thanks and protestations. This done, I retired to a 
solitary place to give full scope to my emotions. 

^^ I shall then dee myself a Kiachef!^ exclaimed I 
aloud, pacing up and down the room in an extacy of 
joy ; ^^ I shall then every time I stir out behold danc* 
ing before me those dear damasked spears which I so 
often have coveted ! I shall appear abroad only with an 
handsome retinue, and at home possess my own sepa* 
rate establishment and harem ! No longer a mere graft 
on a strange tree, I shall cast my own roots in the 
soU, and on my own independant stem bear my own 
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separate fruits. This chin of mine shall henceforth 
cease to be kept close mown, and shall put forth un- 
restrained its most luxuriant crops !^ ^ And inune- 
diately, with the eagernesss of the husbandman, 
ascertaining whether in his field the budding blade 
comes up close and strong, I ran to the glass to see 
whether mjr broad jaw promised to bear a thick and 
handsome beard ; already coaxed and perfumed in 
anticipation the still sleek unclothed skin^ traced in 
imagination the sjrmmetric outline of its future jetty 
fringe, and wondered how the new appendage would 
become the remainder of my features ! 

My raptures lasted some time ere I remembered 
that I had promised Ayoob an immediate answer ; 
and as soon as my memory returned, my imagination 
began to wander ; — I became sudd^y seized with 
a romantic fit The substantial advantages were 
nearly balanced on the rival offers; but as honor 
threw its additional weight into the scale of my 
patron, I took it into my foolish head, that beauty 
must preponderate in that of Ayoob. In sh(»i; I 
persuaded my self that Zelidah-— by birth a Geor^an^ 
by condition a slave — must be as superior in perfiKv 
nal charms to Khadidge, a daughter of Egypt, and 
a descendant of rulers, as the fairest lily is to the 
dusky bulrush; and determined, at every ride, to 
see Ayoob^s sister, ere I dedded. 
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A Jewess of my acquaintance was the chief pur- 
veyor of female finery for AyooVs harem. I went 
straight to this useful person, and made her instantly 
collect some of the richest stujQPs she could find. I 
then put on the blue shift and chequered vdl of 
the Egyptian women of the lower order ; and in 
Sarah's unassuming suite, loaded with ail her 
packages, proceeded to Ayoob's palace — ^now and 
then sharply reproved by the way,* for my long 
strides and strapping gait. 

Zelidah, when we arrived, was unfortunately in the 
bath, and signora Sarah had to wait. In order to be 
less conspicuous the while, I squatted myself down 
on the floor, in the darkest part of the room. Even 
diis had too much light to conceal me from Ayoob, 
who, whether informed of the entrance of a suspicious 
figure, or from some other cause, himself unexpect- 
edly made his appearance, as if to see his sister. 
The moment his eye fell upon the bundle into 
which I had transformed myself, his countenance 
changed, his brow became contracted, and he rushed 
out again, muttering to himself some words of un- 
gracious import, and not at eM complimentary to 
somebody's mother.^ At this ill-boding symptom^ 
the Jewess turned pale, and striking her breast : ^^ I 
have brought," cried she, " the thing I should not 
have come with, and have left behind what I meant 
to have brought ! Gro, Ishah ; run home ; fetch 
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the tissue we were talking of; and return not TVith- 
out it." 

Scarce had the words been utter^, when heavy 
footsteps were heard to approach the place. Active 
as she was, Ishah had but just time to make her 
escape, and to reach without hindrance the outer 
gate. Running home as fast as possible, I cast off 
my disguise, and immediately hastened back to 
Ayoob in my own proper form and character. 

With many apologies for the unavoidable delay, I 
now solemnly declined the Bey'^s offers, but in terms 
full of regret, of gratitude, and of protestations. The 
answer was in the same strain, though, as I thought, 
delivered somewhat coolly, and in a ruffled manner: 
and I afterwards understood from the Jewess, who had 
bravely remained at her post, that, in less than half 
a minute after I had made my exit, Ayoob reap- 
peared in the harem followed by a host of black eu- 
nuchs, and looking blacker than themselves. He 
again cast round an enquiring eye ; and in seeming 
disappointment asked what was become of the 
Egyptian woman. Sarah told off-hand some not 
quite impossible story, and, expressing a shrewd 
doubt of her servants finding the stuff she wanted, 
went home herself; too glad at encountering no im- 
pediment ! Thus ended my courtship with the fair 
ZeUdah ! 

The instant Suleiman^s intentions in my behalf 
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became known; the greatest discontent shewed 
itself among his Mamlukes. " Their patron," they 
asserted, ^^ had no right to give his daughters to 
any but Mamlukes, or to make Mamlukes any 
but purchased slaves. Othman-Bey Aboo-sei'f and 
Achmiet-Bey el Sukari, Turks by nature, and Beys 
by the favor of Ibrahim Eehya, though pre- 
cedents, were not examples. The oftener such 
abuses occurred, the more they ought to be 
resisted."^ At last losing my temper at these 
repeated murmurings, I went hot with passion 
to complain to my patron. " Sir," cried I, " your 
Mamlukes judge me unworthy of your favors. 
Permit me to make them repent of their insolence 
— equally insulting to yourself and to your 
servant — or suffer me to renounce your kindness^ 
and bid Egypt farewell." 

At these words the Bey only stared full in my 
face, and set up a loud laugh ; but perceiving diat 
I joined not in his mirth, and continued immoveably 
grave, he too by degrees dropped his assumed gaie- 
ty, and in a serious tone replied, " If, Selim, you 
really feel desirous to leav^ me, go ! Why should I 
detain your person, when I cannot prevent the 
estrangement of your mind? But,*^ continued he, 
raiang'his voice until it sounded hke thunder, while 
he darted looks fierce as lightning round the Mam- 
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luke circle, ^^ I acknowledge not yet my slaves as 
my masters. Let them harmlessly sharpen with 
Kohl,' the soft glances of their eyes, but let them 
repress the more offensive sallies of their tongues* 
Too soon may the voice of this presumptuous cast 
cease to be he heard in Cairo ! Too soon may we 
be too happy to replenish our thinning ranks with 
men, not worthy to gird on the sabre of him. whom 
these young fools abuse !^ 

This speech — supported by a letter from Sulei- 
man'^s kehaya at Constantinople, read aloud, in 
which the agent actually complained that the slave 
market was empty, that the Russian she-emperor 
had out of mere spite made the Padi-shah,^ give 
up the yearly tribute of sons and daughters of the 
Crimea ; and that it was feared the whole world 
meant soon to be at peace — gave me some comfort, 
and my enemies more discretion. 

My marriage being fixed, the wedding soon was 
announced. Meanwhile, every hour intervening 
seemed an age. I longed to possess a wife who, 
if she could not be an object of love, must be an 
earnest of promotion ; and I was dying to have 
in a harem of my own, a sanctuary, where, even 
though my person should be proscribed, my wealth 
still must remain inviolate, and my dear sequins 
undisturbed ! 
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All things bdmg ready far my nuptials, the oere- 
Hiony began. My bride was conducted to the bath 
in ^te^ lest the world should remain in ignorance 
of her cleanliness. Properly steamed, stretched out 
and pumiced, she next went through the labours 
of a toilet so exquisite, that on its completion not 
one among her beauties remained nature^s own ! 
Several hours were employed in twisting her hair 
into the semblance of whipcord, in adding to the 
ooe hundred and fifty plaits which adhered to her 
own head, two hundred and fifty braids more, the 
produce of other scalps ; and these were formed 
mto an edifice at once so elegant and so weighty, 
that she could have wished for a second head, merely 
for common use. Her eyebrows were only dis 
missed the artificer's hands, after being shaped into 
e3uu;t semicircles ; and her eyes were not deemed to 
possess all thdr requisite powers until framed in two 
bkck cases of surmeh.^ Henna,^ the symbdi of joy, 
wludb already had been most liberally bestowed 
upon the epistles which communicated my marriage 
to my patron's numerous clients, was lavished in 
stiU greater profuidon on my bride's own plump md 
lustrous person ; and made it emulate the color which 
no doubt Isis displayed, when doomed to roam 
through Egypt's plains in tiie undignified shape of a 
red cow. After aU these pains, taken for the sake of 
beauty, the lady was, on the score of modesty^ 
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wrapped up in so many veils impervious to the eye^ 
as scarce to escape suffocation ; but the most cele- 
brated awalis of the capital took care to inform the 
assistants in their epithalamiums, of the splendor of 
the charms and jewels which they were not allowed 
to see. 

I do not know how, at the nuptial feast, with the 
prospect of all these attractions before me, and in the 
midst of all the bustle of the dance, all the din of 
music, and all the glare of the lights, I insensibly fell 
into a reverie, composed of at least as many gloomy 
as cheerful thoughts ;—but so it was ! 

** Here,*' said my wandering mind, *' am I, the 
youngest son of a petty Drogueman in an island 
of the Archipelago ; I, at one time fallen so much 
beneath the level of my own destiny as in vain to 
seek the situation of a menial, become the master of 
a host of slaves, the son to a Bey of Egypt, and the 
governor of a province ; — in other words, already 
occupying a station far beyond what at one time my 
most sanguine dreams durst have promised me; 
and yet regarding that elevation only as a stepping 
stone to *a station infinitely more exalted, — ^to that 
of Bey; nay, who knows! of Schaich-el-belled 
itself! 

But, by w/iat a series of toils and sacrifices, and 
perils I may be doomed to purchase these honors, 
who also can tell? Alas! do I not on the very 
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threshold of a career, strewed with as many thorns 
as roses, begin by yielding up my person, perhaps 
to an unseemly female, and my freedom, to a 
domestic tyrant. For well I know the condition of 
marrying a patron^s daughter ! And what labors, 
what snares, what treachery may be the offspring 
of this splendid union, may accompany every step 
in the road of my advancement, I know not yet. 
But the die is cast : and I must wait the issue of 
the game ! 

A shake, prolonged by the chief of the singing dam- 
sels with the most consummate skill, through every 
note of the gamut, until it drew forth such a peal of 
taobs or bravas as made the room shake, roused me 
from my unseasonable meditations; and brought 
back my mind to where sat my body. Presently 
a pretty Alm^,^ inviting me to make her tam- 
boureen resound with the dang of my gold, threw 
my thoughts into a totally new channel. I began 
to feel impatient for the moment that was first to 
shew me the partner of my future life ; and in this 
disposition deemed every new diversion a new an- 
noyance. " Shall I never see the end," muttered I to 
myself in despmr, " of these tiresome amusements !" 

At last a female messenger secretly summoned 
me away from the^ioisy hall of mirth, to the silent 
sanctuary of Hymen. With awe and anxiety I 
passed its threshold, and was ushered into the 

VOL. II. IP 



66 ANAOTASIUS. 

pi?fsfie9iee4»fJber, an wbose qualities of peiMm and of 
loiod must depend ik> great « par^oa of my future 
fate. The myfiterious v^ which till then had oon- 
cealtid her,-<-*face, form and all — ^from my inquisi- 
tive eye, fell at her feet ; and I aaw. . • • . 

" What ?*' wonders perhaps the reader* *' An 
atQgel of light, sent from the highest heavens, on 
purpose to make my earthly dwelling a paradise ?^' 

'^ Oh no I thai would have been too unreason- 
able an addition to my good fortune/' 

^^ An ugly Httie monster, then? sufficient, were 
this earth a heaven, to convert it into a hell ?-^A 
being calculated to stamp on each endearment all 
the merit of martyrdom P^ 

Aiafi! i^ it then decreed that the human mind 
must always, from one extreme, run straight into 
the other? like the ball whose recoil is ever pro- 
portioned to the violence with which we see it pro- 
jected ! And are there not a sufficient number of 
individuals in the world neither handsome nor ugly ! 

Of my spouse at least I do not know what 
dse could have been said with due adherence 
to truth. Her fiice was neither of a description to 
excite, in defiance of reason, a very extravagant 
passion; nor yetof a species to damp, in despite of 
duty, a more legitimate ardor. Like other plants 
kept carefully secluded from the beneficial aspect 
of the sun, this prisoner of the harem certainly 
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lu)d ft mkiy pnHid bue. Bounded by its sabk locks^ 
her wan colorless face might aptly be compared to 
the moon surrounded by darkness : but then again 
from the midst of this unvaried expanse, her large 
lapguishing black eyes shot forth glances like light- 
ning when it pierces the clouds ; and, as virtue is 
its own reward, the assurances of unbounded devo- 
tion which my situation called for, tarried not to 
diffufine over Ehadidg^s countenance 8om6 of that 
animation which alone seenied wanting to class her, 
if not with the Hdenas and the Gleopatras of two 
thpu^sand yofwrs ago, at hast with the prettiest of tlie 
moi^d riiee, wbkh at: present girnce the land of 

%ypt* 

But ei^, &om the hour when Ifivst beheld my 
spouae, the sun had oompleated one single^ of its 
daily re voliUicms, not a doubt remained on my nind^ 
that I had obtained, instead of a mistress, a master. 
I had ooly changed my aUegtance from the father 
to. the dasighter, and fbom a Lord^s dependant, 
was become a Lady^s i^ve. Nor was even the 
gm&rsi rule, applicable to whateveif' Mamluke mar- 
ried bts padron's ciffspsing, modiied by the peculiar 
disposition of the Lady Khadidg^ ! Quite the re- 
verse ! Within a most delicate frame the young 
lady coneeakd a moi^ laibending mind. The 
least breath of air seemed capable of annihilating 
h^ person, buyfe no breath of man had any power 
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to influence her wilL Already in the first coyness 
of the bride, there lurked more of pride than 
of timidity; and in the subsequent altered con- 
duct of the wife, there shone forth an exaction 
of dues, rather than a surrender of aflections. 
Jealousy indeed Khadidge felt, and in all its force ; 
but it was of that contracted sort which fears the 
loss of a tangible property rather than that of a 
mental tenure ; — of that sort which in a man 
rests satisfied when he has locked up his ^vife. As 
Khadidg^ could not, consistent with custom, in the 
same way lock up her husband, she took care not 
only to let me have no female retinue of my own, 
but to keep concealed from my view all the 
njnmphs of her own suite, that might divert my feel- 
ings from their legitimate current. The instant 
my footsteps were heard near the gynecaeiim, all its 
inmates short of sixty used to hide themselves or 
fly, leaving me with my lady in awful tete-^tete. 
In one instance indeed the anxiety of the atten- 
dants to obey their instructions defeated its own 
purpose. A young and pretty slave, unable to get 
away in time, took the desperate resolution of 
creeping under, a clothes basket in the very middle 
of the room through which I had to pass. In the 
dark I fell headlong over the awkwardly placed 
utensil; and in my rage grasped with such vio- 
lence the bundle within, which I accused of my 
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jdownfall, that ere I recognised its nature, my 
spouse whom the noise had attracted, found her fiair 
attendant infolded in my arms. In vain I pleaded 
ignorance of what I thus had grasped. The pretty 
slave never more was beheld ! 

" And Anastasius the impatient of contror me- 
thinks exclaims my reader, *^ submitted tamely to 
such egre^ous tyranny T 

, Alas ! already had the climate of Egypt begun to 
exert over my energies its enervating influence : 
already had I imbibed all the languor with which 
its wateiy exhalations by degrees affect foreigners : 
already was I, in point of listnessness and apathy, a 
perfect match for my indolent helpmate. While she 
lay all day long motionless on her sofa at one end 
of the house, I lay all day long, equally motionless, 
in my recess at the other end; and if she could 
scarce accomplish the labor of clapping her hands'^ 
for a slave, to hold up a chip of tensook" to her 
nose, I could hardly go through the exertion of 
calling an . attendant, to sprinkle a fpw drops of 
some sweet scent over my beard. Hour after hour 
I used to sit, inaccessible to visitors, in a sort 
of treUiced birdcage, suspended over the kaUsh, 
puffing clouds of perfume through a pipe cooled in 
rose water; and deeming an anteree thin as a 
cobweb too heavy clothing for my delicate person. • 

I felt the more anxious to enjoy the moments of 
repose still within my reach, as I considered the 
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dftys of toil to be at hand. The nimour of Is- 
mail and Hassan's impending descent every day 
acquired new strength; and the preparatioiK of 
Mourad for a southward march every day became 
more active. But the whole was a bubble, and it 
bur^t at last. Misunderstandings arose between 
the exiles in the Said and the Arab Schaichs on 
whose alliance they depended* The quarrel rose 
at last to such a height that the Bedoween troops, 
aheady with the Beys, again retired into the desert. 
The expedition to Cairo therefore was given up ; 
and with the plot fell the counter plot. On all 
sides affairs seemed to assume, for a season at leasrt, 
an aspect more calm and serene. 

Meanwhile I had secured my iEiacheflik as well 
as my spouse ; and finding that for some time to 
come I was not hkely to be called out on adtual 
service, I felt it incumbent upon me to act like 
other governors, who annually visit their provinces, 
and spend a few weeks in the agreeable occupation 
of regulating the police and levying the contribu- 
tions of their various districts. For the purpose of 
appearing in my government with proper editt;, I 
mortgaged one years income of my estate, took aa 
affectionate leave of ^my .patron, sighed wilh ^niy 
wife over the duties of my station, and «et out to 
riot in the luxury of leeeiving presents, and impos- 
ing avaniafas. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

AccQ^BlKG to cuatom, I joarneyed slowly. On 
setting out in the morning, the attendants of my 
tmt used to gallop on in advance^ and on arriving 
in the CLTening, I used to find it pitched. In order 
tf> vary the scene I firequendy during my march 
a89umed aonie disguise. Sometimes it was that of 
4 travdling Syrian^ sometimes of a Barbaresque, 
apd sometimes of an Arab, enveloped in his 
abbah.*— -Thus fisarkss of observation, and aloof 
from any suite, I amused myself in prowling about 
die Qountry, and peeing into the peasants hovels. 
My servants, indeed, ^seouraged this mode of 
travelling : they never osased to express their un- 
Ay^tPfft at their lord's &us exponng his precious 
pmoa ; but the mooie good roasoins they gaye for 
my staying with my retinue, the further I extend- 
ed my nmUes. I wanted to^ see all that passed ; 
and, if the masterV esy% be the best, the master's 
garb is the worst for making discoveries. My 
trouble seldom went unrewarded. In one place. 
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ihe village Schaichs, mistaking me for the Kiachef's 
caterer, ofifered bribes of fattened fowls, to make 
me swear there was^a complete famine. In another, 
the town folks, honoring me with the office of the 
great man^s steward, promised me one whole piastre 
out of each sequin which I disbursed on his account ; 
and in a third, where I passed for an entire stranger 
to the travelling officer, they invited me to go halves 
with them in robbing his equipage on the highway. 
Here an Arab, who was abusing a fellah for pre- 
paring the service of the Mamluke to the freedom 
of the desert, appealed to me as to a brother Arab, 
for the justice of his reproach ; and there a peasant, 
who was describing to a townsman the rapacity of 
the KiacheFs people, referred to me as to a fellow 
peasant, for the truth of his assertion. 

One day in my solitary rambles I met on its 
way to the river, a family of villagers consisting of 
three generations and upwards : for besides grand- 
father, father and sons, several of the daughters 
seemed burthened with more than the babes they 
bore on their backs. An ihram in rags, an old 
mat torn to pieces, and an assortment of pitchers 
worthy of an antiquarian's collection, were the 
travelling relics of the deserted home. A few head 
of consumptive cattle formed the van, and a worn- 
out plough closed the procession. 
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, ^^ Whence come you, good peopk,'* cri^d I, 
addressing the patriarch of the family ?— " Prom 
the Feyoum,^ was his answer. 

" And you leave the native soil, to seek the 
bread of strangers?" — " Soon I shall be called 
away, and my son will not be able to redeem his in- 
heritance. Shall he wait to be driven from the 
land his father tilled ?"" 

** Whence arises your distress ?^* 

" From God^ and man, in conjunction. . Every 
day our kalish grows more encumbered ; every year 
our soil creeps further under the advancing sands. 
Alas ! as if the very . sources of fertility became ex-, 
hausted with age, our noble stream ' itself seems 
tired of flowing, and for the last two years has 
nuide abortive efforts to attain its ancient height. 
Egypf s soil, instead of crops, will soon only bear 
corpses ! Can we then fly too soon ?^ 
. " And let those that stay behind bear the bur- 
then of theabsient ?'' 

" Those we leave to day would have left us to 



morrow.*^ 



*^ Who is your lord ?'* 

" Even that we scarce can tell ! One day it is 
the Sultan, in whose name we are taxed ; another 
the Beys, who are employed to tax us, or the deli- 
gates of those Beys, throughout all their number- 
less stages ; another the Multezim or owner, who 
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accounts nvith the Beys ; another tfie AraK Schaich, 
who rents the land of the owner. All call them- 
selves our masters, while we can pay them tribute ; 
all deny thar bong so, when we want thfeir protec- 
tion r 

My. retinue now came in sight, **H«rk ye,*^ 
added I therefore in haste, ^^ Servants should not 
betray servants ; but here come the masters. Take 
this therefore and go;^ and hereupon I gave the 
p^y to the ffinount of a jMastre ; beggmg they 
might not husaa, lest the lord should hear the noioe. 

Scarce had I at the ensuing halting {dace fm/t 
down to my weloome supper, wb^i in burst a fet- 
lah, dragging by the sleeve another of the same 
dass. *^ This rogue,** said the firc^, << is the man 
who last year stde your lordsbip^s mare*'* Of 
course the heavy charge was most solemnly denied ; 
but not minding what I considered as a thing of 
course, ^ Scoundrel,*^ said I to the accused, ^ had 
you been content at least with <»ily taking my 
black mare ! but to rob nie of my wlnte oae T 
^^ The white one !^ exclaimed the man ! <^ As Alkh 
is my witness, I never once came near her 1^ ^ No 
more you did,** was my reply <* for there she 
stands : but the black one you stole I find, ami 
fbr her you shall swing !*^ 

I was still exulting in my ingenuity c»i thie 
eion, and thinking myself at least a Sckmon,^- 



I 
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Saiiditi,<^^vfli0n, iMttsbg %y a Lflttin hoepioe on the 
e«tddrts of the town, my ear was assayed by most pi- 
tiiiil gvoons; and looki^ through a latticed window, 
I disoemMl dieir cause in the shape cf a flagellation, 
ninch a luafty fiiar was inflictHig with his knotty 
girdie, not on ius own sturdy bad:, but on the mudi 
las pbwei^ ahoulders of a litde yellow Coobd, 
lAom he fardhly held down before hbn. Doubting 
ike eSjcaey of this mode of insttlfii^ a doctrine, I 
interposed, and ^iquired of the missionary the 
reoKm of this paternal oorreetion. 

•* While we distributed rice,'' rejdied the fHar, 
*^ this feQow chose to become a CathoBc ; now tliat 
saj^lies grow scarce, and that we hardly faaTe 
enough for ourselTCS, he brings me back ins ebap- 
Ic*, and cries : •* no {^aff, no pc^ !'* 

The conduct of lAie lifltle Coobd I certimly 
eduM )iot approve ; but it remindBd mo of my own 
toward ^padre Ambrogio. I conerived a feUow-leeU 
ing for the defenceless sufferer, and rdeased him 
fran the dutches of his ghostly conreetor. Thus 
it was that to my former aehierements I added those 
of a true knight-errant, and became, if not so inde- 
filtigefble a man<«layer as Antor, at least a worthy 
rival of Don Quixote. 

&ught-errantry however was entirely set asdde as 
soon asl came within the pale of my own jurisdietion. 
The first hof d witbin 'its pifedncts w%ich I enftered 
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gave me but an indijSPerent opinion of the oonditioti 
of my vassals. In the mud of the door way. lay 
weltering-^— affected in various degrees with the 
rheum that Vas to end in total blindness— five or 
six bloated brats^ quite naked, and fighting for a 
bit of mouldy millet cake, the size of my little finger. ^ 
Further on in the cabin sat over a heap of buf- 
faloes dung, and quite enveloped in its offensive 
smoke, a female spectre, mother of these gaunt 
abortions, who, on seeing a stranger, tore the only 
rag firom off her body, to cover with it her face ; 
and at the most distant extremity. of the hovel, 
stood the head of the dismal family, burying the 
bag of rice intended for its support m the earth 
that formed the floor. One more spadefull, thrown 
over the store, would have compleated its conceal- 
ment when I made my appearance. At this 
awful sight, the spade dropped out of the peasant's 
hands ; and the rag he called his turban, rosea full 
inch from his head. 

*^ Be composed, my friend," cried I, " it is not 
the enemy that is coming, it is your own go- 



vernor." 



a 



Alas !" replied the man, ^^ will not the Eiachef 
devour my rice, and can the Bedoween do more ? But 
since you have seen the heap, take half, and men- 
tion not the other, or we must all perish !*' . 

" Come," rejoined I, " for once keep the whole ; 
but when my writer calk for my tribute, remember 
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I know your hiding place, and think not your .honor 
engaged to let yourself be cut in stripes, before you 
pay the rent you owe !" 

. At the words I departed, leaving the fellah mo- 
tionless with astonishment at having seen his Kiachef, 
without paying for the sight. 

" And this, then," thought I, " is the land which 
its infatuated natives boast to be the finest on the 
earth ; where they would rather die of want, than 
live in plenty elsewhere. That it has a hidden 
charm, I needs must beheve, since all obey its at- 
traction; but where it lies, I cannot yet discover. 
I am now in the very heart of that Feybom so 
famous for its roses, and all that yet has struck my 
senses is the smell of its cow-dung !^' 

Arrived at the place of my residence, I immedi- 
ately set about receiving with all proper dignity 
the homage and the presents of my subjects. My 
writer took special care that none of my vassals should 
have to complain of my forgetfulness. To each he 
sent a summons to welcome their lord; and his invi- 
tations were addressed not only to the aboriginal and 
stationary cultivators of the soil, but also to the Arab 
Schaichs, who occasionally here and there rented a 
district. The liberaUty of these latter on this occa^ 
aon exhibited various shades of difference. The 
first of my Bedawee^ tenants who attended my 
summons, gave me, over and above the tribute due, 
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twocanadfl, a dromedaiiy, and fifijfiUi idMepy with 
fleeces wkite as anow. ^' This begim irelV* tfamight 
I. The second produced for my acceptance « 
p]?e6ent of a d^rait hoe : — two joUy AbjBsiiiian 
danuels of the most oon^ying tonper :• observing 
^^ that even ivory looked insipid, unless contrasted 
with ebony.^' The thifd only presented his landlord 
with a lean steed ; but then he was of noble bloody 
and his pedigree so long that it would have reached 
to Cairo. ^^ Even this is not much amiss," said I to 
myself. A fourth Arab chief now made his aj^iear- 
a&ce^who gave me not a mngle para beyond the sti- 
pulated rent ; and to him I only grew somewhatre)^ 
conciled, when there came a fifth> who raised suck a 
commotion, that I would willingly hav« remitted idl 
Ue owed me, with a handsome consideration on my 
side into the bargain, to see a himdred leagues of 
imperviable desert separate our respective juiia* 
dictions. 

I had Idl the lady Khadidg^ my wife fuUy ooeu- 
jned in collecting every spedes of amukt and ehansy 
and recommending hecscjf to the efficacy of every 
£Dffm of devout orison and praotiee, in vogue rith«r 
amoqg Mussulman or Cbrbtians, for the purpose 
pf semg her wmst lose coi my return its perrerse 
shmness : but, except on &e soor^ of progeny, fidt 
with respect tamy qpouse in the most h^ppy seen-* 
nty, vshan uncpqpectodly an express mhred &om 
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Cairo, with the sad tidings that she had not only 
been s^zed with a sudden iUness, but was actually 
considered as in Tery great danger. As however the 
sapient Moslemin Esculapius called in aa the occa- 
sion, had decided upon the case without seeing the 
patient, on the mere evidence of a bit of a53k thread 
tied round her wrist, I chose not implicitly to trust 
to his report, and immediately set off myself with aU 
speed for the capital; — resolved that some Frank 
physician should, if possible, cure my wife, even at 
the risk of seeing her ; and only puzaled how to 
bring about so desperate a measure ! 

Alas ! It was written that I myself should be- 
hold her no more ! Just before the last stage of my 
journey, the breath of life had left her for ever ! 
My q>eed only brought me home in time to hear 
the dismal bowlings that were raised on my youth- 
ful hdpmate^s decease. At my first alighting in the 
court yard of the house of mourning, a fresh peal 
of woQlliah<»woes, louder than any former, went forth 
from every window, by way of appropriate greeting ; 
and, without much preparation, gave me the first 
notice of my loss. I was next dragged by force 
of arms to the place where lay an insensible corpse, 
she whom my last parting look had left elate in all 
the pride of youth, of health and of power. Plates 
of gold covered the coffin, dazzling tissues hung 
around it, and flowers of every hue filled the 
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air with their fragrance, as if to mock, or to render 
more dismal by their gaud^ness, the foul corruption 
at work within. " O Khadidgd,'' cried I, at this 
solemn and appaling sight, " too soon has thy tale 
been told : too soon hast thou glided by Uke a noon- 
day shadow ; too soon has the rough wind of death 
swept away the just expanding blossom of thy exist- 
ence I** and hereupon I let the funeral proceed. For 
already the attendants were chiding me that I thus 
rudely kept the black and blue angels of the tomb, 
waiting for their new guest. 

My myrtles now faded ; my only shade now 
being that of the cypress, I went and deposited 
my grief at Suleiman's feet. A good deal afflicted 
himself, he yet preserved his wonted courteous- 
ness, and assured me that his sentiments in my 
behalf would ever remain unchanged. I thanked 
him for saying so ; but felt that I had lost the 
surest pledge to his favor, and was tempted to 
apply the Greek saying : ^^ Welcome this misfor- 
tune, so it come but single !*' 

A Mamluke seldom finds much leisure for mourn- 
ing. Scarce had I composed myself for the purpose, 
when my retirement was invaded by a rumour that 
the expedition agsunst the Beys of Upper Egypt, a 
fewmonths before unexpectedly abandoned, had been 
as unexpectedly resumed. It soon was followed by a 
strange report that Mourad had actually set out on 
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his maich for Es-souan. This event would only 
have aflbrded us a subject for rejoicing, had' not 
the Signor Mourad, — whether with the view of re- 
serving for his own adherents alLthe profits of the 
campaign, or in the idea of leaving Ibrahim pro- 
vided in his absence with sufficient means of defence, 
—contented himself with only taking on this occasion 
his own troops, instead of all those at Cairo which 
belonged to his party ; whence the Schaich-el-belled 
retained a larger force at his disposal, than was desir- 
able for the success of our plan. Still, despairing of 
a more &vourable opportunity, we determined to put 
it forthwith into execution ; and a meeting of all the 
principal confederates was convened at Ayoob's pa- 
lace, to determine upon the best mode of proceeding. 
When it came to my turn to give my opinion, 
I proposed rushing at once with all our host upon 
the Schaich-el-belled, surprising him in his palace 
ere any assistance could reach him from the citadel, 
and running every hazard in order to secure his 
person. No hint whatever was to be given him of 
the least dissatisfaction lurking in our breasts ; above 
all, no proposal of any sort was to be made 
nor no step to.be taken that could put the wily 
chief in any way upon his guard, ere this purpose 
was accomplished^ When once fairly in our power, 
Ibrahim must submit to whatever terms^ and grant 
whatever securities we" chose to prescribe. 
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Several of the party> and among others Sulei- 
man my patron, felt the expediency of' this deci-^ 
sive conduct; and supported my proposal ^ith all 
th^ influence : but Ayoob as strenuously opposed 
it. He would not hear of proceeding, as he called it, 
to extremities with the head of the cprps, until 
milder measures had been tried ; and when I le- 
ptroached him with faint-heartedness, looked signi-- 
ficaotly, first at me, then at the further comer of the 
room, and at last cried out in angry tone, ^^ that at 
l^ist he never yet had fled from any place inwomen^s 
clothes. '^ 

Encouraged by the sentiments of this leadiiig per- 
sqnage, some of the lesser members of our party 
noWiin their turn opposed my scheme with all the 
resolution of cowardice ; and the boldest measure 
which could obtain the assent of the majoi*ity, waa 
that of marchingout of Cairo, collecting all our forces 
int^e Koobbet-^Uhcuie, and from our^amp sending 
Ihprahim the qption of compliance with our terms^ 
or in^mediate and interminable warfare.. On this 
popr and spiritless conclusion of the meeting, Sulei- 
man in his, wrath rent his garment, I shrugged up 
my shoulders, and the few that had common sense} 
conndered our affidrs as lost. 

According to the plan resolved upon, as soon as 
Mourad was supposed to be suffidently advanced on 
his way to the Said, wje faravely rushed out of the 
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ckpHid, piidied our titmp under the atjr/wallsi, a^a 
dqp^fed Saleh, the abfest of Ayoob's KTiachcfs, to hy 
before' Ibrahim our long list of grievances. Oxr^dfe 
£M blush of tbe busmess, the Schaich-el-bell^dt ap- 
pe&ed more frightened and more disposed to gtkpt 
red^resd, than I durst have hoped. He seemed ready 
ib a)6cede to any terms ; and only wanted^— ^he as^iUM 
usj — dearly to understand what were our irislies. 
Thos6 who had insisted on gentle measures now 
triumphed, and looked all exultation. In tlie obiirse 
of the negotiation, it is true, their oonfidenoeinth^ 
si^adity abated a little. The first panic of tbexhief 
seemed gradually to subside : he shewed symbfomB 
of returning resolution ; and contrived tb make^'die 
aSair drag on a long while after the expected period) 
ere it came to a conclusion! At length, hoiirev^, 
he agreed to our demands ; the treaty was put ihto 
wiSting, and emissaries weiit out in evetj direction 
to collect such of the Schaich-el-belled*s creatures 
as were to lie our securities. We only waited for 
the hostages, triumphantly to enter the city, and 
take possession of the government. 

All at once a most appalling report spread through 
the camp ! While we were quietly drawn up under one 
extremity of the city, Mourad, it was said, had with 
all his finroes re-entered its predncts at the other. In- 
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formed on his march of our insurrection, — ^which per- 
haps its only object had been to bring about prema- 
turely,— he had re-descended the left bank of the 
river, crossed over at Djizeh, and resumed his post at 
Ciuro, ere the enormous circuit of this city had per- 
Qiitted our receiving the least intimation of his prieci- 
pitate return; and the very messenger who was to 
have brought us the pledges for the fulfilment of the 
treaty, brought the first authentic intelligence that 
all negociation was at an end ! ^' Tell my friends 
without thegates,^' were the last words addressed to 
this personage by Ibrahim, ^' that since they have 
taken the trouble to quit Cairo of their own accord, 
they have nothing to do now but to make the best of 
their way to Upper Egypt ; Mourad, my colleague, 
islessenduringthanlam." 

We looked aghast ; but followed the Schaich-el- 
belled's advipe. Raising our camp without a mo. 
ment's delay, we glided in haste behind Mount 
Mokhadem, and during four days marched with- 
out interruption along the back of the rugged ridge 
of which it forms the extremity. I hen crossing its 
uneven width, we on the fifth morning gained the 
river. This too we passed, and soon, on its western 
bank, reached the' town of Minieh. 

Here we fixed our h^ad quarters. Our position 
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afforded us every convenience for what was next ih 
our wishes to ruling at Cairo— starving the capitd 
by intercepting its supplies. To contribute to this 
laudable purpose as effectually as possible, I sta-* 
tioned my own little troop in the vicinity of Ash- 
Moonin, where I had opportunities of making good 
captures, and of manifesting great impartiality. 
The times in truth admitted not of nice distinc- 
tions between friends and foes: beflddes which 
there lurked about me I do not know what pre- 
sentiment, that my sojourn in Egypt was draw- 
ing to a close. I therefore determined to make 
the most of my time while I staid. Summer 
insects sting sharpest in autumn, when they begin 
to grow weak. 

Still was it my study that the little offerings of 
my friends should appear the sole result of their 
own liberality. Receiving intelligence one day that 
a rich Coobd of Cidro was to be on the road, I took 
special care to greet him on his passage. ^^ I knew your 
intentions, my worthy friend," said I, ** of travelling 
this way with all your money and jewels ; and for 
old friendship's sake immediately scoured the coun- 
try, that you might meet with no extortion." Da- 
vood was all thaaks. ^^ Set bounds to your grati- 
tude," resumed I ; ^ the two hundred sequins you 



$6 ANASTASIUS. 

destine me far my trouble I podtively will not take. 
All I can oonaent to is to accept an hundred.** Dayood 
began to remonstrate. *^ No words.*' cried I, ^^ but 
die sequins; fpr the robbers still are near P So 
t]i(^ugfat Davood, and paid the money. 
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CHAPTER V. 

HuN&Eii, they say, drives the wolf out of the forest : 
it certamly in the year eighty-three drove the 
Schaich-el-belled out of Cairo — ^but with a full 
determination to clear the banks of the Nile, of 
which we entirely impeded the navigation. Some 
surprise indeed was created by thus seeing the two 
l^ers exchange offices and characters : for while 
IlHrahim sallied forth in warlike trim to attack the 
enemy, Mourad remained in the capital a tranquil 
spectator of the fray. The conclusion, however, 
shewed that for once Mourad had foiled Ibrahim 
with his own weapons. During the march of the 
Schaich-el-belled, his colleague negotiated so success- 
fully with the Sultanas Pasha, that he induced the 
Visier to invest two of his Munlukes — Osmian 
Eiachef sumamed Tamboordgi, and Mohammed 
Siaehef called the Elfi — with the rank of Beys* 

This prooeeduig of Mourad's appeared so sus- 
picious to Ifairalum, that he began to fear lest his 
colleague might, be meditating thie same game 
which h^ MiBsdf had pliiyed before; ^d having 
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drawn him ou of Cairo, might shut its gates against 
his re-entran ce^as he had shut them against ours. He 
therefore change his plan, or at least seemed to do 
so ; and made this occurrence the pretext for spar- 
ing us the battle which he probably never had in- 
tended to give. Instead of waging savage war, he 
proposed terms of peace. Our leaders judged it 
prudent to meet his advances; and in October of 
the same year Ibrahim reinstated our whole party 
in Cairo. 

Mourad now in his turn sullenly marched out ; 
but we at first heeded not much his pettishness : as 
it is far from a rare occurrence for the rulers of 
Egypt to agree most amicably upon a rupture. 
The apparently impending hostilities afford each 
party a pretence for imposing on its adherents and 
clients extraordinary contributions ; -and when tlie 
last para for the warHke preparations is paid ; lo 
and behold ! the world is gladdened witli the news 
of a reconciliation. 

On this occasion, however, Moiu'ad protracted the 
shew of warfare somewhat longer than usual ; and 
indeed acted his part with such truth of imitation, 
as almost to impress us with tbe idea of the reality : 
for not only he actually retired into the Sajid, but 
there continued with such earnestness the task 
which we had undertaken of destroying the supplies 
of the capital in their very sources, that Ibrahim 
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at last began to think the joke too serious, and in 
order to appease his rivaK again sent us fresh notice 
to quit the capital. It was unpleasant to be thus 
bandied to and fro ; but at this juncture braving 
Ibrahim would have been braving the whole force 
in the citadel, ready to move at his command. 
Thus deprived of every hope of successful resist- 
ance, we agreed to obey ; but only with the view 
of executing a scheme proposed many times and 
as often rejected, of coalescing in the Said with Is- 
mail and Hassan. 

I was at home when the resolution of our Beys 
to quit Cidro reached me. Immediately on receiv- 
ing it I collected all that was most valuable in my 
harem, and while the beasts of burthen were loading, 
walked over the various apartments of my abode, 
as one who bestows a last look on friends he leaves 
for ever. " Happen what may," exclaimed I, 
*^ here I have at least enjoyed a few moments of 
ease and quiet, whose existence fate has no power 
to expunge from the records of time ! Should I, 
while I live, enjoy no other, my mind will revert to 
these with a grateful recollection !" All now being 
ready, I joined my patron, and with the rest of our 
party marched out of the city. 

In the full confidence that Ibrahim must make 
the peace offering required of him, Mourad had re- 
desceoded from the Said aleng the eastern banks of 
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the Nile, and had returned to the vicimty oi Cairo. 
Prom the heights of the Mokhadem he saw our 
troop wind along the plain. He had the vantage 
ground, and thought the mon ent propitious (or 
exterminating our hostile body at a blow. 

To rush down the hill ^ith all his force, and 
attack us like a lion who sees an unsuspecting 
prey, was. the work of an instant. Fortunately 
his superior numbers were exhausted by a long 
march, while our fewer men all were fresh. We 
therefore received the shock of the fir^ oniset 
without giving way, and a bloody combat imme- 
diately ensued. 

As usual, the Mamlukes of each different house at 
first remained in close order round their chiefs ; and 
I therefore fought next my patron, until, wounded 
in the shoulder, he was carried to the rear, when I 
acquired greater latitude of movements. Spying in 
the thickest of the fight a son of Osman^s, to wh<Hn, 
for many a treacherous action, I long had owed an 
adequate return, I took aim at him while firing his^ 
carbine, and lodged a ball in his side, which made 
him bite the dust. One of Elfi*s bairbrained children 
instantly sprung forward to revenge his frieudTa 
death, and made a thrust at his slayer. I received the 
stroke on my yatagan, and with a well timed blow sent 
him too reeling out of the field. He scarce had gone 
fifty yards, ere he fwited and fell. Another myrmi- 
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douof MouxacTsnowadvanced: Asssadwashisname. 
Proud of his size and strength^ he deemed himself 
secure of victory before he fought ; and in order to 
^ve^grefiter splendor to his triumph, prefaced his as- 
SMilt with the most insulting language, llie clash of 
swords soon followed ; and here again mine proved 
the better blade. My adversary's sabre was shiver- 
ed in his hand, and himself unhorsed and brought 
to the ground. Maddened by his previous taunts 
I WB9 ^ing to dispatch him ; but he expressed 
such contrition and begged mercy so piteousiy, that I 
agreed, though reluctantly, to spare his worthless 
life. Scarce had I turned my head to call to my 
people, whenihe wretch, deUberately taking aim, fired 
his pistol at me. The baH grazed my cheek and oqly 
tore my turban. I now dismounted to plunge my 
dagger to t|ic scoundreTs heart ; but in the very 
act of lifting my poniard, a bullet struck my hand, 
and paralysed my fingers. I dropped my handjar^ 
and Assad-— with a sudden jerk tearing himself 
away from my Mamlukes, who already were sizing 
hold of the traitor, — darted afresh amid the thickest 
q£ the combat^ and slunk out of sight. 

In despair at this grievous disappointment, I 
now vaulted back, into my saddle, but, from jthe 
USf^jCSsn^s of my left hand, was unable either to 
hold my X€ims or wield my fire arms. Soon the|:efF 
fine my jbbrse, unsufqported by, his rider, came domk 
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completely. Thrown off and lamed by the fall, I 
was obliged for some time to defend myself agmnst 
a Mamluke enemy with one knee to the f? round. 
While with my yatagan I parried his unceasingblows, 
another of his party tried to ride over and trample 
me to death : but spite of his rider^s urging voice and 
stirrup, the generous steed refused to obey, and my 
own horse who had got upon hrs legs again, now 
exhausted with loss of blood, fell dead by my side, 
and served me as a rampart. Yet still my helplessr 
state must soon have left me at the mercy of my' 
well-mounted adversary, had not at this juncture 
my own Mamlukes dashed through the adverse 
current, and come to my -assistance. One of them 
struck my enemy in the loins. He fell backward 
in his saddle, was immediately pulled off his horse, 
and I raised up and mounted in his stead. I could 
however only hold my reins with my teeth, and 
guide my courser with my sword, while raging 
with the thirst of vengeance, I flew from rank ta 
rank to seek the traitor Assad. 
• Already the falling dusk seemed to deny every act 
of personal animosity, and to permit a continuance' 
only of random blows and general slaughter. My 
search therefore was fruitless ! Ere yet, however,* 
the closing night had dropped its sable curtain en- 
tirely over the combat, a colossal form, soaring like 
the spirit of evil, caught my searching eye. Instantly 
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I threw mylself down, stooped close to the ground^ 
penetrated athwart the surrounding phalanx, and, 
while the haughty chief as giving a signal, struck 
at his face one single furious blow. A second must 
have wrought my own death. I therefore tarried 
not, but, under my horse*s belly, assisted by the 
darkness, made my escape. At this instant a loud 
and long shout of terror announced tp all hb men 
that Mourad was wounded ; and his hated blood, 
drawn by me, formed the kst event of the expiring 
battle. 

Our principal apprehension had been all along 
lest Ibrahim, apprised of the engagement, should 
sally forth, and support his colleague with the troops 
from the citadeL Probably he wished not to render 
his rival's success too complete ; and IVlourad him- 
self, now having had enough of fighting, no longer 
opposed our retreat He entered the city, while 
we, gathering up our most distinguished dead, to 
be consigned to vulgar earth on the road, con- 
tinued our march uninterruptedly all night. Su- 
leiman, who suffered much from his wound, was 
carried in a litter, and I, with my hand in a sling, 
and my leg bandaged up, figured on a jaded hack« 
I regretted the richly caparisoned steed of my 
enemy Assad, which I one moment had regarded 
as mine ; I still more grievously regretted the 
home-thrust of my dagger, which I hoped to have 
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made his : but my succeBsftil* nim at- MoifirM hltn^ 
self, the lisfly gash ittiprinted on Us ragged jaw, and 
the streams of blood gushing f!t>m' his hatefulfkce, 
though sights which I had not had leiisut^ tb efnjoy in 
llie origmal^ were a rich treiat for toy imagination i ' 

Several years had elap^ between the first com- 
bat I witnessed, and tbis last engagement In both 
I was allowed to have shewn some valour': but hot^r 
different were the sentiments whieh, ott these Af- 
ferent occasions, n^red my arm ! In the - fight 
against the Arnaoots, I only obeyed a vague de^& 
to gain applause, and to vent the empty fSrm^t of 
my youthful ambition. I fought tiie foe, as X would 
have hunted the beast of prey : no personal racn- 
<»ur gave venom to the wounds I dealt. Here, oil 
the contrary, every feeling of personal interest; ani- 
mosity and revenge directed my aim, and dwelt oh 
my blows After hewing down my enemy, I gree- 
dily contemplated his fall, and could almost have 
wished to turn my weapon round aiid round ih his 
woiind : my soul seemed to thirst after his blood as 
after a refreshing stream ; and when the hot spring 
gushed from Mourad^s own swelling veins, I ^ could 
have dared death itself to riot in the crimson tide f ' 

Just at the period when the animosity between 
the insurgents and the chiefs of Cairo was at itg 
height ; when both parties had sealed thdr enmity 
with their blood ; when all chance of reconciliation 
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ing healer of internal feuds, the fear of an extenud 
eomiyi A, report, b^surirtg; the stamp of undoubted 
authority suddenly ^ead itself 4irough' Gairo^ 
Hbat.Hassftn. was making- imm<»iae preparations at 
Cppiitantinp{d'e for reinstating IsmaiL Immediately 
the t^nrified- leaders sent afW our fugitive^ troop pto- 
posakof mujt^al forgivafieBa* The bearers, entrusted 
with no less credentialathan Mourad's own ring add 
chapjet^ rodched u^ the ^ih day of our march, ih 
the midat of the iXK>uatains; The sole indispehsible 
oonditi(9i of die recDndQiation they offered. Was 
%. sacfifioe of ^a few of our Beys^ trustiest followers, 
whofijS'^poU was wanted to feed thb rapacity of their 
&i9n Mamlukesi It ia true, the interests of thiese 
▼ery adherents had been the ostensible pretext ti£ 
the rupture : but they were readily ^ven up as a 
peace c^^ng, when deemed the only obstacle to 
renewed harmony. 

Among the appointments to be ceded was mine. 
Suleiman indeed proposed a commutation; but 
whether Mourad knew the author of his wound, or 
frem whatever other cause, he would hear of no 
exchange. My father-in-law therefore ended like 
other politicians by yieidtng to circumstances. He 
declared himself tmflible alone to renst the importu- 
nities of all the other Beys^ and I was summoned to 
^ve up my possd^ons. Thus were realized the 
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effects which I apprehended from th« loss of my 
wife. 

My patron had only yielded, he said, to superior 
force; I thought it fair to follow his example. 
When therefore the storm burst forth, I gathered 
together my trustiest followers, and, instead of re- 
turning to Cairo, and expressing my readiness to be 
, stripped, — as I was expected in deference to highet 
interests, to do, — struck across the country, ]:)assed 
the river, and reached my Kiacheflik, There, in- 
trenched in the best manner I was able, I bade my 
antagonists take the trouble of turning me out. 

During a whole month they seemed averse from 
the task, until at last I thought myself forgotten ; 
but on the fifth week after my arrival, I received 
intelligence that my successor was coming. He 
was accompanied by a force so very superior to 
what I could njuster, that I gave up the Eiacheflik 
for lost, and only resolved to make the new Kiachef 
pay a handsome admission fee. Collecting all my 
cash, jewels, and other valuables, I loaded with them 
half a dozen camels and dromedaries, freed my 
slaves, gave away my fixtures, and followed by my 
small troop of faithful M amlukes, posted myself in 
ambush a few leagues from the town, in a place 
where I knew the enemy must pass. It was an 
elevat;ed plain, advantageously suited for my pur- 
pose. In front rose a hillock covered with ruined 
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koobb^s,^ cactus hedges and date trees, which 
screened us completely, while behind lay an open 
couBtry, and a kalish, with a bridge of boats and 
boards, which secured our retreat. 

After a whole night of tedious expectation, we 
early in the morning heard the tramp of horsemen, 
and presently the enemy came in sight. By his loose 
and straggling order of march it was plidn that he 
had no suspicion of our design : and soon the troop 
approached so near our masked battery, that we 
eould discern the features of every individual. 
Heavens! how my heart bounded when in the 
chief, — ^in the stranger who came to dispossess me, 
— I recognised the identical Assad who had tried to 
take away my life, as my reward for saving his own. 
I immediately made a signal to my followers to 
leave in my own hands the soothing task of just re- 
venge, took the best aim I was able, and fired. A 
general discharge instantaneously followed: but I, 
had the inexpressible satisfaction of seeing Assad 
fall first, though several of his troop soon bit the 
dust around him. The remainder, unable to guess 
the force of their invisible assailants, immediately 
tOQk fight, and dispersed in all directions. 

Save the place which my men occupied, there 
was not a qpot in oght where the fugitives could 
ba)t and rally. The rout of those that remained 
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sonndy therefore, enabled me to approadi the 
wounded. Assad, though weltering in his blood, 
was still alive: but already the angel of death 
flapped his dark wings over the traitor's brow. 
Hearing footsteps advance, he made an e£Port to 
raise his head, probably in hopes of approaching 
succour : but beholding, but recognising only me, 
be' felt that no hopes remained, and gave a shriek 
of despair. Life was flowing out so fast, that I 
had only to stand still, — my arms folded in each 
other, — and with a steadfast eye to watch its 
departure. One instant I saw my vanquished foe, 
a^tated by an unceasing tremor, open his eyes 
and dart at me a glance of impotent rage : but soon 
he averted them again, then gnashed his teeth, con- 
vulsively clenched his fist, and expired. I spumed 
the lifeless wretch with my foot. 

Wishing now for nothing more, I only sought 
the speediest retreat, iell back in all haste, and got 
to the westward of the beaten track, into the bound- 
less desert. Several of my camels were intercepted 
by the Arabs, and my. men suffered cruelly from' 
missing a well ; but falling in soon after with the 
Nubian caravan, our distress was relieved, though 
at ihe expence of half my remaining treasure. 
At last, after performing a prodigbus circuit, 
during which we experienced incredible hardships. 
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we contrived to reach Es-souan^ and joined the 
exiled Beys, Ismail and Hassan. 

Never had the insurgents, even when in most 
open hostility with the chiefs of Cairo, formed a 
common cause with the party in the Said. Too 
deeply rooted a jealousy divided the houses of 
Mohammed and of Aly. The first and only attempt 
at an union of interests was that which followed the 
battle of the Mokhadem, and was foiled by the re- 
conciliation ^of which I became the victim. At 
enmity now with every party in the cajntal, I was 
well received by the Beys of upper Egypt. I con- 
firmed to them the welcome intelligence of the 
Capitan-Fasha^s preparations, and engaged soon to 
return with Isnuul to Cairo. Meantime, appre- 
hending that I might, in spite of appearances, be 
deemed a spy only upon the ex-Schaich-el-belled, I 
made over to him my few remaining Mamlukes, and, 
rid of this burthen, determined to withdraw from 
Egypt, until the Grand Admiral should actually be 
on his way. Having however still some goods and 
valuables, I kept my design a secret, lest my kind 
fiiends should make my property a keep-sake. 
After a few short rambles, to wean them by de- 
grees from the pleasure of seeing, me, I at last 
undertook a longer flight On a fine star Jight 
night, of which there is no lack near Uie Cataracts, 
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fioeompaniod only by two trnsly sa*Tant$ mounted 
like myself on dromedaries, we slipped away add 
again plunged in the desert. 

By a forced mardi I reached Qiecieb. It$ 
Kiachef bad formerly been my friend, and what 
deserves to be recorded, still shewed himself my 
n^ell wisher. He gave me letters for bis lieutenant 
at A!Edab« I travelled across the sands to this sea- 
port, fay the Franks called Cosseir^ and foimd it» 
road fnU of Zaims^ from Djedda, freighted for Suez, 
but which had lost the season. One of them I en- 
gaged to carry me across the Red Sea ; and bidding 
Egypt, with its plagues as wdl as its blessings,— 
its mud and misery, its locusts and lizards, as well 
as its perfumed rice and purfde dates, its goldcsi 
grapes and azure nileh,^ — a reluctant adieu, vAih 
heavy heart embarked. 

Th0 vessel was wretched, and the passage stofmy ; 
but after expecting to founder on every coral ree£ 
in our way, we at last providentially ran safe inta 
Djeddabarbotur. On stepping, after so many p^ls 
by land and by water, on the Arab shore, I could 
not help exclaiming : ^^ My native land has re- 
nounced me ; the coutitry of my adoption has cast 
me off: be thouA O strange j9oS, the wanderer's lesa 
fickle fiiend!'' 
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I \a^ left « storm gathering in Egjpt^ of which 
{ ranee hav« thanked God I witnessed not the burst- 
hig. Already previouii to nOy departm^ die cpQi> 
sequence of the scarcity had begun to a|^ear ki 
many places : but it was only after I left the coun- 
try that the famine attakied its full f<Hy^ ; and such 
was, in lapite c^ every expedient of human wisdom^ or 
iq^)eal to Divine mercy^ the pirqgressive fiiry of the 
scourge, that at last the Schaichs and other regular 
mtmeriters of worship, — supposing the Deity to have 
become deaf to their entreaties, or incensed at their 
presumption, — no longer themselves ventured to im- 
plore cxffended Heaveil, and h^iceforthonlyaddres* 
Bed die Almi^ty through the interceding voices, of 
tender infants; in h^ies that, though callous to the 
snffigeingg of corrupt man. Providence still nvigfat 
fistem to the supplications of untainted childhood, 
andgmnt to the innocent prayers of babes,, what it 
denied tothe agoniang cry of beings hardened in sin. 
Led by the Imams to the tops of the highest minaret^ 
£ule creatures from five to ten years of age therfe 
mvied to Heaven their pure bands and feeble voices; 
and while all the countless myriads of Cairo, col- 
lieeted round the foot of these loflty structures, ob- 
served A profonnd and mournful silence, they alone 
were heford to lisp Aom their slender summits en« 



108 ANASTASIUS. 

treaties for Pivine mercy. Nor did even they cson- 
tinue to implore a fertility, which no longer could 
save the thousands of starving' wretches already in 
the pangs of death. They only begged that a 
general pestilence might speedily deliver them 
from their lingering and painful agony : and 
when, from the gilded spires, throughout every 
district of the immense Masr, thousands of infantine 
voices went forth the same instant to implore the 
same sad boon, the whole vast population below 
with half extingubhed v(Hces jointiy answered, ^^ so 
beitr 

The humble request God in his mercy granted. 
The plague followed the scarcity, and the conta- 
gion completed what the famine had begun. The 
human form was swept away from the surface of 
the land, like the shadows of darkness which 
the dawn puts to flight. Towns, and villages, and 
hamlets innumerable were bereft of thdr tenants 
to a man. The Uving became too few to buiy 
the dead. Their own houses remained their 
cemeteries. Where long strings of coffins at first 
had issued forth, not a solitary funeral any longer 
appeared. Hundreds of families, who had fled 
from famine to Syria, were overtaken by the 
pldgue in the midst of their journey^ and with 
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thdr dead bodies marked their route through the 
desert, Egypt, smitten by the two fold visitar 
Uon, ahnost ceased to appear inhabited ; and both 
plagues at last disappeared, for want of further 
victims to slay. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

t WAS near the Holy City, and had all my time at my 
disposal. Could it be better employed than in seizing 
so favourable an opportunity of acquiring the title and 
the prerogatives of a hadjee?' I therefore determined 
to perform, in its utmost strictness, the pilgrimage 
imposed on all true believers ; and no sooner had set 
foot onshoreatDjedda,than I immediatelyproceeded 
on to Mekkah> where I achieved in solitude my first 
round of devotions at the Kaaba.^ It is true that^ 
as on this globe at least the holiest places are not 
always the most agreeable, I again returned as fast 
back to Djedda ; but it was only to wait until the 
Coorban bayram^ should bring together at Mekkah 
the whole assemblage of caravans and pilgrims; when 
I purposed to revisit the ruby of Paradise, and to 
join the great body of hadjees, in the more solemn 
rites performed at that period under its shadow. 

Even in thebusier seaport of Ejedda itself, it must 
be owned, my pursuits scarce soared above the 
amusements of a paltry coffee-house, where I went 
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every morning to imoke my pipe, drink my cup of 
kishr,^and play my game of chess with a famous hand 
from Surat ; always hoping to return my adver- 
sary's infallible checkmate. These harmless pastimes 
were varied by a turn on the quay to see the un- 
lading of goods and monsters from the Red Sea ; 
and by the monotonous tales of a poor Schaich 
of the neighbourhood, who, for my paras, pro- 
cured me, if not any very delightful waking visions^ 
at least some very sound naps. 

An accidental rencontre with an . inhabitant of 
Djedda, Sidi Malek, for whom I had recovered at 
Cairo some property, purloined by Hassan'^s peo* 
pie on their visit to his city, promised me a little 
diange of scene. Our first meeting was in the street. 
** I koiew,^ exclaimed Malek on seeing me, *^ that 
this would be a day of rejoicing ! The word 
Allah, heard the first thing in the morning, never 
fails to bring good fortune ! I shall not however 
thmk mine complete until you leave your okkal^ 
and take up your abode under my roof So easy a 
mode of making my friend happy I could not in 
conscience decline. I collected my things, and fol- 
lowed Malek to his habitation. 

My acceptance of the Sidi's hospitalities, however^ 
soon turned out a greater burthen than I had sur* 
pected. According to Derwish, the star gazer at 
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Constantinople, whom I left meditating how to un« 
dermine the aqueduct, it was only the most distin« 
guished among the heavenly bodies that troubled 
themselves about the fate of man : but in the opi- 
nion of Malek, every stone, beast, and plant on the 
surface of the earth, presumed to meddle with our 
destiny. Nothing animated or inanimate could be 
named which exerted not over our being a mysteri- 
ous influence. From every occurrence, however tri- 
vial, some omen might be extracted, if one only 
knew the way ; and that way my friend Malek was 
determined to find out, cost what it might Not 
that, in the course of his research, he ever dreamt of 
looking for such connections between cause and ef- 
fect, as must arise from the intrinsic nature of things, 
and the palpable relationships between divers objects 
of the creation : Such a course would have been de- 
rogatory to the dignity of his pursuit. His science 
only admitted what was totally out of the course of 
nature, and beyond the reach of human understand- 
ing. The occult virtues which Malek sought in ob- ^ 
jects, were always precisely those which common 
sense would never have hit upon. Every secret 
agency was to have in it a something savouiifig of a 
prodigy, ^hich chance alone could disclose. Accord- 
ingly, the less foundation there appeared for a pecu- 
liar belief^ the more pertinaciously Malek clung to 
it ; and while he looked upon men of real science — 



ANASTASIUS, 107 

astronomers, physicians, and mathematicians, — as 
paltry geniuses who could not penetrate beyond the 
surface of things, he considered astrologers, jugglers 
and mountebanks, as the only men of real and 
sublime talents. To Aristotle and Galen he would 
proably have given but an indifferent reception, but 
the most errant fortune-teller might under his roof 
call for whatever he pleased. His house was a sort 
of asylum for all decayed mountebanks. One party, 
out of gratitude for his kindness, recommended 
another : and though in other respects rather a 
strict Mohammedan, Sidi Malek imm^iately 
made a favourite of every dirty Jew, Gentile, 
or Christian, who had the least pretensions to 
occult knowledge. The impostor ever found a 
hearty welcome while he condescended to accept 
of the Sidi's hospitalities, and never was dis«- 
missed wuhout a handsome viaticum. ^^ Because 
weak man happens to err in one particular, can 
he be right in no other P^^ Malek used to ask; 
and on the strength of this truth, he believed every 
lie that was uttered. 

While merely theoretical, these opinions might 
have been etitertaining enough, but reduced into 
practice, they rendered Malek^s society very irk- 
some. His own conversation was incoherent, mys- 
terious, and often unintelligible; and he took it 
much amiss when his friends wished to converse on 
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what they understood. On die least appeanmoe of 
incredulity with respect to his favorite tenets, bis 
passion knew no bounds. Always on the watch for 
every chance word or gesture that might be const^ed 
into a prognostic^ either good or bad^ he was con- 
stantly floating between idle hopes and silly fears, 
and conceived the strangest predilections or the most 
unfounded antipathies. My nose unfortunately hsld 
a curve which promised uncommon capabilities for 
the occult sciences, if but properly cultivated, and 
Malek determined they should not lie fallow £»* 
want of any pains which he could bestow. 

The Sidi^s stationary oracle was a soothsayer lof 
established repute, residing in one of the remotest 
suburbs of Djedda, and who seldom conde- 
scended to visit from home, but waited to be wor- 
shipped in his own cave or temple. For the sake 
of peace, I suffered myself to be conducted to this 
personage, the odour of whose fame, I was told, 
extended all the world over. It might be so : — asid 
certaiait is that X was nearly suffocated on elitelit^ 
his den. To say the truth, however, tibis sancta- 
aiy smelt more of things below, than df the stars 
^above; but I had promised to introduce ihysd^ 
and accordingly groped my way till I readied tb^ 
inmost recesses of the unsavory abode. 

There I found the wizzard seated in state on an 
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old dotbes-diest. A »tuffed crocodile canopied his 
hetd ; a serpent's skin of large dimensions was spread 
uader his feet On every part of the wall glittered 
potent charms and fcnrmidable spells. They had thar 
names written over them for the infbnnaU((Mi of tlie 
beholder, and h^ir of unborn Dives,^ heart of mai'^ 
den vipersy Hver of the bird Roc/ fat of dromeda^ 
ry's hunch, and bladders filled with the wind 
Sboooom,^ were among the least rare and curiQus. 
Of the wisszard'^s own form and features so little was 
discernible, that I almost doubted whether he had 
any. An immense pair of spectacles filled up all the 
space betwe^i his cloak and his turban. These 
spectacles were in constant motion, like a weather- 
code, fiom left to right and from right to left, be- 
tween a celestial globe robbed of half its constella- 
tions by the worms, and a Venice almanack despoiled 
of half its pages by the wear and tear of fingers. 
Befiire the astrologer lay expanded his table of 
natiYiUes. 

Opposite the master shone with a reflected light 
his apprentice, crouched, like a marmoset, on a low 
stool. This youth, with his Uttle pair of round 
qparkling eyes immoveably fixed on his principal, 
8«l watching all his gestures, and never stirred from 
his station^ except to hand him his compasses^ to 
turn liis globe, or to pick up his spectacles^ which 
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for want of the support of a nose^ came dflf every 
moment. "After each of these evolutions he imme- 
diatdj ran back to his pedestal, and resumed his 
immoveable attitude until the next call for his acti- 
vity. So complete a silence was maintuned all the 
time on both sides, that one would have sworn every 
motion of this pantomime must have been pr&^ 
concerted. 

Fearful of disturbing the influence of some planet^ 
or confusing the calculations of some nativity, I my- 
self remained a while silent and motionless at the en- 
trance of the sanctuary ; but finding that I might 
stay there till doomsday, if I waited for an invita^ 
tion to advance, I at last grew impatient, marched 
up to the wizzard, put my mouth to his ear, and 
roared out as loud as I could : " I suppose I am 
addressing the learned Schaich-Aly.^ 

Upon this, the astrologer gave a start, like one 
suddenly roused from some profound meditation, 
turned his head slowly round, as if it moved by 
clockwork, and after first leisurely surveying me 
several times from head to foot, and again from foot 
to head, at last said in a snuffling but emphatic 
tone, drawling every word in order to make what 
was not short in itself longer stiD : ^^If you mean 
the celebrated Schaich Abou Salech, Ibn-Moliam- 
med, Ibn-Aly^el Djeddawee el Schafei, Schaich of 
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the flowery mosque, and the cream of the astro- 
logers of the age, who holds familiar converse with 
the stars, and to whom the moon herself imparts all 
her secrets; lamhe!" 

" And if you should happen to want the best 
beloved of the. pupils of this luminary of the world, 
the young bud of the science of which he is the full 
blown pride, the nascent dawn of his meridian 
splendor,^ added from his pedestal the little mar- 
moset—** I am he f* 

" Hail," answered I, " to the full blown pride of 
astrology, and hail to its nascent bud ! May they 
be pleased to inrorm me what I am, whence I come, 
whither I am going, and whether or not I may hope 
to recover what I have lately lost ?" 

*• Young man,'' leplied the wizzard, "you lump 
together a heap ot questions, each of which, singly, 
would take a twelvemonth to answer at length. 
Besides, it is not in iny own person I inform people 
of sudi things. You cannot be ignorant that the 
voice of prophecy has ceased with the holy one of 
Mekkah. lam butthe humble interpreter of the stars. 
It is true that my vast knowledge of these celestial ora- 
cles enables me to understand their language as clear- 
ly as my mother tongue ; and that is what enables me 
to know to a tittle all that was, and is, and is to be. 
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I therefore may forthwith, if you please^ ascktain 
from the oh^nce opening of the holy book, in what way 
the Heavenly bodies choose to be interrc^tecL'' 

I agreed. The Doctor peifomied his ablutions, 
ind the dawn of his meridian splendor shook the 
dust off his gown. Thus cleansed, at least ext«^ 
nally, he mumbled a payer or two, i^d then 
irith great solemnity opened the Koran. 

^^ Child,^ said he, after having inspected the 
page, ^^ the admirable and impcartant ehapter en 
which Frovid^ipe hi^ wUled the eye of ita servant 
to fall, treats of the balance Wezn.^ Thiis proves 
in the clearest manner — ^but, ere I proceed further, 
what do you mean to pay meP^ 

" Two piastres," was my answer; thinking this 
a handsome remuneration* Not so the wizssard : 
the most grievous of insults could not have put 
him into a greater rage. ^*Two piastres!" ex- 
claimed he ; *^ why, in the quietest of times, and 
when a man^s fortune might almost be told him 
blindfold, this would scarce have been an aspre 
each adventure ; and now that the world is all turned 
topsy turvy, that men do not know whether they 
stand on their heads or their heels ; now that women 
wage war, Kings turn philosofdiers, and h^h 
prif^ts stroll about the country ; now that the Grand 
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Lama of Tibet takesa tarn to Pddif^and the Pap^ 
of Rome travels post to Vienna — to offer such a fee ! 
insdient, absurd, preposterous r 

I let the astrologer^s passion cool a little first, and 
then resumed the negodalion. After a gocA deal 
of altercation it ended in Ibn-Mohammed, IbA- 
Alj eUSchafei undertaking to reveal my desdny in 
two days, for the important sum of one sequin. 

At the appointed time I returned, bat found not 
Schuch Aly, as before, m solitary meditation. He 
stood surrounded by a whole line of customers ; 
and one he was abusing with such intemperance, 
as seemed to terrify all the rest, and make them 
apprehend their own fortunes would fare the worse 
for the incident. " Wretch T he crifed ; ^* to 
apply to me for charms to rid your bouse of ver- 
min, as if I was in league with vipers and with 
sooflTpiohsp ! Go to the wandering Santons that j^ 
in the cross ways, and presume not again to appear 
in liie presence of one whcfm the very skies treat 
mA reverence*" 

The fV^tened peasaiit retired, and the remaiiw 
der received the d^otit and wonderful sentences^ 
which oiily re^ir^ li^g kept earefuffy sefalkf 
up, to procure the beaMr every species of bliss. 

The levee thus diqiatcbed, the wizzard turned 
to nie. << I have omijdeted your busiiiess,'^ eiied 

VOL. II. I 
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he, handing me a dirty scrawl. '^ But it has been 
with incredible toil. I cannot conceive what you 
have done to the stars. At the bare mention rf 
your name they all began to laugh. It has cost me 
a whole night^s labor to bring them to their senses. 
Instead of one sequin, I ought to have .a dozen." 

^' Not one single aspre,'* replied I, glancing 
over the paper, and throwing it in the wizzard' 
face. ^^ The beginning informs me that I shall 
certainly die young, provided I do not grow old, 
and cannot fail to marry, unless I die angle ; and 
as to the end, it has no meaning at all !^' 

^^ It has a great deal of meaning," replied the 
now unfuriated star-gazer ; ^^ for it means that you 
certainly will be hanged." 

^' It then also means,'*^ replied I, ^^ that I need 
not pay a farthing; for, if I am not hanged, you 
have written a parcel of hes, undeserving of a fee ; 
and, if I am equally to swing, whether I pay or not, 
I may as well save my money, and give you adrub-^ 
bmg into the bargain.'^ So saying I laid on ; and 
the young bud of science, who tried to protect his 
master, came in for his share of my bounty. All 
inttocourse with the constellations now being at an 
end, I walked, off, threatened alternately with the 
justice of the stars, and with that of the Cadee. 

I thought it best to tell Malek at once how I 
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had behaved to his astrologer. He began to think 
less favorably of my docility, and our friendship 
somewhat cooled. Fortunately the season of the 
festivals was at hand, and I returned to Mekkah, 
to witness the arrival of tlie pilgrims. 

At Cairo I had viewed the departure of the 
caravan from the Birket-el-hadj,'^ as a species of 
public rejoicing. The whole of the night which 
preceded the raising of the tents, the camp, resplen* 
dant with the light of millions of lamps, aind re« 
echoing with the sound of thousands of musical 
instruments^ seemed the special abode of mirth and 
fdeasure ; and the ensuing morning the pilgrims, 
fresh, gay, full of ardor, and prancing along the 
road, looked like a proces^on of the elect, going to 
take possession of Paradise. 

Alas, how different was the appearance of this 
same caravan, after a; long and fatiguing march 
across the desert, on its arrival at Mekkah ! Wan^ 
pale, worn out with fatigue and thirst, incrusted 
with a thick coat of dust and perspiration, they 
wh6 composed it seemed scarce able' to crawl to the 
place of their destination. The end of their jour- 
ney looked like that of their earthly existence ; or 
rather, one might have fancied their bodies already 
smitten by the spirit of the desert, and their ghosts 
come disembodied to accompli^ their vow. 
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Anumg the aniTals were some of my Egyptian 

fiiehds; but thdr sufferings had so altered than^ 

that they were obliged to syllable their names, ere I 

could bring their persons to my recollection. One 

had almost lost his eyesight, another scarce preserved 

B, remnant of his before slender intellect, and a third 

was, in consequence of constant alarms, become 

subject to such spasmodic movements, that he 

believed himself obliged to hold his head fast by the 

ears, lest it should turn round like a top on his 

body! 

The holy house of Mekkah offers nearly the 
same difference from that of Loretto, which the 
Mussulman diameter does from that of the Franks. 
Every body knows the Santa Casa to be a whirligig 
sort of thing, which in its roving disposition, 
changed its abode half a dozeiji tilnes before it 
could finally settle. The Eaaba, on the contrary, 
is a steady demure sort of a house, which, from the 
day the angels placed it where it stands, never 
manifested the least inclination to move. Afioord- 
tngly, even Mohammed dared not meddle with its 
well established reputation. It firmly stood its 
ground in spite of his reform, and to this day 
remrais the chief object of the worship of his 
foUowers. 
Seven limes I walked round the holy pile in full 
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procession, and seven times kissed the black $tone, 
whidi the Angel Gabriel brought from Paradise, 
(I did not enquire why) to figure in its south-west 
comer. I next went to the valley of Menah to re- 
nounce Satan and his wo;rks, by flinging a pebble 
over my left shoulder ; nor did I fail to fill a 
pitcher with the brackish water of the well Zan- 
Zem, to quench the thirst of the soul. But what 
I prized beyond all other things were the parings 
of the besom that had swept the tabemade, which 
I purchased from the Sherce of Mekkah," to cleanse 
the impurities of the heart, and which, if mine were 
not all wiped away, failed of doing its duty. 

My spiritual concerns thus attended to, I turned 
to my temporal aflFairs, and made an exchange of 
some of the property which I brought from Egypt, 
for other and more suitable articles ; for be it known, 
that the festivals of the holy house end in a fair^ 
held in the innumerable tents that encircle it like 
a girdle, and which brings together merchants and 
goods from the most opposite extremities of the 
old hemisphere— very properly making even the 
worship of Mammon contribute to support the 
temple of the Lord, 

From Mekkah I proceeded with the whole body 
of the plgrims to Medinah, a place samewhat less 
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holy but infinitely more agreeable. There (stOl 
intent on deeds of holiness) I bargained for a little 
bit of the fringe which had adorned the Prophet's 
tomb ; but found the unconscionable vender ask a 
price I scarce would have given for Mohammed's 
own two front teeth, kept in the holy treasury at 
Constantinople. Fringeless, therefore, I went on to 
Damascus, with the principal division of the cara- 
van, headed by the celebrated miscreant Djezzar,** 
Pasha of Acre. 

No extraordinarj^ events that year signalised the 
homeward journey of the Hadj :*^ for I reckon not 
as such the hundreds of camels that died every day 
of fatigue on the road, to the great annoyance of 
the Schaich of Sardieh who furnished them, and to 
the great delight of his loyal subjects, \^ ho cut them 
up and ate them ; and still less do I reckon as such 
the thousands of pilgrims that gave up the ghost 
from the same cause, to the annoyance I fear of no 
one but themselves ; and to the unspeakable satis- 
faction of the conducting Pasha, to whom their 
property devolves. 

For my own part, as I observed mortality to be, 
some how, rifest among the richest pilgrims, and 
was still possessed of some valuable luggage myself, 
I continued during the whole of the journey par* 
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ticukrly careftil of my health. I ate no made 
(£shes, knowing them to be heating ; and abstained 
from brewed beverage, as apt to attack the bowels : 
but preferred the simplest fare, however coarse, 
and drank plain water, though ever so muddy. 
By means of this regimen I escaped, thank God ! 
— all the bad effects of the journey. A more dif- 
ficult task than that of avoiding the consequence of 
the climate, was in my opinion that of eluding the 
overpowering attentions of the Bosniac guard'* of 
the Emir Hadj. These gentlemen were paid for 
protecting the property of the pilgrims, and it is 
but doing them justice to say, they could scarcely 
have acted otherwise than they did, if it had been 
their own. A DeU-bash'^ of the Pasha's in parti- 
cular j used to shew such solicitude about my 
equipage, that not one article of it would have 
escaped his vigilance, or been suffered to remain 
out of his box, had I not, early in the business, 
bethought myself of recommending to him, as more 
worthy his attention, the luggage of a wealthy 
Turkish merchant, which, infinitely heavier, as- 
suredly much more required being lightened. 

The only one of my companions whom I trusted 
was a Cypriote. Like myself a Greek by birth, 
he had like me embraced, Islamism from choice : 
but with this difference, that love had been my 
motive, revenge his. He had turned Moham- 
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medan for ^he sole purpose of being qualified to 
retu|ii to another Mohammedan, without breach 
of etiquette, the favor of a drubbing. No sooner 
wa£ he admitted into the bosom of Islamism, than 
he ran to discharge the debt ; and paid it with such 
ample interest, that his creditor was never heard to 
utter a single syllable of complajjit. To do penance 
for this petulance, as he said ; or rather, to with- 
draw from the scene of this achievement, as I 
believe, he undertook the pilgrimage. From Cy- 
prus lie embarked for Jaffa, from Jaffa crossed over 
to Suez, and at Suez took shipping with a flotilla of 
Hadjees bound for Djedda. ^^ Huddled together 
so thick'* — said he — " that we found not room to lie 
down^ in boats so rotten that we expected to split on 
every poral reef, on which our ignorant sailors chose 
to run, I never expected to reach land again ; and I 
do not know whether I owe my being saved from a 
watery grave to Mohammed or to the Virgin; as, 
for fear of a mistake, I addressed my prayers to 
both. This however I do know^ that, having once 
got upon terra firma again, I mean— please Gkxl ! 
— ^never. more to trust myself on the water, I 
have (X)nceived such a horror of that element, that 
Mohiunmedan, and, what is more, Hadjee as I 
now am, I can scsarce prevail upon myself to drink 
a drop of any thing bu,t wine.'* 
My friend Mahmood, however, was destined 



ANASTASIUS. 121 

more justly to appreciate the comforts of travelling 
on dry land, when a three weeks journey across the 
sands of Arabia had killed off with fatigue and heat 
about a fourth of our caravan. Almost become 
transparent with loss of flesh, he now swore he would 
rather a thousand times be swallowed up at once by 
a wave, than be mummified by inches. 

On entering the Pashalik of Damascus, the scene 
changed completely. Each league, as we advanced, 
now brought some improvement in our condition. 
First came to meet us the supply of fresh provii^ons 
from Trabloos ; next the convoy from Palestine ; 
iCnd when, soon after, we entered the fertile plains of 
Hauran, I felt as if ushered at once from the burn- 
ing bowels of hell, into the flowery fields of Elyinum. 
Indeed, on first beholding from a small eminence, 
after a month^s wearisome march through sands al>- 
most red hot, the glassy pool of Mardin, encircled 
by its verdant banks, such was the fit of hydro — not 
phobia — ^but mania, which came upon me, that had I 
been within reach of the lovely puddle, I would have 
plunged into it headlong, — dress, armour and all ! 

The privations of a pilgrimage are not necessary 
to render Damascus a true Paradise. Groves of 
orange and apricot and pliun trees inbosom its walls, 
limjnd fountains sparkle in all its habitations ; and 
so much did its beauties, animate and inanimate, 
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its exquisite confectionary, and its cool sherbets de- 
light my eye and palate, that I purposed making it 
my abode, until I should hear further of the High 
Admiral's motions. Purified by my pilgrimage, I 
thought I could afford to run up a new score of little 
peccadilloes; and though in the course of three 
weeks I isaw the forty thousand Hadjees with whom 
I had entered Damascus again disappear almost to 
a man, I still continued without the smallest inten- 
tion of stirring, until I found that I had reckoned 
without my host — I mean without Djezzar, the 
eternal Pasha. 

One Friday morning, after my devotions, just as 
I stepped out of the mosque, my eye happened to 
be caught by one of those celestial beings, found in 
large cities, who anticipating the office of the Houris 
of Paradise, have no objection to cast a ray of bliss 
on the existence of mortal man. Unfortunately, my 
eagerness to pursue the rapid motion of the flitting 
form of brightness, made me overlook some nearer 
but less attractive objects, which stood in my way. 
Foremost among these happened to be a little man, 
who, walking up the steps of the mosque, just as. I 
rushed down, was so much below my line of sights 
directed straight forward, that only perceived his 
proximity by the violence with which I came in contact 
with his person, and occasioned his downfall . I should 
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more properly have said, his fear of a downfall ; since 
I had the address to catch him in my arms, and to 
twirl him round like a top, so as to break the force Of 
the shock, and only to lay him neatly down on his 
seat upon the steps, without having received the 
smallest injury. 

Great as was my hurry, I felt unable to proceed, 
until I had looked round, as one always does, to see 
whom I thus had disposed of in the least disagreea- 
ble manner I could help. I found it to be a person- 
age dressed after the Turkish fashion indeed, but 
evident, in the very Christian like manner in which 
his Mohammedan apparel was huddled on, a Frank 
in disguise. In short, I had run foul of an inquisi- 
tive traveller, come to have a sly peep at a mosque, 
noted in the empire for being kept peculiarly sa^ 
cred from the intrusion of infidels; and who certainly 
expected not his curiosity to meet with so providen- 
tial a punishment. 

I always piqued myself upon my good breeding, 
especially to strangers ; and I felt particularly anx- 
ious to display it to one who might report of me in 
Franguestan. Forwhich reason I turned back, and 
laying hold of the short person of the traveller in 
the readiest way for righting it — ^namely, by the 
* ample folds of his nether man, — I lifted him up like 
an oil jar, and so set him on end again ; at tbje same 
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time reversing his position for the benefit of his cu- 
riosity, and turning his face towards the entrance of 
the mosque which he was come to view. 

I do not know by what strange bias in his mind, 
to be pushed down should have appeared to him a 
misfortune to be bom with, while to be set on his 
1^ again was taken for an indignity, which called 
for every expression of the most outrageous resent- 
ment Perhaps it was from the superiority of size 
and strength it implied on my part But so it was ; 
aad instead of thanks for an act of which my hurry 
still increased the merit, I got nothing for my pains 
but abuse, the more galling, since the courtesy which 
caused it had made me lose sight of the object of my 
pursuit. It is true that in his passion, my traveller 
resorted for his epithets to the German tongue; but I 
had learnt with my friends at Pera, the fundamental 
words of that language, and perfectly understood 
every term of commendation he was pleased to 
bestow. I therefore ran back, and, in order to undo 
what I had obt^dned so little gratitude for doing, 
again gently laid him down upon his seat as before, 
in the very place from which I had raised him; at the 
same time begging his pardon for my presumption 
in having lent my unwelcome assistance to rectify 
his portion. A fat friar of the Latin hospice tble- 
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rated at Damascus, who accompanied the stranger 
through the city as Cicerone, but had prudently 
kept aloof while his gaest made the attempt on the 
mosqne, saw from a distance the last operation, and 
not knowing the cause, took it into his head that I 
was ill-treating his friend ; upon which he ran to his 
rescue. 

Padre Giacomo happened^— *firom some private 
cause or other, connected by the Damascenes with 
the magic art — to be in great estimation with th^ 
Padha ; and thence had the confidence to abuse me 
in his turn, not like the traveller, in an outlandish 
language, but in good Arabic, intelligible to every 
bjrstander. This materially altered the case. To 
be thus, in the midst of Damascus, and in the 
hearing of a numerous audience, publickly insulted, 
and that by a Capuchin, was not to be borne. ^< See," 
cried I therefore to the mob, ^^ what it is to have an 
old woman for a Sultan, who grants firmans'^ to 
Christian dogs,*^ (my politeness had by this time given 
way a little) ^^ to come and spy disguised in our own 
dress the nakedness of our land ! But glory be to the 
Prophet, and down with the Yaoors !"' 

" Yes, down with the Yaoors; and let us go and 
drown them,'^ answered the ready mob. 

This proposal even exceeded my wishes. But 
once I had saved a Jew from a watery grave, and I 
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thought I might Jiave equal success with a brace of 
Christians. " No, no," cried I therefore ; ** the 
Arabs would think that inhospitable. Let us only 
^disable these infidels from passing themselves off for 
Mussulmen, by stripping them of their mustachios 
and their beard. They will look as ridiculous again 
when shaved, as they would do merely drowned." 
So thought the mob. My friends consequently 
were taken to the nearest barber, seated, lathered, 
shaved, and dismissed. 

But the bristles of the Capuchin's beard were fated 
to become thorns in my side. The Pasha took up 
tihiQ affair. He could neither bear to be without his 
friend the friar, nor to see him in his presence with 
a beardless chin. I very soon got hints of the un- 
wholesomeness of the Damascus air ; and of all phy- 
sicians I wished least for Djezzar to be let blood by. 
Having picked up a good number of the country 
sword-blades, remarkable for their fine temper, I 
resolved to convert my steel into gold in the capital. 
There also I should be more in the way of watching' 
the Grand Admiral^s motions ; and I doubted not 
that an ex-Eiachef, hostile to Ibrahim and Mourad, 
would easily obtain rank in the Sultanas army. I 
therefore packed up my httle property, and the 
very evening after the warning slept at Salieh. 

The next morning I proceeded with a caravan U> 
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Trabloos, and there embarked for Stambool on 
board a vessel irom Alexandria. The cargo con- 
sists of black slaves. The richest article was a 
little negro, who had been furnished with his pass- 
port for the harem by an old Cbobd in the Said, 
purveyor to my patron Suleiman. Though the 
only one of twenty who had escaped alive, poor little 
blackie looked very unhappy. To console him, I 
used to prognosticate his becoming some day Eis- 
lar-Aga ; when he would have all the beauties of 
the Seraglio under his command ! ^^ Alas !'^ answer- 
ed he, " of what use will it be to me ?" " Of what 
use ?'^ I replied, " Why to whip them, to be 
sure ; and so to vent your spleen !" 
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CHAPTER VII. 

A CERTAIN number of years had now elapsed since 
I left Mavroyeni ; and changes more potent than 
«ven those which time effects had taken place in my 
circumstances^ since that period. I was not only 
«from a boy become a man, but from a Greek 
a Mohammedan, and from a person of no note 
whatever, an individual who had filled no inoon- 
fidderable character in the wprld^s drama. I had 
acted a part both in negotiation and in warfare. I 
no longer either thought myself an inferior to the 
Drogueman of the Arsenal, or stood in need of his 
protection. It was doubtless for the latter reason 
that, when arrived at Constantinople, I no longer 
felt any hesitation' to call at his door. Little ac- 
qumnted however with the revolutions which might 
have happened in a place so fertile in storms as the 
Fanar, I thought it prudent, ere I ventured upon 
my visit, to coUect some information respecting my 
old patron, lest, seeking his abode too abruptly, I 
should be conducted to a burying ground or a 
dungeon. 
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^^ Friend,^ answered the old messmate to whom I 
addressed my inquiries; " Mavroyeni is no longer 
to be found at the Arsenal.'' 

** I understand/ replied I ; and motioned with 
my hand, as if to say : " he is shortened by the 
part above the neck," 

" Not yet," resumed my informer, " but in a 
fair way of being so. He is at present Kospodar 
of Valachia.** 

^^ Hospodar of Valachia !" exclaimed I, start- 
ing back at least three paces. ^' What ! Nicholas 
Mayroyeni,«-*a mere man of the Islands, a rank 
taooshan ! — has he then at last been able to wriggle 
himself into the fairest of the two Greek provinces ; 
and that, in the very teeth of every Ipsilandi, 
Morosi, Calhmacqui and Souzzo whom the Fanar 
could muster to oppose his invasion ?^ 
. " He has ;" rejoined Notara. "After having been, 
dining fifteen years and upwards, regularly threaten- 
ed every day at the Terzhaneh, by the Grand 
Admiral, with being kicked out of ofRce, he has 
only left the place of Drogueman of the fleet, to 
step into the very highest situation which a Greek 
can attain in the Turkish empire ; and that, with- 
out any stipulation for the purchase of the princi- 
pality, without any compromise as to the length pf 
his temu-e, without any restriction or engagement 
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as tD the persons he was to promote. Fettered by 
no clause or limitation whatsoever, he has distanced 
all his rivals, and swept away the whole stake 
single-handed.'^ 

I begged my friend to inform me how this 
miracle had been accomplished. 

** You must remember,'' replied he, "^that Russia 
never acted with more hostility towards Turkey 
than after the peace. But the Muscovites were 
governed by a man in petticoats, and we, ruled by 
old women in turbans. Haleel-Hamid Visier, and 
after him Shaheen-Aly Visier, seemed determin- 
ed to abide every insult of the northern virago. 
At last however the interview between Joseph and 
Catherine opened the Sultan's eyes. Abd-ooI« 
Hameed fdt that his sacrifices wou^d not preserve 
peace, and must diminish the chance of a success- 
ful war* Hie dismissed the pacific Shaheen, and 
looked about for a more enterprising and war** 
like Visier. The only one in the whole Empii-e 
that could be f6und to suit his views, was You930of, 
the water-carrier of Smima, the Caleondgee of the 
fleet, the counsellor and right hand of the Capitan^ 
Fasha, the defender of the Boghaz af>ainst the 
Bxissiaiis, the Moohasseel of the Morea, and finally, 
the supreme Visier of the Otthoman empire* 
You^soof in his turn felt the necessity of ocm* 
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fiding the govemmeat of a proTiiice so important 
and so modb exposed as Valachia) to none but a 
man of resolution and bravery. Such an one was 
not to be found among the merchant-princes of the 
Fanar. But such an one he knew his old comrade 
in the service of the Capitan-Pasha, Mavroyeni, to 
be. He therefore proposed him. In vain did all 
the Fanariotes for once cordially unite to prevent 
his nomination. In vain did they put forward th&e 
tool, Petracki, the seraff' of the mint. This 
zeabuR agent might spend more money to prevent 
an election to a principality, than ever had be^i 
wasted to obtain one: it availed nothing! Mav- 
royeni was invested ; and when, in the act of receiv- 
ing at the hands of the supreme Visier the marks of 
his dignity, he begged as the single favor which 
was wanting to complete his bhss, the head of the 
seraff, that boon also was granted. On going out 
of the audience chamber, — by. way of a delicate 
attention — Petracki's bleeding head was made to 
roll at his feet. 

^^ Mavroyeni is now gone in the fulness of his 
glory to take possession of his principality. Per- 
haps, however, what he regarded as the last testi- 
monial c^ his elevation may prove the first step to 
IA& downfall. It is secretly whispered' that the late 
Saltan Mustepha had' confided several millions of 
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piastres to Petracki for the use of his son Selim, 
during the reign of Abd-ool-hameed his brother. 
This deposit is necessarily involved in the general 
fate of the seraff'^ confiscated property. But 
Selim some day must come to. the throne, and he 
will not fail to remember the loss he sustained 
through Mavroyeni." 

On hearing all this, my first impulse was to pay 
the patron of my youth a visit in his principality : but 
my second thoughts presented my stake in Egypt, 
as the one most worth following up. However, the 
Capitan-Pasha being as yet far from ready for his 
expedition, I determined, in the meantime, to in« 
dulge in the supreme pleasure of the Italians ; the 
far niente. 

At Ohio, an intimacy had long subsisted between 
my father and another Greek merchant, by name 
M avrocordato. His extraction was honorable : 
friends traced his pedigree to a younger branch of 
the Imperial Palaeologi : history allowed him the 
later and more certain honor of being related to 
Princes of Valachia ; the first of whom, invested by 
the Porte, bore the same name. He was a man of 
most respectable character : nay, while burthened 
with so numerous a family, that the most rigorous 
parsimony could only, ensure to each of its members 
a very moderate provision, he evexi enjoyed the repu* 
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taticm of being particularly liberal, and seemed con« 
tented, so the expenses of the twelvemonth did not 
exceed the comings in of the yeai\ But, strange to 
tell j no sooner had he, through a fatal contagion, lost 
all his children save one, in whom consequently was 
to centre his whole inheritance, than a total revolution 
took place in his conduct. The possibility of leav- 
ing this only heir extremely opulent now for the 
first time seizing hold of his imagination, gave it a 
new bias, and bred a desire for riches, before unfelt* 
He who, while in moderate circumstances, had been 
generous to a proverb, now all at once when he 
saw his hoard accumulate, became saying, retrenched 
many of the innocent luxuries in which he formerly 
indulged, and began to toil for the acquirement of 
superfluous wealth, with a devotion often before 
sharply censured in others by himself, while only 
possessed of a. sufficiency. Still, however, he was at 
no time suspected of encreasing his guns by disho- 
norable means, nor could he be accused of sordid 
avarice. He might be said to live below his income, 
but he ranked not among those embecile misers who, 
during their life-time, starve the very heir whom 
they destine at their death to revel in their riches. 
No expense was spared for the education of Spin > 
dion ; and even for the pleasures of this beloved son, 
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wbpM often exceed his own notions of 
discretion. 

The intimacy between Mavrocordato and my 
fftther had produced a liabitual intercourse between 
Spiiidion and mjrsdf. It could not be called fiiend- 
ship, it was scarce even entitled to the appellation 
of companionship : for there existed between us a 
difference of two years— a prodi^ous one at our age, 
*«and sufficient to make me look upon the son of 
Mavrocordato as by no means fit to join in my 
sports. Our connection might be described as com- 
posed of protectorship on my part, and of defer- 
ence on that of Spiridion. I led him in my train, 
spoke to him in a tone of authority, and gave myself 
the airs of his tutor. The fag of the party when I as- 
sociated with boys of my own standing, my proteg^ 
was only allowed to contribute to my pastimes, when 
I found myself destitute of other resource. But flat- 
tered by being admitted in any form under my auspi- 
ces to the diversions of his older playmates, Spiridion 
asked not for more, contemplated me with senti- 
ments of veneraticm, felt honored by my commands, 
and executed all my high behests with a zeal and 
promptitude amounting to perfect devotion. To 
employ in my concerns any other boy but him was 
on my part a sign of displeasure, and to himself a 
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subject of mcnrtific^tion. It was he^wKo, iWKeto&«^ <^an*^:.V 
we went cm a marauding expedition, was sent for- 
woitl as ji scout to explore the ground; who,. when 
we stripped an orchard, kept Mfatch until we had 
secured the booty ; and who, whoever exploit we 
engaged' in, generally paid the penalty, while we 
earned 6& the frtiits. But the sufferings he earned 
in 'oor service he ever bore most mairfiilly, 'and hi& 
firmness in submitting to any punifi»h!ment ratbei" 
than betray our confidence, was truly heroic.^ In 
return, I always sustained my part as his protector ; 
defended him against every other boy, allowed none 
' of my comrades to assume over him the least au- 
thority, and would have made any <me who, in my 
presence, had presumed to correct him, long remem- 
het the castigation which would ha^e followed such 
an offence. 

Still, however, spite of the public countenance 
with which I honored MavrocordsEto's son, the falther 
would not have grieved to have seen us lesis toge* 
ther. For a time he kept us as much asunder iis 
,hid own frequent intercourse with my own asre 
would permit : but an event took placp, which, in 
the midstof all Mavrooordato*s atted^ts to dissolve 
us, rivetted our friendship more closely than ever. 

I bad headed alarge tro(^ of my companions 
in a swimotmn^ |)iitty, when obe of the lesser boys. 
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spying some way off a small boat lipon the beach, 
set it afloat, leaped in with Spiridion, and rowed out 
to a considerable distance. Suddenly there arose a 
violent squall. The truants grew frightened, they 
lost their presence of mind, mismanaged the boat, 
and overset it. Much fatigued with a good hour's 
splashing in the water, I had just finished putting 
on my clothes, when an universal shout of terror 
made me raise my eyes, and see the two children 
struggling with the waves ! 

Spiridibn's companion was a tolerable swimmer, 
and rapidly approached the beach. No one felt the 
least alarm for him : but Spiridion himself, who 
had laid hold of an oar for support, seemed on the 
point of sinking. Already encumbered with my 
clothes, I called out to my still naked companions 
to jump in and save my charge. "Who dares.?" 
was all the answer I got. 

Dressed as I was, I now myself plunged into the 
sea, swam to Spiridion, and succeeded in throwing to 
him one end of my sash, while I held the other fast 
between my teeth. Supporting the child in this way, 
I tried J» reffain the beach. It was still a good way 
off, when somb of my comrades seeing me appear 
faint and overwftdmed with my load, at last took cou- 
rage, and threw tn^mselves into the water to swim to 
my assistance. But X had got too far unassisted to 
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accept of their tardy succour, and resolved to 
achieve the task alone, or perish in the attempt 
Collecting all my renuuning strength, I pushed 
away my officious playmates, and invoking my pro- 
tecting Saints, strained every still obedient nerve 
for a final exertion. ' It exceeded my powers : held 
back by the weight of Spiridion, I felt myself sink- 
ing. In this situation, was I by a perseverance which 
could do my friend no good, to share his untimely 
end ? or by abandoning him, at least to save my 
own Ufe? — Reason, I suppose, would have said: 
*^ Save yourself 

Luckily, the dilemma never struck me. I had 
resigned myself to death, when an enormous billow, 
which only seemed advancing to swallow us up, flung 
me upon a shoal just hidden by the waves, of which I 
had no knowledge. I found means with one arm to 
ding to the rock, while with the other I grasped my 
poor Spirro. Thus we remained above water, until a 
boat, which just before had put off to meet me, reach- 
ed the reef, took us in, and brought us on shore. 

Mavrocordato happened to walk with my father 
on the quay when the accident took place. . Apprized 
of his son's danger, he had arrii^cd in sight half 
firantic with terror, just as, floundering on the waves, 
I threw out my sash to Spiridibn. He had gone 
through all the agonies of every subsequent crisis. 
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until he saw Us safely landed on the teach. ImmedU 
ately he ran, or rather flew to the spot, and even before 
he noticed his child, clasped me convulsdvdy in his 
arms, as the saviour both of the son and the fether. 

These expressions died away on my ear. Ex- 
hausted with fatigue, I had fainted, and lay half 
an hour like one completely dead, ere I recovered. 
But on being brought to myself again, I still found 
Mavrocordato busy by my mde, ministering to liiy 
relief, while poor Spirro was drenching my cold 
features with bis tears. 

As soon as his father saw me able to understand 
him, he resumed hisboundless thanks, only intertiipt - 
ingthem to Iky on his son a most po^tive injunction, 
never to treat me otherwise than as a brother ; and 
in the face of all around, and of Heaven itself^ he 
took a solemn engagement, strengthened by every 
most sacred oath, henceforth to consider me as his 
second child. " Happen what may, Anasitasius,^' he 
cried, sobbing with emotion, ^^rest secure that I dudl 
never abandon you ;^ and indeed, from that day, 
Mavrocordato seemed to have no second object of 
solicitude, (hisson always remaining the first) eXcejpl 
to palliate my fi*fequent offences. Many atitiie fee re^ 
deemed my sins with the sums he would have denied 
to the gratification of his own fancies ; and, had be 
been at home when the ripening effects of my impru« 
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dent oondact made nie become a voluntary exile, I 
might not perhaps have fled as I did from my natu- 
ral parent and from my adoptive father. 

Since my abandmin^nt of home I had lost sight 
of Mavrocordato and his son. When I wanted 
assistance most at Constantinople, and might have 
derived the greatest benefit from the performance 
of their promise, Mavrocordato happened to be 
gone on business to Trieste or to Vienna, I did not 
know which ; and just before I went to Chio, he 
had entirely quitted that island — a theatre too con- 
fined for his extending concerns — -and had come to 
settle at Stambool. 

* 

In a capital of that description the love of riches 
soon begets the love of sway. Mavrocordato, who 
before only wished to leave his son distinguished 
for wealth, qow aspired at beholding him eminent 
in rank and dignity. In short, he aimed at nothing 
less than seeing him some day Bey of Valachia or 
Moldavia ; and all his endeavours now tended to 
forming the requisite connections at the Fanar. 
Unfortunately he had not the lungs which ambition 
requires. Accustomed to inhale the pure mountain 
sir of Chio, he foundn)}ie confined atmosphere of 
Ae capital ill agree with his health. Accordingly,* 
while he only retained at Constantinople a small 
recess for business, he bought in the country, 
close to the beautiful viflage of Kandilly, the villa of 
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a proscribed Visier for his residence. It was there 
that, in one of my excurdons, chance again threw 
me in his way. 

There were two things in this rencontre which 
surprised me, and to many vnll appear incredible : 
The first was that Mavrocordato had not toiled like 
a galley-slave for his son, while a boy, only to fall 
out with him, when grown a man ; the other, that 
he did not consider, because nine or ten vears had 
elapsed since I saved that son^s life, the natural 
term of a father^s gratitude as wholly expired : 
nor did he even think that all the promises made 
to a Christian must fall away on his becoming a 
Mohammedan. When indeed Mavrocordato learnt 
that, for reasons good or bad, I had changed my 
religion, he looked a little dismayed, but soon re- 
covering : *' the will of God,^ he cried, " be 
done r and invited me not the less as cordially to 
his mansion as if I could publicly have pledged 
him in the wine of his own growing. Perhaps a 
person who, in my situation, could raise himself to 
rank, and had found means to save money, might 
not to a mind of Mavrocordato^s prudent cast, after 
aU, appear wholly destitute of some laudable ingre- 
dients in his disposition. At least my host received 
me as if he had thought so ; and the very same 
day wrote to my father, to acquaint him with his 
rencontre, his pleasure, and his grief 
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Many letters between Stambool and Chio, I sus- 
pect, are intercepted by the Tritons and the Ne* 
reids, curious to know what passes above water; 
but Mavrocordato's epistle was left by these sub- 
marine gossips to take its course. There even 
came to it as speedy an answer as the diligence of 
man could indite, or the breath of a favorably dis- 
posed servant of Eolus waft to its destination. 
My host was conjured in it, by every tie of ancient 
friendship, and every motive of religion, to spare 
no pains in recalling a stray sheep into the way of 
salvatioti. A postscript, about as long again as the 
letter, stated that, should my abjuration of my 
errors compel me to quit the Turkish dominions, 
I should find my wants provided for in whatever 
nearest part of Christendom I might make my 
abode. These assurances moved me to tears. 
" Blessed be my aged parent T cried I. " When 
permitted by those that surround him, he still feels 
anxious for the welfare of his Anastainus !^' '* And 
so do your brothers,'' answered old Mavrocordato. 
** They had rather even that you should return to 
your faith than to your island. So they write.^ — 
At this speech a dark cloud again overcast the 
transient sunshine of my heart. 

As to Mavrocordato, he enquired not into the 
motives, he only coneadered the merits of the re- 
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quest. At all times he had been religiously inchii- 
ed: but he had extended the sphere of his devotion, 
since he had contracted that of his liberality. He 
gaye more to God as he gave less to man ; rio doubt 
expecting the stake in Heaven to bear the higher 
interest. The arduous and delicate commisEdon 
entrusted to his prudence, he undertook, not as a 
mere act of duty toward a friend, but as an ^ec- 
tual means of working his own eternal bliss. Had 
he been offered the nursing of a Visier^s estate, 
instead of the rekindling of a taooshan's extinguish- 
ed faith, he could not have engaged with more zeal 
in the business. I beheve he would have paid me 
to become' once more a Christian, had I been in 
want of money : but finding that all- I stood in 
need of was good advice, he determined not to 
spare it, and only considered how he might best 
administer the bitter potion, and ensure the most 
frequent opportunities for such salutary exhorta- 
tions as all my ingenuity might not enable me to 
escape. Cunningly therefore he bethought him- 
self of making his solicitude for my temporal con- 
cerns the means of advancing his spiritual aim ; and 
actually offered to manage my property for me to 
the best advantage, free of commission and other 
charges. The thing was worth accepting. I left 
my casket in Mavrooordato's custody, empowered 
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him to sell its contents to the greatest profit, and 
to lend out my money at the highest interest ; and 
ev^ yielded, after some little demur, to his pres*. 
ang invitation to accept of a permanent apartment 
under his roof. 

Still ha at first only ventured upon the perform- 
ance of the task, to which all this was preparatory, 
with a very tender hand. He feared to excite 
my impatience of control, or my jealousy of in- 
dependaoce, and carefully abstained from all that 
might savour of the tone of a pedagogue, or the 
authority of a parent. My well bred host contented 
hiuiself with throwing out, when opportunities 
ojferedy such delicate hints and such round about 
insinuations as left it easy^ at my- pleasure either to 
avoid their hittin;^, to take off th^ point, or to 
let their whole weight fall upon me unnoticed. 

At last however Mavrocordato began to find out 
that this over cautious mode of proceeding did not 
advance hia purpose. Accordingly he resolved 
upon. a more open and undisguised mode of attack. 
He now on all. occasions enlarged upon the repre- 
hensibleness of my conduct, and the danger of my 
evil courses ; constantly represented me as stand- 
ing on the very brink of perdition, and never met 
me, at home or abroad, without significantly shak- 
ii|g his headf uttecing a deep groan, and inflicting 
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upon me so vehement a lecture, that, whatever he 
might say, I could never think myself obliged to 
him for it. This new method therefore succeeded 
still worse than the former. Instead of not mind- 
ingjjay host, I now carefully avoided his company. 
Though still nominally aa/inmate in his house at 
Kandilly, I was oftener to be found at the furthest 
end of Constantinople: and always out in the morn- 
ing before he came from his office, and seldom re- 
turned at night, ere he retired to bed, it was but 
on very extraordinary occasions that I indulged 
him with the sight of his very discreet guest. 

A third plan of operations was then resorted to. 
In the idea that the son, from less disparity of age, 
and greater means of watching my behaviour, might 
succceed in the scheme in which his father failed, 
Mavrocordato now committed the whole labour of 
my conversion to Spiridion. This, undoubtedly, 
evinced a thorough confidence in the steadiness of 
the youth. Spotless purity itself, unless composed 
of very hard and impenetrable stuff, might, in the 
office of cleansing the stains of a mind full of foul- 
ness, be supposed to incur some risk of not remain- 
ing wholly unsullied ! 

Independant even of the danger to which the 
purpose of the father exposed the son, perhaps the 
son was the person most unfit to forward the design 
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of the father. I do not mean on the score of insuf- 
ficient interest in my welfare. Far from it! — In the 
exuberance of life's early spring, the holy ties of 
friendship strike root too deeply in the soul, and en- 
twine themselves too closely round every fibragf the 
heart, to be enfeebled, or broken, by later separa- 
tions or storms. The intimacies of that happy epoch, 
as they precede, also survive all the more interested 
connections of a maturer age; and Spiridion's 
early devotion to the companion of his childhood had 
Dot only kindled up anew, but again glowed in his 
breast with all its former ardour. Spite of my mani- 
fold failings, he loved me at Constantinople as he had 
done at Chio : only the greater scope of his under- 
standing directed not his wishes for my weal to the 
same point to which tended exclusively the views 
of his father. If he more than emulated Mavro- 
cordato in his solicitude to see me renounce my old 
sins, he was far from feeling equal anxiety for my 
abjuring my new worship. 

Sjnridion had received from nature an expansive 
mind. It had resisted all the contracting powers of 
a narrow education. In vain might its views be 
obstructed by the opaque blinds of ignorance, its 
flights impeded by the leaden trammels of prejudice : 
it could see through the one, and soar above the 
other. As greater e£Ports were made to hem in on all 

VOL. II. L 



146 A^ASTASfUS. 

(Bides bis powerful faculties, tbey soemed only to de- 
rive superior strength from their cpucentration, a^ 
tp break with greater force through thpir insuflSciei|t 
|)an*iers. While with all his canvass spread to the 
breeze of the passing hour the father sailed down the 
muddy tide of the Fanar, the son would retire to his 
ploset, th^re to imbibe long draughts of wisdom at 
^he pure spring of philosophy : and as, where literary 
discourse was despised or w^ prohibited, he perused 
pot bpoks merely tp qupte sentences, he had more 
leisure to rupoiinate upon the matter, t^nd to digest 
ih^ contents pf his volumes. Hence his understand- 
ing rpse far above his age and country : fp^ in those 
days modern Greece had not yet attained that mira- 
culous epfiancipatio^ from the bondage of error and 
sLip^stition, of which, I understand, the P — '^ und 
the C — 's of the present mor^ enlightened period 
\iQa&i in their recent publications : and ii^ tbp tluck 
darkness wl^ch surrounded him, Spirid^on w^> ^- 
most the only person I cqiyt4 havp Pt^pi^, wfcp 
attached mpre importance to morality than to dog- 
i^a^ and who ips^sted mo^e upon inw£^rd principle 
t^an putward practices* 

Qis bi^ayiour and his exhortations to me wore the 
s^^n^p of t^iis ppcvdia^ fra,me of mind. H^ did npt 
indeed say in expj^it terms : ^^ "^hose articLea of 
faith; those forms of wo|:$)np» wl\ii?h affect not the 
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heai*t, and influence not the odnduet^ aie of little 
importance. It is those principles, those actions 
obIj^ on which depends our own happiness and that 
erf our fellow creatures, which we should consider 
as ihdispensible. He did not tell me : *^ Provided 
you fulfil those moral duties which the Koran re- 
quires as well as llie Gospel; provided you conduct 
yourself asa righteous Moslemin, rather than thatyou 
ahould scandalise the world by running back ward and 
forward between the Cross and the Kaaba, sometitntts 
bowing to the one, and sometimes to the other, remain 
what you hare made yourself, and still hope to en- 
ter heaven, but with a different passport, and at a 
different gate. — "^ The deference he bore his father 
prevented a direct speedi of this sort : but, in our 
conversations he faintly, and only as an irksome 
task^ urged an ostentatious abjuration, which might 
materially injure my interests without much bene- 
fiting my conduct, and only rid the mosque of a bad 
Moslemin, to throw a worse Christian back upon the 
church ; while, on the Contrary, he ceased not to depict 
with all the powers of eloquence andrhetoric the beauty 
of moral rectitude, the wisdom of goodness, and die 
necessity of virtue, even to sublunary happiness : and 
spoke of the charm which digmty of mind and maimers 
throws aver fife, with such warmth and delight, as if 
he wished m^ to itdopt them firofti taste ratito than 
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from cold oonyicdon ; and to consider that I was 
making a sacrifice to happiness, not in adopting but 
in resisting the pleasures which these good qualities 
conferred. Whether from my disposition really offer* 
ing some particles of what he fancied he saw in it, or 
from viewing its shades through the favourable me- 
dium of his partiality, he often would say he ob- 
served in me a singular and romantic turn of mind, 
capable of becoming as enthusiastio in the cause of 
▼irtue, as it baud been unrestrsdned in the career of 
vice. He believed that the same enerOT and boldness 
wkich, whUe wasted m fostering ^^ passions, 
had made me seek dbtinoticm in sdl that was profli-^ 
gate and base, when employed to resist their sway, 
might render me pre-eminent in all that was exalted 
and noble ; and he therefore felt for the triumph of 
enlisting in the cause of moral excellence, one so capa-i 
ble of shining among its mightiest champions, all the 
eagerness of an unbounded devotee to its charms. It 
is true, the prodigious change in me from the extreme 
of ill to the extreme of good, Spiridion rightly con*, 
sidered as attainable only through immense efforts ; 
and he regarded the victory ovpr my thus far un-? 
governable temper, the triumph over my hitherto 
exclusively cherished vices, as an achievement no 
lei^ arduous than it was desirable; but that very 
pircumstanee, by rendering the success as glorioiisi 
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to the odnqiieror as it s^aa beneficial to the conquered^ 
added a new stimulus to my friend^s yearnings in 
my behalf. It made him feel a pride on his own 
account, as he felt an interest on mine, in the accom- 
plishment of the task he had set himseF. For he 
too was of an ambitious mind, and more desirous of 
success as success' was more difficult. The zeal which 
from the first he felt in his undertaking, still grew as 
he advanced in his labours ; as the very obstacles he 
met with, forced him to devote his time, his attention 
and his powers more exclusively to his favorite pur- 
pose ; as, by keeping his mind more stedfastly fixed 
upon, more thoroughly absibrbed in this single object, 
he weaned it more entirely from all other pursuits ; 
as in short, by the pains already bestowed, he felt 
more committed not to cast them away in a pusil- 
hinimous dereliction of his plan, ere he reaped fruits 
worthy of his perseverance; and he toiled and 
toiled until at last all his other views and occupa^ 
tions yielded to that of my sole amendment ; until 
he devoted to my reformation alone all the facul-* 
ties of his understanding, and all the energies of 
his heart ; until he no longer seemed placed by 
Providence on this globe for any other purpose but 
that of making me a worthy member of sodety $ 
and until— almost working himself up in his honest 
enthusiasm, into a bdief that he had been appointed 
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by tke Ahnighty as my guardian angel — he held 
himself leqionsible to his Creator and to his con- 
science for my conduct, and bound by the very 
gifts he possessed, to devote his whole existence to 
the purpose of making mine a blessing. To see 
me wise, to see me happy, and that, through his 
exertions ; nay, to sacrifice, if necessary, his own 
repose and felicity on this globe to mine, became 
the only bliss Spiridion aspired to on this earth !• 
Indeed, so fully had he identified his fate with 
mine, or rather, so entirely had he reduced hunself 
to the rank of a mere instrument of my salvation,, 
— not indeed by mere faith or even devout practices, 
but by an entire reformation at my ccmduct, — ^that, 
had the irrevocable decrees^ of fate destined one of 
us only to be accepted among the host of Heaven^ 
I verily believe he would, with all his ardor for ex- 
cellence, have submitted to stoop to the bitter fruits 
of sin, in cHxler that Anastasius might not be the 
one discarded' from the realms of bliss eternal ! 



ANASTASItJS. 151 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Wifd a teriipet such as mine, Spiridion Was pei*- 
likps, in spite of all his 2eal — and I may add, atf 
his atnlities — one of the persons worst calciulated in 
some respecits, not oiily to succeed in the more coii- 
ikst6t^ purpose of his father, but even in bis owii 
rfiore ejtt^nded and: mor6 liberal design : not only 
tb obtaiilof me a public and ostentatious return to 
GBristiknity, tut even a more private though more 
a/Under^ relinquishtn^nt of the failings reprobated 
iKke by every ci'ced : for up to the moment when 
niy young frierld undertook my reformation, what 
W^ I, in point of mental developement ? — A being 
of There instinct ; one over whom the cravings cr 
th6 slense still exerted unUmited sway ; who only 
yc?t obeydd the impulse of the moment, who had 
faitHcfito tiever learnt* to Ikteri to the voice of reason, 
ot dvdft tb Weigh the. dictates of prudence ; who, 
ifiatuiied^ in b6dy, and excelling most others in 
corpdital vigOi^, Was yet in niind a mere child, arid 
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like all children still acknowledged no influence 
save that of superior physical powers; could be 
awed into the performance of what was right and 
proper by no means but those of superior bodily 
strength ; must still as it were have the requisite 
submission to the rules of order and society render- 
ed a habit by compulsion, ere it could become an 
effect of deUberate choice ; and, from the very dr« 
cumstance of possessing with the imbecility of 
childhood, more than the ordinary powers of mature 
manhood, must also find more than the ordinary 
powers of man to cope with, before I could be 
subdued and brought to a sense of duty. I might 
indeed, like other children, in some degree be 
allured to good by the imitative bias implanted 
from the earliest period of our existence in our 
natures, but like all children, I was only disposed 
to make those the models of my conduct, who had 
begun by making themselves the masters of my 
imagination, and to take counsel where I felt & 
previous deference for the person of the counsellor. 
Nor was this all : not only did I feel little incli- 
nation to obey or to imitate those less rich in per- 
sonal endowments than myseF, but I even hated 
the mere society of whoever submitted to the 
shackles of dvilisation more meekly than I did 
myself. Like those rude tenants of the forest. 
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themselyes not yet lured into subjection by civilized ' 
man, I shunned every fellow-creature already en- 
trapped in his snares. I only loved to herd with 
beings wild, indocile, and unbridled like myself; 
and if, gregarious though not sociable, I kept not 
so entirely aloof from other individuals of my 
species as only to prowl through the wilds of 
nature in solitary majesty, and never to stoop to 
companionship except for the purpose of assuaging 
some craving of the sense, I could at any rate only 
bear to shew myself linked by choice to such a set 
of companions as, ever like myself prone to deride 
eveiy symptom of order and to despise as imbecile 
tameness every sign of respect for decency, were 
not less ^xioudy avoided by tlie sober and steady 
part of the community than the untamed lion or 
the unbroken colt. Call it effrontery, or call it 
bashfulness — temerity or cowardice — I only felt at 
ease, only thought myself safe as it were from 
the infection of contented slavery, with men who 
bade defiance to every precept of morality, and to 
every injunction of the law ; and the more an in 
dividual shewed himself broken into a ready com- 
pliance with all the requisites of social institutions, 
and fearful to outstep the received manners and 
customs of his naghbours, the more I di*eaded and 
avoided him on that very score as a dangerous 
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person, a confederate in the great plot against my 
natural rights and liberties, and a rancorous though 
secret enemy, who only coaxed and caressed, in 
order to betray me to his associates, and to throw 
with more certainty the fatal noose round my neck. 

Add to this that, still wholly averse from the 
m6st distant thoughts of quitting Islamism, still 
date with all the pride of the turban, I shrunk 
from the idea of appearing guided in any degree 
by one not like. myself of the privileged cast, and 
would sooner have seemed to take lesson or ex- 
ample from a Turkish beggar than from a Greek 
arehon. 

Now, of the qualifications thu3^ required in my 
ghostly director, who possessed fewer, and on the 
contrary, of the attributes which disqualified for 
that office, who had more than my frieild Spiridion ? 
Even in point of person he wanted some of the 
conditions most conducive to success in the tadc 
which he had undertaken. His figure was elegant- 
ly moulded indeed ; but, far from possessing the 
size and strength requisite to support insolence iti 
their possessor and. to curb it in others, he wasr 
mther under sized, and only appeared by my side' 
like the willow by the side of the cedar. Again : 
his features were in as^ perfect S3anmetiy as Grecian 
blood could make them ; but his countenance, uil- 
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armed with that look of boldness and darmg which 
represses the brazen stare of audacity and defiance, 
habitually only expressed gentleness, nay even 
tunidity : and if bursts of indignation or of rapture 
would sometimes change its mildness into some- 
thing so lofty and commanding as to awe any mind 
not yet wholly impenetrable, still could the purely 
intellectual ray which shot from it make little ira- 
presiaon where — as in most of my associates — alt 
was mere unmixed matter. His manners too were 
elegant and refined : but the more they breathed 
diat elevation and dignity calculated to charm a- 
well educated circle, the less they partook of that 
coarse and vulgar dash necessary to please men of 
blunted feeUngs and a- vitiated taste. Reserved- 
instead of forward, he never had a chance of 
making the force of reason silence the force of lungs ; 
and, too proud to be conceited, he was at best only 
praised for discreet and becoming humility by 
people who, apt themselves greatly to presume 
upon nothing, could not believe him entitled to 
extraordinary distinction, who himself announced' 
so few pretensions to notice. 

The sombre livery of Christianity too, so far 
from ofiPering me any temptation to abjure m)' more 
splendidly attired Mohammedan faith, rendered 
my friend a dark spot—almost a positive blemish—- 
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in the brilliant circle in which I moved ; so that whild 
I, who knew his intrinsic worth, only the more feared 
his watchful eye, and felt restrained by his presence, 
others, emboldened by* his modest exterior, made him 
the object of liberties painful to us both. Hence, 
though I could not but venerate Spiridion's cha* 
racter, I felt somewhat averse to his company, and 
so far from meeting his advances, I discouraged his' 
assiduity. Sometimes, when he pressedme to make him 
my associate and my confident, I used only to answer 
jestingly, and say : " how can I possibly live, with 
you or introduce you to those I live with, who 
have not one idea in common with them; whose 
very language seems a different idiom, as unintelli- 
gible to them as theirs is to you ; who stare at every 
unguarded expression, shrink from every spirited 
proposal, and groan at every bolder fix>lic : who 
stay at the door where others walk in, remain sober 
while others revel in festivity, keep watch where 
others slumber, and have the folly to be wise wher^ 
others have the wisdom to court folly ?^ At other 
times I spoke more seriously, and warned the youth 
in sober earnest against wasting his valuable gifts 
in the fruitless attempt to reform one, by long habit 
too deeply sunk in sin to leave a chance of amend- 
ment " How can you, Spiridion,'' would I ask, 
'^with your excellent understanding, expect any 
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good from a wretch so thoroughly broken into every 
spedes of evil, so suppled by long practice into every 
form of vice, so loose in all his mental hinges, so dis- 
located in all his moral jcunts, that all his inclinations 
torn with equal facility toward wrong as toward 
right ? The very transendancy of your merit, — ^my 
all good, all perfect friend !— leaves you a far less 
chance of inoculating me with the smallest particle 
of righteous feeling, than might have befallen a per- 
son of inferior worth, less proudly soaring above my 
own level, and whom I could have met half way. 
You and I are too far asunder in the scale of beings, 
ever to come in contact together, either in this world 
or the next.'* And hereupon, in order to prove 
my assertion by illustrations taken from facts, and 
ta enjoy Spiridion's surprise and horror, I would 
commence the braggadocio of vice, and g^ve my 
friend such details of my iniquity as made him 
raise meekly to heaven his dark expressive eyes ; 
until, unable any longer to bear the revesting tale, 
he woidd start up, irun to me, put his hand on my 
lips, and supplicate me to spare at least him, if not 
myself; 

It was not long, however, before even Spridion 
felt that nothing was so inimical to the success 
of his scheme as his too forbidding fastidiousness. 
He therefore tried to shake off his prudery, at least 
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in appearance, to conquer his too evident dis^gust at 
the tone and manner of my habitual associates, and 
to bring himself down more nearly to their level. 
In short, be gave up his refined pursuits atid hin 
regular habits, for the honor of holding in my es- 
teem the same rank ^ith a set of blustering profli- 
gates. Upon the sublime principles of seducing me 
to virtue, he became the patient witness of all my 
vices. He followed me to those temples were 
Aphrodite wears no veil, in order to preach to me 
decency ; and more than once in the orgies he as* 
sisted at, he narrowly escaped being the reding 
victim to his own fervor for opening my eye* to 
the loathsomeness of intoxication. 

Even this effected not the wished-for purpose. 
Libertinism, as well as refinement, requires its ap* 
prenticeship. It is not the attainment of a sisgle 
day, and sits as aukwardly on the wearer as £E»ti-^ 
diousne&s, where it flows not from the heart. In 
my train, Spiridion never could catch the spirit of 
the place, or the tone of the company. His best 
attempts at extravagance only looked like demurs* 
ness run mad ; and if his endeavours to do as others 
did, and to set my gayer friends at their ease, had 
any effect at all, it was only that of making th^tfy 
while be was by, look as stiff and constrained d$ 
bim^lf. The moment his name was announced. 
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eirery countenance fell, and every lip was sealed up. 
Adieu from that moment to all that lightness of 
hearty all that flow of spirits, without which vice 
itsplf, only pursued with the dulness of a task, loses 
its seductive gloss, and for want of a brilliant exte* 
rior to dazzle the eye, shews all its inward foulness* 
Instead of rendering my associates pleased with him, 
Spiridion only contrived to put them out of conceit 
with themselves. The genuine sons of mirth and 
revelry dreaded the intrusion of this false brother. 
Abashed at the mere sight of one to whose man- 
ners they were strangers, and to whose behaviour 
they had no clue, they insensibly in his company—* 
without themselveat knowing why — lost all their as* 
surance, and felt their air of boldness and defiance, 
degenerate into a subdued and humble manner. Not 
but that they strove to resist the novel influence. 
Fearful lest in his presence thy should appear to have 
lost their wonted tone, they ev^i talked louder than 
usual, were wittier, made more jests, jironicaUy wished 
me joy of my new friend, and complained of his re* 
partee, as too much for their dullness : but aside and 
by stealth, they frowned at me for having brought 
an extinguisher among their jovial troop ; and I 
myself wished from the bottom of my heart that 
Spiridion had rem^ed a complete ^aint, rather 
than have become half a sinner; for no purpose but 
to spoil all the sport of genuine honest rakes ! 
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But be a man ever so sturdy in his resistance to the 
voice of reason, still, if fated day after day to witness 
ill another the most unabating solicitude for his re- 
formation, the most untiring efforts to seduce him to 
virtue, and these endeavours proceeding, not from in- 
terested motives, nor even from a wish to display 
superiority, but solely from so ardent a desire to 
procure a beloved object^s lasting welfare, that the 
monitor would even with pleasure sacrifice his 
own happiness to that of his ffiend : if above all he 
beholds this anxiety for his advantage shew itself, not 
in intrusive advice, irksome reproof, and acrimoni* 
ous censure, but only in the keenest watchfulness, 
the gentlest persuasion, the most exulting looks at 
each instance of success, and the most evident de- 
jection at every, failure in the benevolent attempt ; 
he must have in his composition materials still har- 
der and more compact than mine, to remain wholly 
unpenetrated by so deep a devotion and so flattering 
a testimonial, lurking under reproof itself; never 
to catch himself wishing it cost him less to repay 
with some improvement such constant pains for his 
sake, and not to feel for such vast sacrifices, howe*- 
ver ineffectual, at least a return of something more 
than cold gratitude. 

It is true, no person wont to combine cause and 
effect, could expect that in a vortex of unceasing 
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dissipation, hurried on without intermission to ex- 
cesses of every description, my heart, volatile by 
nature, and by constant friction somewhat blunted 
in its feelings, should return with equal intensity 
Spiridion's affection. My regard necessarily must 
have intermittences, display fits and starts, and be 
interrupted by intervals of forgetfulhess, nay of 
coolness. In the pursuit of pleasure I would shun 
the sight of the young Greek, in the intoxiction 
of enjoyment I would neglect his society, in the 
phrenzy of passion I would hide myself from his 
view as from that of an unwelcome monitor ; but 
still did his daily converse here and there drop a 
seed of tenderness and compunction in my bosom, 
often unheeded at first, and which only expanded 
after he had left me,' and after the constraint of his 
presence had ceased to obstruct a more general 
survey of his noble conduct,— '•like the corn which 
can only begin * to germinate, when screened from 
the rays of that sun the primitive source of its life 
and its growth. In the midst of the raillery at 
Spiridion's expence with which I tried to keep up 
my unconcern, I conceived for him a real and deep 
rooted attachment ; and, though we rarely associat- 
ed together in my hours of joy, the moment I felt 
the least grief or disappointment— the instant the 
faithlessness of a mistress, the treachery of a com- 

VOL. II. M * 



163 ANASTASIUS. 

panion, or the superaliousness of a grandee cast 
the least doud over my happiness, — I would leave 
all mj ephemeral friends, and run to pour my feel- 
ings and my sorrows into the bosom of th^r scde 
real and permanent depositary. From his lips 
alone I expected the balm of oonsolatioh ; and 
though long and distant wa« my flights, still 
would I ever ultimately return to Spiridion's arms, 
as the stork, from the furthermost rej^ons of the 
globe, returns to her unchanging wonted nest. 

My growing regard for Spiridion, and my admi- 
cation of his worth, awoke in my breast the fost 
cry of consdence, and the first risings of shame^ 
In the presence of my friend I would sometimes 
repress the rashness of my temper, and regret the 
Violence of my passions. I blushed for the vices 
in which I had formerly exulted* For the first 
time in my life I took pains to excuse my errors, 
and laid down plans for rooting out my ill-propai^ 
sities. I went so far as actually to meditate a 
general reform ; nor did I at any time put off the 
execution to a very distant period. If I carried 
not immediately my good intentions into effect, if 
inveterate habit frequently made me relapse into 
my evil doings, still did I no longer find in the 
commissdon that zest, that unalloyed pleasure 
which they used to afford me. I felt the bitterness of 
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retaorse felkyw the sweets of indulgence. So great 
was the revolution in my sentiments, that it often 
made me contemplate with envy the calm dignity of 
Spbridion'^s life and oociupations, which before I had 
treated with contempt. Locdcing over him^ when 
he would hurry the completion of some noble work, 
or lay by the pursiuit of some interesting study, in 
oompfiance with my eagerness for some low or 
trivial pastime, I often could not help repining at 
the difierence of our diiq)osition. ** Ah," said 1, 
" Spiridion! Why was it not my fate to be 
brought up like you I— In me, too, nature had im- 
planted many a rich and varied germ. Cultivation 
might have made them expand into all that was 
ufieBil and beautiful. Fragrant blossoms might 
have been grafted on my stock full of vigor, and 
«ap, hixurious fruits might have adorned my 
branches : but, alas ! I was bom in a desert, I 
grew up remote from the sun-shine of civilization, 
and I put forth only wild and fruitless boughs, dis- 
torted by ceaseless storms, and casting wide around 
dion a drear and deadly shade !^ 

Kor was this all! Whenever Spiridion parted 
from me to go into the presence of his God, to 
prostrate himself before his Maker, and to listen 
with devout attention to the loud hymns sung in 
praise of his Saviour ; whenever, in conjunction with 
all his assembled countrymen he addressed, through 
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the mediation of holy ministers, his supplications to 
Heaven in the language and with the forms left him 
by his forefathers^ and which once had been mine ; 
whenever, in his doubts and perplexities, he derived 
comfort from performing the awful ^gns of his 
cre^, and attending the sacred rites of his ancient 
religion, I panted to follow him to the place of my 
old worship, to kneel down by his side before 
the holy doors' d£ the sanctuary, and to join in 
his ardent and heartfelt devotions at the altar of 
Christ ! I repined at the solace he was receiving, 
and of which I had deprived myself ;. regretted 
that change which only permitted me an open, a 
public, and a solemn approach to my Creator and 
my Judge in a strange house, under a spurious 
garb, and in a language not my own ; loathed the 
Moslemin rites which, converting every act of devo- 
tion I panted to perform into a solemn mummery, 
bereft my appeal of its earnestness, my prayers of 
their unction, and my worship of its sanctity ; and 
secretly vowed, — should I not be able immediately 
to re-enter the pale of church I had abandoned, — 
at least some day before my death to compel the holy 
gates to open to my supplications, and again to admit 
within the dread precincts now closed agamst the 
renegade, my sighs of shame, of contrition and of 
penitence ! 

Thus did the gentle timidity of Spiridion end by 
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making a deep impression on my obdurate heart, 
and resemble the frequent falling drop, which by 
slow degrees hollows out the hardest stone. That 
empire over my will, which the young Greek never 
would have obtained had he attempted to assume 
the least authority, he, by an almost unreserved 
submission to my own caprice, now for many an 
hour held undisputed. 

It is however true, that the utmost actual amend- 
ment in my ways still remained prodigiously short 
of the quantity requisite to form a particularly 
valuable member of society. The effect of Spiri- 
dlon^s exhortations rarely went beyond good resolu- 
tions. Seldom did they ripen into actual realities ; 
at least of such a nature as to claim peculiar praise. 
The occasions on which I expressed the strongest 
determination to become a new being, were often 
those on which I relapsed into some old sin with 
more impetuosity than ever. The very contrition 
however which followed the misdeed, was already, 
in one who before gloried in evil, a great step 
towards good ; and the power in Spiridion to pro- 
duce that feeling, the sign of a vast hold obtained 
over my wayward soul. 

How great however was the toil, how constant 
the watching of my friend, to retain that feeble 
sway over my furious passions, which he had with 
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such labour acquired. What uuceaasag terror he 
felt lest my perverse instiBet should ag^in recover 
its noxious preponderance over my still weak and 
giddy reason. How he trembled for fear of se^ii^ 
me, like a young tiger half tamed, at the feinteit 
scent of blood or glimpse of the forest, resume all 
my sanguinary yearnings and all my roving i^li- 
nations, break my fetters, recover my ferbdty, and 
forfeit all the fruits of my tedious education. 

And but too often stili were all his sinister fore^ 
bodings on the point of being realised ! But too 
often still would I sigh at the remembrance of those 
days, when no monitor from within checked the 
freedom of my will and actions; when, if the 
voice of pleasure called, or the spur of instinct 
urged, no second thought, no extraneouis conside- 
ration held me back ; when above all no subsequent 
reflection, no dread of reproof embittered the image 
of the joys I had snatched (torn the flteeting vAing 
of time, and had made my own beycmd recalling. 
Oflen still would I say to myeeli^ — $* because a little 
Greek, who is neither my relation nor my master, 
haj^ns to owe to me his life, is he entitled to rob 
me of my hberty ; or because his mind fe by 
nature's own ordination so well regulated as witfkHit 
effort or sacrifice to pursue. a steady course, mvM 
my soul, which that same nature has been pleai$ed 
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to render fiery, impetuous, turbulent, and without 
rule or measure in its motions, be, through dint of 
the utmost violence, forced into the same even 
pace P*^ Often, from feelings of contridon for my 
offences, I relapsed into feelings of indignation at 
the shackles imposed upon my will. I railed at Spi« 
ridicxQ for thwarting my inclinations, and at myself, 
£or submitting to his yoke. The influence he had 
gained over my mind only appeared to mean usur- 
patioQ, and the restraint he put upon my passions a 
tyranny. The fear I felt of his reproaches, and the 
care I took to avoid his displeasure, no longer seemed 
to me aught but a wanton surrender of my rightful 
independance, a disgraceful prostration of my free- 
dom, which made me weep with anguish, or rather 
with rage. ^^ Xs it I, is it Anastasius," I exclaimed, 
^^ who suffers the ally and minute formalities of 
society, like the small' but numerous threads and 
meshes of a net, to confine every Umb, and to 
impede every motion? Is it I who have lost all 
firee agency, and like a puppet can only obey the 
pleasure of another ?^ And at these mortifying 
thou^ts, shame burned in my cheek, and anger sat 
quivering on my lips. 

I then resolved to tear asunder my slight yet 
heavy trammels, to assert my freedom, and afresh 
roam at liberty ; but the pascdons long restrained^ 
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only broke loose ^ith more resistless fury. The 
act, intended to manifest my recovered liberty, was 
always some extravagance, far exceeding the most 
outrageous of my former follies. 

My friend, on these occasions, seemed lost in 
despair. Breathless, except when now and then a 
deep sigh forced its way from the inmost of his 
soul,— Hke the slow bubble, which rises from the 
very bottom of the seemingly motionless pool, — ^he 
hung his head in gloomy silenccx; while, proud of 
my feat, and like the steed turned loose in the 
meadow, I snorted, shook my mane, and looked 
round with fierce and taunting eye ; until, after a 
certain time, the effervescence of my blood again 
subsiding, I returned to a sense of my folly, felt 
contrition for my excesses, and blushed at my 
bravado. Then again I execrated my ungovern- 
able temper, beat in anguish my throbbing breast, 
convulsively grasped my friend's retiring hand, 
and, by confessing how little I deserved it, in the 
end obtained his forgiveness. Spiridion, who, the 
moment before, had renounced all hopes of my 
reform, now again began with fresh ardor to toil 
at his chimera. 

The father's less pertinacious dream meanwhilp 
had subsided. Spiridion still might expect some 
day to bring me to the path of virtue, Mavrocordato 
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clearly saw that he was not the person destined to lead 
me back into that of the Greek church. He almost 
began to think it possible that, instead of his son's 
reclaiming me to Christianity, I might end by 
sedudng his son to Mohammedanism. At any rate, 
he now deemed the free admittance of a personage 
of my description into the interior of his family, as 
equally injurious to the moral character of that son, 
and to the commercial credit of his house. He first 
endeavoured to intimate this new opinion to me by a 
studied coolness and reserve, totally different from 
his former warmth of manner. Unluckily, as I never 
had courted his favor, I heeded not the change, nor 
considered the caprice of the sire, As a reason for 
withdrawing my countenance from the unoffending 
son. Mavrocordato therefore was at last obliged 
io be more explicit. 

I had one evening made myself rather conspicu- 
ous at Kandilly. The next momiiig, as I was 
sitting with Spiridion, in walked his father, who had 
staid from his oi&ce on purpose. He enquired 
very civilly after my health, hoped I had not caught 
cold, and then apprized me in teims polite but 
peremptory, that his occupations no longer permit- 
ted him to manage my property, nor his views to 
cultivate my society ; returned me the remains of 
my deposit, which my frequent draughts fiad greatly 
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reduced, presented me with an exquisitely penned 
abstract of my account^ winch he begged me to 
cast up at my leisure ; recommended me to look 
out for a lodging more convenient for my purposes, 
and to drop an intimacy with his son, of use to ne- 
ther ; and taking his leave, wished me all manner of 
happness. 

However politely Mavrocordato's compliment 
might be turned as to the form, I could not help 
thmking it veiy rude as to the matter. His beha- 
^kmr seemed to me both unfair and unhandsome. 
In fact, was I the one that had made the first ad* 
vances to this purse-proud merchant? or had he, on 
the contrary, first sought of me a renewal of intima 
cy ? — H« might have left me slone if he had chosen. 
I asked not of him any attention; I expected not any 
civility : I should have been perfectly contented if the 
accidental meeting had ended, as it had begun, in 
the market-place. But to invite me to his hoase, 
to press upon me his hospitalities, to admit of no 
denial to his solicitatioi^ ! and aH this only in order 
that he might end the farce by turning me out of 
doors, which I hardly ever vouchsafed to enter: jmd 
that without the least preparation or warKung!--*it 
was what I could not farook^ and what I promiBed 
myself some day to resent. Meantime, I determined 
not to trespass another instant on the finrb^aranoe 
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of one 8Q anxious to recall hb bounty^ and q>it« of 
all Sfurybn^ftentreatijestbat I i^wld at l^st staj 
nighty and all bis endeavours to convince me. tbiat 
h father could not mean things as I understood 
theodf I walked out. Nor did I, until bundled intQ 
tbe very middle of the street, stop to c^sider how I 
was: to dispose of my person and my casket. Then 
indeed I felt a little at a loss, and could have Vk<9i 
to walk in again. But this my pride forbad. 

I had not ruminated half a minute bei^e I wott^ 
dfared how I could have felt any embarrasment al all. 
Within a stqne^ throw of Mavrocordato lived the St» 
test person to succeed himasdepositaryof myfortimew 
namely his most rancorous enemy,— an Armeniaii^ 
and a cashier, who hated him with all the cordiality (^ 
one whose commercial schemes had been less success- 
ful than his own. There was no spedes of miiSchief 
which the envious Aidin had not attempted to do his 
more fortunate or more skilful neighbour. First, 
he had endeavoured to ruin him by representing 
his wealth as a mere fabrication. Unable to suc- 
ceed this way, he took the contrary method, and 
laid snares no longer against his credit, but against 
his life, by accusing him of having doubled his 
fortune through means of the treasure of a be-, 
headed Viaer, found concealed in his garden. But 
he was fated to be foiled alike in the most opposite 
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attempts. For when, in order to circumstantiate 
his evidence, he shewed the officers of the fisc the 
place in the Greek's garden, where from his win- 
dow he had with his own eyes seen him dig out the 
ponderous chests filled with gold and jewels, some- 
thing more ponderous was found still unremoved ; 
namely, such an immense and continuous stratum 
of solid rock, as without being great mineralogists, 
the very satellites of the hazne judged to have lain 
there undisturbed since the flood. 
. Now, the personage who had been at all these 
pains to stamp himself a rogue, I sagaciously se- 
lected for the depositary of my money. As to my 
person, I felt little at a loss how to dispose of it. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



My worldly affairs thus prudently arranged, I 
attended to my spiritual concerns ; and, to com- 
pensate for not eating caviar during the Greek 
Lent, properly fasted during the Turkish Ramadan. 
Every one knows how trying that month is to 
the temper of the good Mohammedan. As long 
as the sun lingers above the horizon, he dares not 
refresh himself with the least morsel of food, the 
least drop of liquor, or even the least whiff of 
tobacco. His whole occupation consists in counting 
his beads, and in contemplating the slow moving 
hand of his timepiece, unt'd the moment when the 
luminary of the world is pleased to release him 
firom his abstinence, by withdrawing its irksome 
orb from his sight. Sufficiently disagreeable as it 
might appear for every purpose of salvation, when 
k falls in winter, the month of the Ramadan seems 
absolutely invented for the destruction of the Mos- 
lemin species, when the precession of the lunar 
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months brings it round to the longest and hottest 
days of summer. It is then that the Christian, 
rising from a plenteous meal, if he has common 
prudence, avoids all intercourse whatever with the 
fasting Turk, whose devout stomach, void of all 
but sourness and b^e, grumbles loudly over each 
chance-medley of the sort as over malice prepense,- 
rises in anger at the supposed insult, and vents its 
acritBony in bitter invectives. 

Sometimes a demure Moslemin may be seen 
kxdcing anxiously round on all :udes, to ascertain 
Ami he is not watched. The moment he thinks 
himself unobserved, he turns the comer of some of 
the Christian streets of Fera or Galata, and ascends 
the infidel hill. Led on as it were by mere listlesA- 
Qtts from one turn to another, the gentleman stiU 
advances, until perverse chance brings him just 
opposite a confectioner^s or a pastry-cooFs shop. 
From sheer absence of mind he indeed steps in, 
but he buys nothing. Allah forbid! He only 
fiotn pure curiosity examines the various eatables 
Imd out on the counter. He handles, he w^hs 
them, he asks their names, their price, and thdr 
ingredients. What is this ? what do you call that ? 
Where does that other come from? Thus dis- 
coiursing to while away time, he by little and little 
readies the inner extremity of the shop ; and find- 
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ing himsdf at the ^itranoe of the recMs, in whidi 
by mere acddent happens to hare been set out«— 
as if in readiness for some expected visitor— -a choice 
collation of all than can recruit an exhausted 
stomadi^ he enters it from mere thoughtlessness, 
and without the least intention. Without the least 
intention also the pastry cook, the moment he sees 
his friend dunk into the dainty closet, turns upon 
him the key of the door, and slips it into his pocket. 
Perhaps he even goes out on a message, and half 
an hour or so dapsei^ ere he remembers hk un- 
accountable act of forgetfulness. He however at 
last recollects his prisoner, who all the while would 
have made a furious outcry, but has abstained, lest 
he should unjustly be suspected of having gone in for 
thepiurpose of tasting|the forbidden fruit. The Greek 
unlocks the door with every expression of apology 
and regret ; the Turk walks out in high dudgeon, 
sererely rebukes the vender of cakes, and returns 
home weaker with inanition than ever. But when 
the pastry-cook looks into his recess, to put things 
in (n*der, he finds, by a wonderful piece of ma^, 
the pies condensed into piastres, and the sugar 
plums transformed into sequins. 

I suppose my new banker suspected me of some 
times dealing in this unlawful sorcery, and wished 
to destroy the transmutations in their very source^ 
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He dis&ppeared with my casket On the twentieth 
day of the Ramadan I found myself with a tre- 
mendous appetite, five sequins in my pocket, and 
not a farthing elsewhere. 

Ever since my final exit from Mavrocordato's 
house, Spiridion had kept completely aloof from 
me, and I had not once seen my till then insepara- 
ble friend. That he was a dutiful son, I knew ; 
that he wonld not openly fly in the face of hi| 
father^s commands, I had expected ; but I was not 
prepared to find that ^here his friend was concerned, 
he would conform to his parent's orders with such 
scrupulous punctuality. It mortified me ; and as 
prompt as ever U) value things only when forbidden, 
I now began to long for the youth'^s company: 
" After all, how preferable," thought I, ** was his 
society to any other. What information he pos- 
sessed, what knowledge he imparted ! How full of 
resource was his mind, and of variety his conver- 
sation ! How different from the empty rattle of 
men whose ideas never moved out of a single 
narrow circle, and whose efforts at jocoseness abso- 
lutely sickened with repetition. How many more 
acute observations on life at large he used to make, 
who only seemed to view its storms and whirlwinds 
from a narrow estuary deep inland, than those who 
sailed down its fuUest tide. The very reflection of 
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his own eKcdlence cast a luatro upon thofle who 
associated with him. They fidt greater self-esteem 
from being in his company ;^'--and I oould not 
forgive myself for so wantonly forfeiting what was 
80 valuable in itself, and so willingly bestowed I §t{ 
Yet, if even prior to the loss of all I possessed I 
had felt too pix>ud to seek one who shunned me, 
it may Well be supposed that since that event I 
should more than ever spurn all attempts at re* 
Dewing the int^course. However great my di«* 
tress might be, I would rather have thrown myself 
upon the generosity of an absolute stranger, thai^ 
upon the kindness of a friend who forgot me. Two 
days however had scarce elapsed since the retreat 
of the Armenian, when, as I lay despondingly on 
my couch, who should I see standing bende me^ 
like a cheering vision^ but my still true Spiridion ! 
The disappearance of the banker had soon been 
published, and amply oommodted upon, in the com* 
merdal world. My fiiend knew my little property 
to be in his hands. He had immediately enquired 
into my circumstances ; and api^ised of my ruin^ 
had oome to my relief. 

His pecuniary offers he found me unwilling to 
acrept. *'<Your fiiendship, Spridion,^' cried I, 
^* is dearer to me than ever; but away with, your 
purse ! It oi&nds my eyes. I love yQU too weU 
to become your debtor.^ 
VOL. ir. N 
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" Sdito f refUxA the sinx of MavrocordAio, " if 
what aflPeetxm bestows demands a retum of grati- 
tude, bdlieye me, it is too late to escape the irksome 
burthen. You are already too deeply in my debt 
for all the toaiety you have cost me. In the scale 
m whidi your reformation has outweighed all 
consideralioii of my own repose, in whidi your 
Welfare has pr^nderated over all my interests 
and schemes kx life^ a handfiil of paltry gold 
is but a speck of dost devoid of weight!" 

I felt the truth of this speech, bade my fooli^ 
pride be nlent, and accepted the money. ^' This gifl,^ 
exclaimed I, dasinug the purse witli both hands, 
and placing it next my heart, '^ will enable me to 
prove that yoar friendship has not been thrown 
away ; that the iseeds you tented to sow, though 
3I0W to ride, haVe sprung up at last : their fruits will 
soon appear. Henceforth, Spiridion, I tear from my 
bo$(»n ev^y root of evil-; henceibrth I renounce all 
the pleasures df vice ; lienceforth I become a new 
tttan^ thy boast, thy 'credit, aend thy gl6ry !" 

These words, the firet of the sort toy friend had 
ever heard me utter, sounded in his ekrs Hbe ^uaic 
from heaven. Tefiirl^ of emotion started ftom his 
eyes, he ^fibraced me w4t!h convulsive rapture. 
What m^ cotifld he wtsih fbr>' His long sought 
triumph "Was complete; £tnd like Inen on the 
morrow of a victory which termuu^tes a ttnbome 
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wary w^* hiA only to At d6>#n ddif dik^iks^ M leisure 
the ne^ plan of life, suitable to my lie^^ reablulSDhs. 
t^p^ tbi^ we eidarged' Al» ^i^ a d^tigUtful difeam 
soODr to bt^ realised, untii, iliarihg' to ^ fiMgei^; Spi'- 
Tidioti' at last itode to t^r Bin^yeff away fitoiA ihe. 

E^ditijg was sterfi^ ohy a^d^rkitess begiiining 
mht loose di> the' houiidisr of Kdl f!hat dunned &d 
fig^t of d^y. It wa^ searee' ^fd^ fbr Spiridioti ft> 
return home without some escort. " Slay, Spii^ro,**^ 
mH I ; ^ thi^ofice let Me be pei^tted to accom- 
paffly yotA Even youi* father, just iio#, I Am i^re, 
woiitdrwi^ to know me % youi- side.'— Spiridlon' 
edftsetited. 

Our way lay by a cofi^hduse, the favorite re- 
scH^t <tf ^ose against whom other doors were sliut: 
On the threshold stood loun^ng a boy — the son of^ 
a^Capidgee^ of the Porte, — with whom I had already 
befi^t^e once oi* twice had a tifb. Achmet was his 
nam^, insoleiice his professibn. His behaviour h£(d' 
made him the pest of the whole neighbourhood. 
AsP^oon as he spied us : *^ What,'' cried he ; " the 
619 insej^arables again risen from the dead ! Sed 
ti&^' tfie hound lugs the hog by the ^ars !'* At 
thes^insolting'Wofds-I felt the blood rush in my 
ftW; TO^'cbiivUlirf ifay ^Vhole body : I grasped riiy 
ha2tt^ar; but af^tHe ^Stmeidstaiitthe i^Membrance 
of ray rWfcfltf prohrii^e to rtrjr ffi^d^flfaSlied' afcross 
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my mind; and, smothering my indignation, I a-> 
lently hurried on. 

Spiridion, who had turned pale with anticipation 
of the ooneequences of so grievous an insult, ob- 
served the struggle in my bosom : ** Anastasius,^' 
said he, ^^ I see all, and I thank you* But suffer 
me to pursue my way alone* In the land where 
my ancestors hdd the sceptre, I am become thy 
reproach.^' 

" What, Spiridion,^ replied T " when you come 
to save me, I, leave you in danger I I, leave you 
exposed to the insult of the bigot, and the Uows of 
the ruffian ? Never !" And spite of my Aiend's en* 
treaties, I continued by his sidis until his own door 
opened to afford him safety. I then pressed his 
hand, bade him farewell, and went back. 

The lateness of the hour quickened my pace* In 
the most lonely part of the road I overtook Achmet, 
likewise on his way home, and passed by the swag** 
gering coxcomb* 

His sagacity had construed into fear my preced- 
ing endurance. Accordingly, his insolence only en- 
creased. *^ Coward,*^ exclaimed he, ** you run too fiwt 
Ibr me to take the pains of pursuing you. But I 
dkepute this messenger to give you my errand ;^ and 
6n my looking round to see what he meant, I fdt 
a huge stone graase my ear. But for the motion o 

f 
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turning round my head, it must hare broken ray 
jaw. 

Human patience could endurd no longer. I faced 
die ruffian. Each lifted his hand, but my dagger 
went first to the heart. My antagonist feO without 
a groan. I paused a while, — but he had ceased to 
breathe i Ridsing the lifeless body, I thre^r it over a 
wall into an adjmning cemetery, and walked off. 

No mortal had beheld the conflict : but the pnor 
provocation had had all Kandilly for a witness. 
What the darkness of the night awhile concealed, 
the dawn of the next day could not fiiil to 
bring to light: and to no one but me would the deed 
be imputed. Adimet indeed was abhorred, but 
his parents were respected. Having therefore much 
to apprehend from the law, and litde means to pur- 
chase justice, I determined not to try which would 
carry the day* 

Still, however, before I abandoned for ever the 
abode and the vicbity of my friend, I determined 
to see him once more. By another way, I raii back 
to his house. For the first time once his door had 
been shut against me, I knocked. He recognised 
my hand. It was the rap I used to give when, co^ 
mingin late firom my evening rambles, I feared to 
disturb his father. He himself (qpened to me. 

<< Sinri^n,'' said I, << bat an hour ago, I pledged 
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f^fxffp. ^ ^^f^ lio ^d j4>u i^eu for er^r* Forget 
^^ forget ^ rmstfiii wJbpnji bie iU &te pursues; and 
tl}^): JhQHiven jpjA %A3 .a«% rid of one .on ¥^om nuch* 
^rtuBi^ bag s^t its murk !'* 

J. 4^en tp)d JiiiQ iyli«it J^ hi^^ned ; mendoned 
whfr^ I i»i9«ipit to g9 ; ^liwil WjpliMing the Almighty 

^1^ ,c})Qic)^t {^Jessiogs, oiy^ more pressed to my arms 
^ iSfimpsmou d my childliood, and Inroke away. 

Bibit Htile time waa requisite to ddiver over ih% 
&jr ajrtides I left behind me, into the care of my 
hoetess, to saddle my horse, and to ride to iskiu* 
d^r.? There I parossed the diannl^l, entered Ccm* 
stanlinople just at the dawn of day, and traversing 
its long and still empty streets from end to end, 
went out again at the gate of Andrinople, aoposs 
field and common gained the western road, and 
dhout the middle of the day, i^ached die town of 
Biodosto.  * 

In this out ci the ws^ place, I tJhought myself 
safii, f^t least &r a few hours ; and feeling mudf 
fatigufid, went to a kind of (ooffise-house, asked for fi 
pidvalaioom, wdlay down on the floop to takea litde 
rest. Ibad8Gaccefaegantodose,whenIwaasuddeidy 
roimd. t>y a, loud knodring; and jb^a sqrt of 



rumouir, iminecliately enswng, of wludt I foone^tfie 

 

I liateoed, though withmt gettii^ up^ «iid for 
sooa^ twe oQuld Qi%ty eonfus^ly make oat onqiumv 
on one side, and answers on the other. At I^fiA on^ 
seBtence diatiQetty stnick my eav, uttered by some 
oae o( the party within. *^ He ia up i^tairs and akne,^ 
1% sufficed fippT my information. Nothing could jt)e 
more evident than that my expk^t bad been dis- 
povered mi my footsteps traced. The only tlnng 
now left for me to do, was to sell my deyotedlife as 
deer as possible. Ahready was the posse hurrying 
up stairs, and approaphing my door. I drew my 
y^tagani and cpried out with all my might : *^ Whoe- 
▼eaf enters, dies r But such was the noise outside, 
that my thrtat remained unheard. — ^At least it was 
not heed^. The door burst open : In rushed my 
pwsu^, and down fell my swprd — upon my own 

Spiridionl 

TJie sight of my friend had not been able entirely 
to stop my uplifted arm; but it. broke the forc^ of 
thebliMF. The weapon &U innocuous : and Spiri- 
dion, at first quite breathlesf!, and unable to utter n 
syllable, by degrees i-eoovered his breath, sat down 
and spake as follows. 

M You m» wgprised, Anastasius, to see me again ; 
but listen. When last night after your d^fttrtur^ 
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I l»y 4own to deep, I thought I had enlmly con- 
quered my first impulse to follow you. I thought 
that among the opposite duties contending in my 
breast, those whidi I owed my father had a superior 
cUm ; and thought so the more as my wishes leaned 
the other way. In vain, however, I dosed my eyes! 
My mind found no rest, and a feeling of inexpressi* 
ble anguish invaded my body. While I lay, op- 
pressed by an insufferable weight, but unable to 
stir and throw it off, my door gently opened, and 
without the least noise^ a form glided in which ap- 
proached my bed side. It was that of my mother : 
«*-H>f her whom I loved, and lost the first !^' 

** My son,'^ it said, looking sternly in my fiux, 
<< Vowsof gratitude are recorded by angels, and onty 
demons blot them out * He who at this moment, 
breaking the solemn silence of the night, with his 
liorses heavy hoof shaken the ground over my head, 
saved thy life at the risk of his own, in days that seem 
Soargpitt^&iL For having saved it a second tim^ a 
second time his own is threatened. In return for 
these deeds of love, my son, thy very father once 
made thee promise to regard him as a brother, and finr 
evar to stand by him, both in good and adverse for- 
tune, — and thou wouldest now leave thy brother to 
wander through the world a kndly, uiqoioitiectod, 
friendless outcast !" 
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<< Here the dread shade ceased to speak. But 
mudi as I tried to answer, I had not the power. 
My jaw was of stone, and my tongue cleaved to my 
mouth. The vi^on disappeared. A loud clap like 
thunder shook to dust my imaginary fetters. I 
started up, and obeyed !" 

Spiridion said no more. I looked at him in asto- 
mshment, " Is it you,** I cried, " my fnend ! — ^till 
now so inaccesuble to every form of superstition,-* 
who mistake the dream of an agitated mind, or the 
nightmare of a suffering frame for the directingvoice 
of Heaven? Ah ! ere you give way to such delusions, 
reflect but one moment on what may be the conse- 
quence. Consider who you are, what destinies await 
you. Think that on you depends the happiness of an 
affectionate parent, and the preservation of a noble 
family ; that for you are reserved the respect of d^ 
pendants, the wealth of relations, and the honors 
of the world : think that I, on the contrary, am a 
wretch, ruined in fortune and in fame, long ago re- 
jected by his friends and family, now renounced by 
his fellow dtizens, and proscribed by the laws of his 
country ; then say to yourself that between us no 
further society can subsist, no common interests 
can be miuntiuned.; that far from offering to follow 
my fate, it is your business to fly from my sodety 
as from a pestilence, and to avoid the contagion of my 
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breathy which must at last involve all th^Jt remain 
"Bnthin its reach. I myself could not allow you to 
barter your advantages against my wretchedness ; 
oonld not permit the suifenngs of my friend to en- 
cre^ the sins already on my head|! I myself must 
implore you to remember your now grieving father, 
and to forget for ever, the lost, the miserable 
Anastasius.'' 

^^ Cruel friend !" replied Sfuridion, " talk not to 
me of the world i Was I ever elate with its Uanclish- 
inent|9, or solicitous for its distinctions? My father 

indeed, but who more earnestly than he 

ever urged my prior duty to my God? Who oftener 
dwelt upon the paramount sacredness of the engage- 
ments contracted with heaven ? Let then the vifflon 
I beheld have been real, or have arisen only withm 
the compass of my heated brain ; still has it spc^n 
what I must accomplish ; still dare I not desat Bay 
brother. Since then heaven wills you to go, I must 
sot stay behind. Under Hassan's banners my finend 
purposes afresh in £g3fpt to pursue the path ef 
fame« Well I-^with him I may go; with him I too 
may run the race of glory! We shall fight side by 
ladfi. Perhaps I may some day save your life, as 
you once saved mme. Perhaps, vouchsafed the 
Uiss to ished my blood for my friend, I may die oa 
his bosom the death of the biave ! Or, if Frovi*- 
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dence should guard us both, should ptniiit both to 
hriy — ^triumphant with thee, I shall with thee re- 
turn ; and with tbrne lay my laurels at my exulting 
fadier^t feet! Does not Maviocordato himsd^ 
prizing his~8(X)^s devati<m beyond that son's eK- 
istenoe^-^stine me to duwe high ofluses, whose ap- 
piQoch is over daggers, and whose end is the bow- 
string f Thus already inured to danger ere I entar 
my eareer, already armed with martial renown ere I 
encounter my rivals, I ^all with greater oonfideooe 
commence the druggie, and with greats vigour 
contend for die prize, sought by a fiither'^s ambition 
under a son's bcxrrowed name P 

^^ No, Spiridicm,*' answered I, ^^ it shall not be ! 
In accompanying me, thou goest not to renown; 
tiiou goest only to disgrace, pe];haps to perdition. 
Thou assumest the appearance of my accomplice. 
Thou cov«*e8t with dishonor a thus far spotless 
nome. Thadcs to my conduct, I am alone iu th6 
wwld ; I belong to no one else ; I am a twig torn 
from its steqa, that strikes no root, and bears no 
blosaom. My existence goes fbr nothing in the 
sum of earthly things ! My lonely fate involves no 
other destiny ! The weed of my sterile existence 
uiy one may pluck up, may tear, may cast upon a 
dunghill, — and no loss be felt, no r^^ret expressed, 
no cegi^sanea taken of ibi^ deed, no tear, save by 
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thee, shed over my remains, nor any flower, save by 
thee, planted on my lonely grave ! Of what impor- 
tance is it where I may wander, or what may 
become of me ? But thou, to plunge headlong 
from the summit of earthly blessings into the abyss 
in which already I lie prostrate ; thou, to cover thy 
fair name with the foulness of mine . . • • No, no, it 
cannot, it shall not be !^' 

,Here the young Greek's tone and manner at 
once entirely changed. '^ Anastasius,^ cried he 
with a rage so concentrated it almost looked like 
calmness : ^' you may spurn me from your ade, 
you may proceed without me. But mark the ocny- 
sequence. I return to Constantinople, I go before 
the judge, and in the face of the whole public I 
proclaim myself what I am,-— the murderer of 
Achmet!" 

It now was evident that emotion and fatigue, 
acting on a susceptible frame, and a mind always 
exalted, had produced in Sjnridion that d^ree of 
excitement which rendered further opposition dan- 
gerous. I thought it best for the present to pve 
way ; bowed, and submitted. 

On my first arrival atBodosto, I had desired my 
horse might be sold for me, and a boat hired to 
continue my journey. In their excessive zeal for 
my service the good people of the house had parted 
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with my dteed for half his ralue, and had taken a 
boat at double the usual fare: but it was not a 
time to mind minute miscalculations. The boatmen 
were waiting, I stepped in, and Spiridion foQowed. 
Before the sun had set, the wind, in conjunction 
with the current, carried us out of the Bc^haz into 
the open sea. 

Just as we launched into the wide bason of the 
Archipelago, the sun's brilliant disk was majesti- 
cally dropjnng behind the distant crags of Athos, 
whose gigantic and insulated mass, alone dimly 
beheld soaring above the silver wave, looked like the 
huge mjpmt of the deep,anerged from its dark caverns 
to survey his domain. With the last departing rays 
(kf the orb of day also died away the breeze, leaving 
the liquid plain as smooth as a mirror. 

The monotonous sound of the oar, falling upon 
the waters in slow and steady cadence, now remained 
the pnly sound whidi broke the universal silence, 
and insennbly its solemn and regular return dis- 
posed me to ruminate on my portion of life already 
wound off. 

**How wfaimdical a thing,*' thought I, << is man's 
destiny ( How varioudy seem contrasted its most 
proximate vicisdtudes, and yet how intimately are 
linked its furthest incidents: by how many an- 
ttrigr minute and hidden agencies is oAen irrefos- 
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tibly product tbe last obd fple ogtd&Mbto iSMMi 
of the weightiest erentsl How entirely ill tifi 
will th&t ideme spontdnecnisly to iirg@ tVB €«^ M 
unaTcttdnUe offspring of dr^Mtetnttt^ t^hlAt^r 
mdependant of that wiD, Aac^ prior td th# t^ry 
existence of tbe beiiig wbout k dtrayil ! A £df 
form arises in Damascus ; and this liMW^ ffittnftg 
through tbe diittant stteett, asA }ik^ cdifgbt by my 
eye as it Tanishes aigray-^this tana^ iiev6f b^rfeve cKT 
since beheld^matkcB me thi^o# do^'^n li F^ank oft 
the steps of tbe mosquey cmp 4 frlAr^il beard ift a 
bttpber*8 shop, seek refuge ttdm a Syrian Pasitffd 
wmth m Constantinople's rortex^ ineot in proteetitig 
an t>ld fnend the iasolettce of a stf angefr; rid thd 
world of aruffiafn (or tbreatnhig my own life^ a»d 
again abandon Stamboel to fly « . « . €kxi only ye< 
knows to what remote part of tim ill conditioned 
gk>ber 

<< How fearfnlly aboHr lA blood begets l^bod I 
Had I not nulnj years before slain a ^reek undei^ 
tbe walls of tbe capital^ I i^uld not have fffSH 
Mamluke blood under the battlements of CaatOy 
nor by a m^il As diiMant as flie Irst iiApulse, %ain 
have shed Tmkieb Uood itt Constantinople^ii mih^ 
wbsw'' 

. <*Biilslay; hr fliisflliaticn of skaightet' ^tw t 
entively pai^ve ? Had vy oMl temper' no ^nare 
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m tbe suigumaty parentage ^ Did tio( the un- 
towardness of my own dUpontaoti give fertiUty to 
otherwise bamn circumstances? If at one time 
I durst hare otmed a friend, at another could have 
pardoned an enemy, at a third have held in the 
oontempt he deserved a silly coxcomb, had not the 
treble generation of murders been stifled in thi^ 
birth, the causes that brought them forth remained 
childless, and the black c^spring never darkened 
the earth with its shade P*^ 

'^True indeed I But that if; that indispensable 
condition of the more favoraUe alternative,—- 'what 
prevailed its growing into a reality ? What mixed 
up mth my temper those fi^y, those combustible 
ingredients, always ready to explode, to dnve away 
every suggestion of reason^ and to raise my hand ere 
my mind could check the blow ? Was it myself ? 
-^certainly noti" 

<^ For if, on my outset in life the option hod been 
offered me, how gladly would I have received, 
instead of a Inas to evil and its bitter fhiits, an 
indination to good and its benefidal consequences ! 
It was the examples I beheld, the lessons I was 
ttiught, nay the vely elements which I inherited 
fi^in my parents, that fraught me with my prepon^ 
dnIrtiDg prwcness to evil. It was that part of my 
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being for which I have as little reason to blainci iay 
own wiU, as others have a right to thank their own 
volition, who, from a happier organisation, derive 
the superior advantage of judgment, tanperance, 
and ax)lness : for while the inclination of the brute, 
like the pillar placed upon the solid earth, can only be 
moved by a force most intense and most palpable, 
the propensities of man, resembling the pendulum 
poised in air, often yield irreristibly to an influ-^ 
ence seemingly the most gentle, — to the slightest 
breath of wind 1 and if man fancies himself tiie 
free agent he is not; if man regards many of 
his actions as wholly spontaneous, which are the 
last inevitable effects of a long series of prior 
hidden causes; if man overlooks the vast ma- 
chinery founded on the first progress of time, 
and extending to the furthest limits of spacer 
by which, independant of his will, all we be-^ 
hold, unto that very will, is produced; if man 
consents to a gratuitous responsilnlity fiom whicb 
he exempts the brute, and might exempt himself, 
—it is precisely because his intellectual organisation, 
from bemg so much finer than that even of the 
highest brute, is often compelled to volition and 
its cons^uenoes by agencies so much more complex 
md minute fnd distant and yet connected, that 
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from that very circumstance, it is often impossible to 
trace them to any particular anterior source, and to 
recognise them in any particular later effect ;— or, 
in other words : man only thinks himself more pe- 
culiarly gifted with liberty than other animals, be- 
cause he is the moreequal, and general, and unresisting 
slave to a greater number of more subtle and un- 
controllable surrounding tyrants, physical and moral. 
Unpossessed of the smallest component particle of 
body or of intellect, of will or of knowledge, of sensa- 
tion or of thought, which — ^if its Maker be really the 
sole creator, mover, and upholder of all things created 
— ^isnotan emanation, apart of that very Maker ; in- 
capable of conceiving the most transient desire, and 
performing the most trifling action, which — if there 
be a single first cause of all secondary causes or 
effects whatsoever — does not proceedfrom theexpress 
will of that angle first cause ; unable to name any 
speciesof temptation whatsoever, which — ^if all things 
originate in one single source — ^flows not in reality 
from that single first source, as much as the strength 
to resist, or the weakness that yields, — ^vain-glorious 
man, however curiously the impressions he receives 
from external objects may, in that strange piece 
of mechanism his brain, successively assume the 
various forms of sensation^ thought, and will, is not 
the less^ from his first to his last, breath, as entirely 

VOL. II. O 
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a mere pasaye instrument in die hands of Piovi- 
denoe, as the insentient plant, or the unorganised 
mineral ; and^ so far from deserving to have his 
bickerings with his brother mites on this grain of 
sand, magnified into an insurrection of giants 
agamst heaven, seems to me as fully entitled to 
credit for obedience to the Almighty in doing what 
is blamed, as in efiecting what is praised ; would be 
guilty of as flagrant an act of rebellion in dediniiig 
the task of evil, as that of good, set down foit him*; 
and leaves heaven itself as exclusively accountable 
for the mischiefs of the moral world, as fcH^ thoi$e (tf 
the mere physical creation, — for the destnietion 
effected by oon^^erors and statesmen, as for the 
havock produced by eatthquakes, floods, hutricanei^ 
famine and pestilence. To eat and to be eaten by 
each other, is the lot which Providence itself has 
assigned to aA the sentient inbal^tents ^ this 
unhappy g^obe !* 

At IhiB period of my reasonii^, a ^lew light burst 
upon me. All atoto^ce the great AMhbr <rfall, so &t 
frc»n appearing, iii his capacity of the sole primary 
cause of evil, as less bounttful to man, &an if he bad 
only bten the aHificer of ^good, seemed to ic^uii^ 

* Poor pitiable wretck ! t^y life Is ibt ftpit cottisi^nt on ihy 
prindiples ; tod Mf idiewBto nAiat^tbey ine^ftab)^ lead. StfiTdK 
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in my eyes, on that vmy account, a douUedaioi ta 
our gratitude. It struck me that, if the Omnir 
potent ordainer of the universe, -*— who could 
have willed his wcHrk equally perfect through- 
out,-— had yet left for a time error and its hitler 
fruits mixed with knowledge and with hliss, this 
ordination might in reality lead to ultimate joys 
more intense, than if all had been unmixed hspipi^ 
ness from the very beginning. ^' Who indeed,^ 
diought I, ^^ dared, on mature consideration, to 
dbubt, — ^without calling in quefiCiaa both Almighty 
wisdom and goodness,-*^that, if on this transient stage 
of mere trial and probation, God mingled weakaess 
with strengdi, and darkness with light, so far from 
its being for the cruel purpose of throwing tempta- 
tions into man's way, in order that he might punish 
Inm fiar yielding to their voice, and find reasons for 
only saving half mankind, where the whole mi^t 
have been blessed, it was in reality only with the 
benevolent design of teaching all his creatures, 
tiurougfa dint of a few fleeting injuries and sufferings, 
the eternal di&rence between evil and good, igno- 
rance and knowledge, imperfiectson and endless, un- 
changing, perfection; and /thereby enabling all, in 
their higfaor future state, to ^oy more compktdy, 
through the means of unceasing comparison^ its 
good without evil, and its Uiss without aUoy.^ 
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On further reflection, however, I could not help 
finding, even in tliis sagadous $chenae — ^liberal as it 
was — a something at which, I thought, a man in my - . 
predicament might still be dbsatisfied. It still seemed • 
to me that those ill-fated wretches, whose misfor- 
tune it was to have been selected, even before their 
very birth, and wholly without their consent and 
-foreknowledge, for the purpose of serving, through 
the mischiefs they were doomed to perform, and the 
miseries they were destined to sufier, as examples 
to the rest of mankind, might have reason to com- 
plain of partiality in the decrees of Providence, at 
least during its present provisional dispensations ; — 
unless indeed, as seei^ied fair, those unfortunate evil 
doers in this world, were to be made amends for 
their sublunary hardships, by an additional share of 
rewards and of glory in the next : but, as that was 
still a doubtful point ; and as, consequMitly , while I fek 
quite sure of being numbered here below among 
those pitiable victims, forced to perform all manner 
of mischief for the general benefit, I possessed not 
yet the smallest certainty ofanadequate compensation 
hereafter, I began by degrees to repine at my lot, 
to murmur at the mortifying part I was made to 
perform, and to lose what Uttle patience my irk- 
some task had thus far left me. In short, I deter- 
mined no longer to forfeit the certain for the un- 
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certain ; but immediately to throw off my com- 
pulsory character, and — whatever punishment I 
might incur for my disobedience, — forthwith to be- 
come a very pattern of virtue, in spite of heaven 
itself ! 

But alas ! I found there is no contending with 
the powers above; I soon discovered that the scheme 
which I was meditating is more easily planned than 
executed. Spiridion, whom till that moment I had 
looked upon as my good demon, — ^as the angel 
appointed to guard me from evil, — ^was in reality 
die spirit destined to scare me fit)m good. Per- 
ceiving the strong labour in my mind, he lost his 
usual caution, and, in the mistaken idea of availing 
himself of the propitious moment, commenced so 
dark a picture of my vices, ere my virtuous resolves 
were well matured, that my self-love — that infernal 
and ever watchful sprite — suddenly felt alarmed, 
flapped its raven wings, and took the field. At once 
the current of the salutary reflections, spontaneously 
sprung up in my breast, became totally stopped by 
the fear lest my companion might think me subdued 
by a sense of my forlorn situation. Angrily in- 
terrupting his lecture : ** I agreed," cried I, " to 
the«society of a friw .d, not to the admonitions of a 
preceptor. It is unfair to get me into a small boat 
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out at 860^ in order to pursue me with lectures fnm 
which I caimiA escape !^ 

This ftally^ though it made Spiridion smile, still 

left me ruffled ; and a httle afier^ when my friend^ 

/ after spreading out our little provision, looked for a 

k&ife, I offered him my handjar, still crimsoned 

with Achmet^s blood. He said nothing, and only 

» 

turned away his head. But as he leaned over the 
Ads^ of the boat, I saw big tears drop into the 
Waves. Night, meanwhile, had stolen on, and our 
little silent skifl^ filled with moumiug, and enoom* 
passed by darkness, looked hke the barge which 
carries to the regions of wailing the souls of the 
damned* 

The hours of darkness passed without further dis- 
course, but early in the morning Spiridion, thinking 
me more calm, vaitured on what he called another 
appeal to my reason^ The very word deprived me of 
what little I had left. , << Appeal to my affections,^ 
exdaimedl: "bidmedoone thing or leave another 
for the love I bear you, but talk not to me of reason. 
I hold the cursed gift in abh(HTence» It is the source 
ofall our errors, the mother of all our mischiefs. The 
brute, who has only instinct to guide him, is sure 
to act right : but human b^gs^ witJi ther miserable 
reason, are always acting wnmg, and acting wnxig 
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thfMigh thf persufuncms of that reason itself . For^if 
fthqr vte liable to evil pamons of whieh brutes baye 
no OQOception ; if they experience ayi^iice, and apnbi- 
tiim, and pride — those feelings most fertile in qnmiss 
and in bavock among the human spe^ies,-^to whiit 
do Afff owe this unfortunate distinotipn, but to the 
impulse of a reasoning faculty whieb happens to 
mistake its way ? And if tbey have been fd^e to f»c- 
exmplish mischief beyond what brutes cpuld haive 
imaj^ned ; if they have "siuaceeded, for instance, to 
dmMe on tbis globe, through supb inventions as 
printing, oook^y, and gunpowd^, th.e tbr^e evils 
(oTinfidelity, disease, and pnematurie dissolution, what 
again have they to thank for the advantage but 
their inestimable reason ? It is no doubt in mercy 
to tbe human species, that of all its baneful faoulties, 
thM of reason, on which it prides tts^lf most, should 
hare hesa made to develt^ the last, and to 
slusdber the of tenest.^ 

'< I suppose, then,^ said Spiridion, ^ it is only 
for feur of appearing too reasonable, that you, who 
4p not tbink yoursdf aecoiuntable to h£»ven, and, 
indeed, am not over nice how you act by your 
nrighbour, yet make your n^ghbojur pay ao dearly 
fiv any injury he may attempt to do you ?^ 

^ listen,^ reflied I. ^^ As (bo the duties betineen 
Bsan^ndinaii; if ^y life or happiness depend upon 
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the bread, or money, or jewel which happen without 
my consent to be in my neighbour's hands, assuredly 
I do not see why I should so far prefer his interests 
to my own, as to leave them there, if I can do better 
for myself. Upon the same principle I defend against 
my naghbours what I already have gotten ; and, as I 
ward off impending injuries, so I retaliate injuries 
received, to prevent a repetition ; but in all this 
I feel no ill humour towards my neighbour, allow 
him a complete reciprocity of rights against myself, 
and, though I should even occasionally find it neces- 
sary to kill, in order to settle whose right shall pre- 
vail, I presume not to blame, and think myself not 
entitled to punish." 

** Indeed !" cried Spiridion archly ; ** and when 
would you, pray, first think chastisement lawful ?"** 

** As soon," answered I, " as by an express, or 
even tacit, but acknowledged agreement between cer- 
tain individuals, each had ceded to the rest his 
natural indefinite right over their persons and pro- 
perties, in return for other definite concessions, at 
once more restricted and more advantageous; and 
had voluntarily submitted to certain penalties on in- 
fringmg this agreement." 

" Well said !" exclaimed my friend, " You have 
described the social compact, — the source of eveiy 
law, the cement of every state ; and, since you not 
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only have acknowledged its sacredness, but sub^ 
scribed to its terms, by claiming its support both 
as subject and as ruler, what more have you to do, 
but henceforth to abide, while this empire subsists, 
by all its stipulations ?" 

Here I rubbed my eyes. *^ Am I alive,** cried 
I, " and awake; and do I hear a Greek, and 
under the yoke of the Turks, talk of a social 
compact,-— of an agreement intended for mutual 
benefit, support and protection, — as of a thing ac- 
tually subsisting ; as of a thing that should regu- 
late his conduct to his masters ? Ah ! had I only 
discovered the faintest trace of any such agreement 
between Christianity and Islamism, and had I 
found, in those for whose security it was framed, 
the least disposition to enforce its terms, and to re* 
sist its infraction, who would have been more proud 
than myself of remainitig a Greek, of standing by 
my oppressed countrymen, and of maintaining the 
glorious struggle to the last drop of my blood f 
But it was because in these realms the contract, if 
ever it existed, had been perverted, — or rather — 
had been torn, rent asunder, cast away ! because 
my countrymen, — as if fascinated by the despot^s 
crooked cypher, — ^had themselves preferred impli- 
cit submission to the restoration of an obliterated 
. text ; and because, not content with themselves going 
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quifitlj to dau^ter, when I dauned their de- 
fence, they only bade me do likewise, that, no longer 
eitha* benefited or bound by the broken engage- 
ment, I left the community from which I in vain 
expected support, for that from wfaidi I hoped for 
effectual protection, — until, equally diigusted with 
the brutal stupidity of the miens, as with the ser- 
vile apathy of the ruled, and sering in every sjrstera, 
whether of conquered ct^c£ cmqueiiors, equal disor- 
ganisation and ruin, I at last resolved to resume 
my rigfits of nature, and the primeval state of war- 
fare against all worth attacking !'* 

Here ^ridon looked, or pretended to k)ok, as 
if he thought he might be among those mtided 
to this distinction, and would now gladly have rid 
me of his ewEnpany if be could. That being im- 
possible, he voudhaafed to answer me« ^ Men,^' 
he cried, ^^ so viidently enamoured of their natu- 
ral liberty^ or raither fioense, should at once iremove 
ibmnsdves from the pale of civil sodety; nor 
clisturb those who are satisfied with what they 
disapprove*'' 

^< SpiridoB," I replied, ^^ that is ea«ly said; 
but is it asHBafflly done? Par as that society has 
apveadits insidious anairea, haa it so mudi as left a 
ttogle small apot on earth, where those yet tmbom 
who should €&dftie its partial n^Iations^ may find 
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rodtti to retire to the enjoyment of their birth-right? 
Or if there be any such asylum remaining in the 
irilds of Tartary or the wastes of America, has not 
society, at any rate, so mom^Iized all the means 
of disentangling oneself from its mazes, as to rea- 
der the gaining these blissful abodes next to im- 
possible? Must we not possess land-caravans, or ves- 
sels, licenses and passports, even to fly to the lone- 
liness of the desert, together with a strength of 
body and of mind, of which the social institu- 
tutions take care to deprive us, ere we suspect 
their dangerous power? They cut our claws, 
they clip our wings, and then they cry out with 
a smile of derision : ** poor pinioned eagle, fly if 
thou list!'* The man who is not wealthy can 
only escape from society through the gates of 
death. Nor does he every where, I am told, dare 
to^ approach even these boldly and honestly. 
He must, in some countries, smuggle himself 
out of the world by stealth, and embark for his 
journey under false colours, lest his body be 
made accountable for the roving disposition of his 
souir 

In this sort of conversation did we while away 
our lime in the boat. I knew that some of my 
arguments could not bear minute scrutiny ; but I 
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felt less solicitous to seek the shortest road to truth, 
as it must abridge our discussions^ and leave us to 
all the irksomeness of a passage, which grew more 
tedious in proportion as our sentiments became less 
discordant. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Aftee a coasting voyage of three or four days, 
some ominous appearances in the sky made us veer 
about, and enter that most beautiful of harbours 
Port Calon^, on the island of Mitylene, where the 
olive tree, growing almost out of the sea, again dips 
its pendant boughs in the briny tide which laves its 
knotty roots. ^^ Had it not been written/' exclaimed 
I, as we stepped ashore, ^* that this brain of mine 
should be stewing under a huge turban, instead of 
freely venting its superfluous heat from under a 
slight skull cap, what a fine opportunity there would 
now be, midway as we are between the three hun- 
dred rich friars of Nea-Moni,' and the three thou- 
sand poor friarsofA^os-Oros, to turn thrifty myself, 
and exchange the thoughtless prodigality of the 
simier, who stakes eternal happiness against a few 
years of jollity, for the calculating conduct of the 
saint, who inflicts upon himself just enough of priva- 
tion and torture in this life, to purchase a perpetuity 
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of btiss hereafter; — or again, had it been written that 
you should trear the turban as well as myself, how 
profitably we might spend our time in this boat 
slashingourarms andlegs; in order to mix our blood, 
and ever after to be bound to each other both in 
body and soul, and sure of a companion in hell as in 
heaven. But I wrap my brains in muslin, and you 
in sheep-skin; and so our souls must — ^whether they 
choose or not — after they quit this frame, go miles 
asunder; and while they remun in tliese paltry 
bodies, we have nothing to do-— since we cannot 
pass our lives rowing through the Archipdago, — 
but to oonader how ^e may dispose of our persons 
to the best advantage, or at least where we may cxm^ 
vey them with the least inconvenience.'' 

** All this," said Spiridon, ** I suppose you are 
already fully determined upon, in your own mind.*^ 

" I am ;" was my rejdy ; — " but still I want your 
advice. You must know that in my humble ojn- 
nion this eternal Capitan-Pasha, whom I am for 
ever talking of and waiting for, may be longer 
going to his new harvest-field, than my poor old 
father to his last home ; and therefore, as we are 
approaching my native idand, and the attraction 
begins to operate, I should like, wind and weather 
serving, with so many sins on my head and so many 
enemies at my heels, to crave my sire's last forgive- 
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ness and blesoing. It would lighten my burthen, 
and strengthen my loul, which sickens and wants 
such a cordial.^ 

My motives for visiting ihe^or di Uvanie * m- 
lenced all Spiridon^s objections to gmng where he 
himself still had so many connections. We agreed 
to cross the mountains wludb separated us from the 
town vi Mitjlene, and there to hire a swifter vessel 
for the remainder of our journey. Like Orestes, I 
was to wander about from place to place, trying to 
expiate my guilt, while Spiridon-^my Pylades, had 
nothingto do but to watch me, in case I went mad. 

Arrived on the quay of Mitykne^s gay city, the 
first figure that struck me was a person, like my- 
self going to embark, of whom I thought I had 
some reodlection. On closer examinalion I found 
him to bea gentleman from my native town ; upon 
which 1 accosted him, and enquired the news of 
Chio. Eight or nine years had altered my features 
oonnderably mcMre than his, of which the already 
kmg fixed wrinkles had only acquired a little more 
depth and sharpness. He therefore answered me as 
a stranger* His account was not the less minute ; 
butliirougboutthe whde narrative not a syllable 
iraiB meMoned of the only thing I cared about,, 
namefy, tuy^own fmsily, winch somehow I had ez« 
pected WMid have figurai foremost. At hot,. 
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losing all patience: " And Dimitri Sotiri," said I, 
" what may he be doing at this time ?" 

" You come from distant parts, sir," answered 
the gentleman^ smiling agreeably; ^^ otherwise you 
would know that signor Sotiri has been dead this 
fortnight. I myself attended the funeral, and a 
noble one it was ; — more sweetmeats consumed than 
at half a dozen weddings ! But you turn pale, sir ! 
Is any thing the matter with you?" 

" Nothing, nothing," cried I, — ^trying to contain 
myself '^ but a little ^ddiness to which I am sub- 
ject ;" — ^and laying hold of a post for my support : 
— " who," resumed I, " carried the body?" 

" His two sons of course." 

** There was a third." 

" Aye, so there was ; — and, though absent in per- 
son, present enough in name. Sotiri talked of no 
one else during his illness !^' 

'* What was it he said !" 

** Why, faith i that is what no body can tell. 
Constantine and his brother maintained it was all 
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" Has that third brother been heard of?'' 

^^ Troth ! people talk differently. Some say he 

is a great man, — a Bey of Egypt ; others, a positive 

beggar at Constantinople. An acquaintance of 

mine^ a man who seldom speaks any thing but the 
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trutbj sveats be met him tjie pthor d||y ingfii^ of 
th^ streets of Galata, all in rags, and absolu^ly b$;g- 
ging charity. My friend was going to give U in the 
ah^ of good advice, but the spark said that was not 
whjit he wanjt^, ^d turned away. As to his 
lNx>thers, they report all that is bad of him. T}i?ir 
father nevercould silence their tongues; aQd though 
it is likely enough that all they sipy is true, yet 
every body cries shame to hear people talk in th$kt 
way of their own blood. It b what should be left 
to strajogers. With the mischief they have mad^^ 
it may be as much as his Ufe is worth, for Sigqor 

• 

Anastasius, or Selim, as they call him, to shew his 
face among us. The Turks fingers itch to throw 
the first stone at him, as much as those of the 
Christians ; although they say he is a Hadjee, and 
has been to Mekkah. But none need fear his 
trying to come to Chio. 1^11 lay my life on it he 
is dead long ago V* 

" No," exclaimed I, as if suddenly awaking from 
a deep trance, and grasping the afirighted talker 
by the wrist ; ^^ he is not 1 and since you are 
going to Chio, and may be glad to carry a piece 
of news— tell them, Anastasius still lives;, tell 
them they soon ^all see him; and tell them he 
OQines to resent his wrbi^, and to d^m his right- 
fuiprop^yr 

VOL. II* P 
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Spiridion, alarmed at this sally, interrupted thef 
conversation. Taking the Chiote by the left 
hand, while I still held him tight by the other, he 
pointed to his boatmen, who were making signs of 
impatience at hi^ delay. Notlung he wished for so 
much himself as to be gone. Disentanghng his 
hands hastily from our grasp, he gave us an 
aukward half strangled salutation, and sped tcT hi$ 
barge. 

As soon as he was out of hearing : " Is this,'* 
said Spitidion, shaking his head : ^^ the way in 
which a son should mourn for his father ?" 

I could only stammer out : " my brothers, my 
brothers !'* — Spiridion let the first emotion pass ; 
and when he saw me more cdmposed spoke as 
follows. 

^^ I see, Anastasius, you still meditate some out- 
rage ; of what nature I know not, nor wish to hear. 
But of this I think it right to apprise you: if, 
impressed with a sense of all the forbearance you 
stand in need of yourself, you shew equal lenity to 
your kindred ; if, forgetting every injuiy, you only 
appear among them to speak words of peace ; if, 
above all^ you renounce every advantage bestowed 
by the partial laws of Islamism, you have my 
friendship for ever : I bind my fate to yours, until 
the hour of death. But if, on the contrary, you 
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only returh to your country to insult the ashes 6f 
your father, to devour the little substance of your 
brothers, and to justify the disgrace stamped in your 
birth{dace on your name, I stay here, I leave you 
to run your race of shame aloiie, and I abandon 
for ever all solicitude about your welfare r 

^piridion ;^' answered I, '^ you know that 
covetousness is not the vice of my heart. But do 
you blame just resentment; do you wish calumny 
to remain unpunished ?** ; 

^^ And are you then so irreproachable;^' dsked 
the son of Mavrocordato, ^^as to leave so much room 
for injustice in the accounta concerning you, and to 
render every unfavourable representation of your 
proceedings an unbearable calumny ? — But be that as 
it may; promise to do what I ask, or be contentt to 
see me withdraw on the spot from the pain of wit- 
nessing your future errors, and the disgrace of 
sharing in your yet unborn crimes." 

" I will not,'' replied I, " bind myself by a 
promise. I should appear to have taken the engage- 
ment, unmindful of its weight, and only to fulfil 
reluctantly an irksome task, because I had un- 
guardedly pledged my word to perform it. I wish 
at least to acquire all the merit of acting right, by 
retaining the power of acting Wrong. Only go, with 
me as far as Chio. When there, if I should 
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behave ill^ it will tlien still be not too late to kave 
me.'' 

The look and manner with which I declined my 
fnend's request, inspired him with confidence. 
" Then once more go we on !" cried he : — ^** but 
beware !** 

I now strewed ashes on my turban, took the 
gloss ojBP my glittering vest, and put on the mgns 
of mourning. After this we engaged another boat, 
and in a short time reached our destination. 

There was no necessity in Chio to announce my 
arrival. On my very first landing I found every 
minor topic eclipsed by the more important subject 
of my speedy coming. Already had my brothers 
found means to stir up the whole town against 
me. Already was every inhabitant up in arms, to 
prevent the renegade from redudng his nearest 
kindred to beggary. So loud was the cry of defi- 
ance, that, on stepping ashore, I found it expedient 
to go straight to the Mekkiem^. Safe in the hall 
of justice, I had my brothers summoned. 

Spiridion did not know what to think of my pro- 
ceeding. Questioned by his anxious looks, I made 
him signs to be silent : but though he undooed 
not his lips, it was easy to see his heart trembled 
between hope and fear. 

For my part, without giving the least hint of 



ANASTASroS. 91& 

my intentions^ without notidng the -crowd oolkcted 
to survey my person and to watch my bebayiour^ 
without satisfying the curiosity or correcting the er- 
rt»s of the bystanders, who aloud, at my very elbow^ 
imparted to each other their surmises, I stood haugh- 
ty, unmoved and silent, wuting the appearance of 
my worthy pair of brothers. 

At last they made their entrance ; and never cer- 
tainly did men take less trouble to conceal the ill* 
humour they felt at seeing an unexpected relation. 
Without addressing me even in the words of anger^ 
they went and took their station on one side of the 
hall, while I stood on the oppo^te side. There, 
—pale, sullen, dejected, and now and then casting 
upon me a lowenng look of mingled rage and des- 
pair, — they awaited, without uttering a word, the. 
legal injunction they expected, to surrender the pa- 
I tenud estate. 

I own that for some time I enjoyed their dismay. 
It Y(Sts the only pleasure they could afford me. 
Having indulged in it till the zest evaporated, I at 
last broke the long protracted alence* ^* My bro- 
thers,^ said I, ^^ you are aware of my claims upoB you ; 
and you likewise are conscious of your conduct to me. 
In your own nunds, therefore, you dare not cherish 
the smallest particle of hope, that I should sutren- 
der in your favor anjjt portion of my right. Yet 
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what you dare not expect, I of my own accord pep- 
form. I here publickly relinquish my privily. 
Take each your third of the paternal property : and 
only leave me that portion which would have be^ 
longed to me as a Christian, and which I can but 
ill spare. That don^, moiirn for your sins, and re- 
pent of your injustice." 

To describe the effect these words produced on 
the audience would be impossible. Those who be- 
fore considered me as a devil incarnate, nowofxx)urse 
regarded me as an angel from heaven. The hall 
resounded with loud applause. Nothing was heard 
but praises of my generosity ; and my brothers them* 
selves, stunned by so unexpected a turn in their si- 
tuation, were reluctantly forced to join in the general 
cry. They thanked me, but in such a way as made 
it doubtful whether they more rejoiced at recovering 
their property, or regretted retracting their abuse, 
I took no notice of their coolness, but went strmght 
to our house. My progress looked like a triumphal 
march : all that had witnessed my behaviour at the 
Mekkieme, and all whom we met an the way, joined 
the procession. Having reached the steps of the man- ' 
sion, I turned round and sisduted the company. In 
its turn, the assembly honored me with fresh cheers, 
intermixed with a few observations on my brothers, 
which at least shewed they were not overlook^ X 
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expressed my unmixed gratitude, and retired to a 
private chamber, where I was glad to sit down and 
rest myself. 

While every one else had been loud in praise of 
my conduct, the son of Mavrocordato alone had not 
uttered a sjUable. As soon as we were by ourselves, 
he threw his arms round my neck, and attempted 
to speak : but in vain ! His emotion was too great 
for utterance. He could only gaze on me with over- 
flowing eyes. To see his Anastasius, who thus far 
had caused him nothing but anguish, had afibrded 
him no employment but to conceal his errors, all at 
once become the theme of universal admiration; to 
find his friendship thus justified, his perseverance 
thus rewarded, — ^what a moment for his feelings I 
Even while speechless for want of breath, his exul- 
ting look seemed to say, " Well, my friend, are you 
now sorry that you followed my advice ?" 

If, however, Spiridion's first thoughts were for 
his friend, his second were for his father. Till that 
moment, a more urgent subject of anxiety had occu- 
ped his mind. This being set at rest, he took up 
the other. " Ah, my tender parent,'' exclaimed he, 
" why cannot you witness my success, or rather yoiu: 
own! For I act in. your name, I but accomplish 
your vows. Alas! while I triumph, you still r^^ 
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main m BhgvMi. Yet shall you Mi sidFer longi^ 
th&a 2t gratdful son csai help." 

Hereupon, he proposed to go out and enquire for 
the means of sending a letter. Already he had dis- 
patched a few lines from Rodosto tomake his father 
easj respecting his disappearance. On my agreeing 
to the thing ^e went forth. As we crossed the espla- 
nade of the castle, I perceived a dark cloud gather oti 
ifiy friend's brow. His eyes seemed to dart out of his 
hfiaid, and to remain rivetted on the quay. I turned 
mine the same way, but saw nothing to account for 
Sphfidion^s pierturbation. At last, changing color, 
And presdng my arm : we are traced,^' he cried, ** see 
M&rco eommg towards us!^ This person was his 
father'^s steward — an old and confidential serrant. 
** L^t tiis go,'* rejoined he, " and meet him. I have 
done nothing of whitih I need be ashamed.**' 

Marco saw hi^ young master advancing. He 
hobbled on to meet him, and with a respectful 
salutation, jlrisl^ted a kttd: nirhieh he took out 
uf his bbsbion; 

Spiridlon, With a tremblng hand, broke the seid 
and read: then paused, ruminated, ahd read dl 
over again. At l^t, trpng to speak with mi>r6 
toihposure than he feh ; ^* your instruetidns. Mar* 
CO,'' iMd ^ << w^ ifo traie^ in^, lb foUowme, and 
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to hand me this letter. Your commisnon is per- 
fiMined. I have in great measure answered my 
father by anticipatioti from Rodosto: what re- 
mains, I shall go and complete. I now am able to 
convey the welcome information that the adopted 
brother whom he committed to my care, is become 
wotthy of his kindness, and, like me, only wants Im 
prayers and his blessings/' 

*^ Shr,^' answered Marco, in a firm but respectful 
tone : ^^ My instucdons went further than you state. 
I am bearer of letters to the despots^, and the pro- 
^tis of our different islands. They import that 
I am to see you safe home. But even had I not 
received express orders to that purpose, could I 
find the courage to reappear before your worthy 
parent, unaccompanied by the son he grieves for ^ 
Ah, sir, were you to see him ! — already his life hangs 
upcrn a thread. Seeing me return alone would co*- 
tainly break his heart !*' 

<< Hark ye, Marco,'^ replied Spiridion, pacing 
backward and forward in an agitation which almost 
bordered upon phrenzy : ^^ My father gave me a 
charge which he cannot at will recall. It was witnes- 
sed by heaven, and was recorded by angels ! In ocm- 
fermity with hia sdiemn commands, and in compli- 
plianoe \\ ith my sacred promise, I have toiled at my 
task. God knows I have not spared myself. But 
aa the eve of oompietion^ X cannot^ must not^ give 
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up my work unfinished. On my head would lie, to 
the end of time, the sins of a brother unreclaimed. 
If therefore you urge me no further, but quietly re- 
turn to Eandilly, I pledge my honor, nay, if you 
wish it, I take a solemn oath, that all on my part 
shall end to my father'^s satisfaction. If you refulse 
me, the soul I stand pledged for shall not be lost 
alone ; two shall plunge together into ruin everlast- 
ing. I run to the first mosque, and, whatever be the 
consequence — may it fall upon your head !*' ^ . 

" Sir," replied Marco, *^ I grieve at this issue of 
my commission ; but the will of God be done ! 
Many years have I lived under your kind roof, many 
an hour have I had you in my arms, as an infant, as 
a child, as a boy. From the day on which you first 
lisped the feelings of your afiectionate heart, to that 
on which you left your home, never have I known your 
promise fail. The word of Spiridion always was that 
of truth ! I therefore submits I return alone : yet 
may I hope you will deign to let me carry to your 
father a few lines of comfort from your own beloved 
hands." 

Spiridion, in running home to comply with the re* 
quest, only performed what he already had promi- 
sed. I, meanwhile, remained alone with Marco, and 
availed myself of the opportunity to question him 
respecting the reports of Kandilly. They were more' 
satisfactory than I could hate hoped. 
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When, on the morning after my departure, the 
son of the Capidgee was found, already taking his 
last sleep in the proper place, the public cemetery^ 
no one suspected me of being the public benefactor 
who had introduced him to the silent, sedate 
sort of company, in which he for the first time 
spent the night, inasmuch as he was notorious for his 
outrageous conduct, and, at the time I met him, 
had several other quarrels on his hands, much more 
public than the one for which he suffered : 
but every bodj^ agreed that whoever had taken the 
trouble of ridding the neighbourhood of the 
nuisance, rather deserved thanks than blame. As 
to my disappearance, a sufficient cause for it was 
charitably found in the very ilatural wish of a needy 
adventurer to fleece a wealthy heir. 

These particulars left me an opening to return 
to Constantinople, whenever I liked. I ran to 
relate them to Spiridion, ere he concluded his 
letter; and they relieved his mind completely. 
He pledged' himself soon to bring back to his 
father two sons instead of one ; and on this assur- 
ance old Marco took his leave. I proceeded to 
settle with my brothers respecting the succession. 

Had I quietly stepped into an undisputed pro^ 
perty,- and found nothing to do but to mourn to nty 
hearths content for the loss of a parent, I would 
have fulfilled with the utmost punctuality all tli^ 
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observances of grief. Sadness really possessed my 
soul, and I had constantly before my eyes my poor 
father, in his illness wishing to see his Anastasius, 
to for^ve him, and to die in his arms; and per- 
haps in his last moments, and when I would have 
gone to the world^s end for his blessing, pierced to 
the heart by exaggerated accounts of my unfeeling 
and incorrigible profligacy. But if mere business 
accords but ill with sorrow, nothing is so sure to 
drive melancholy away altogether as strife and 
bickerings ; and my brothers were much too con- 
aderate not to afford me every distraction of this 
sort which they could think of. Theirs was a 
malice which no kindness of mine could assuage ; 
and the moment my formal renunciation of their 
portions made them conceive all cause either for 
hope or fear on my score at an end, their ill-oon- 
cealed hatred again broke out in all its prisliiie 
virulence. They not only cavilled about every 
most trifling article of the property, they even 
attempted to deprive my conduct of all its little 
merit, by roundly asserting that I had only apted 
from pusillanimity, and sacrificed a part to make 
sure of the remainder. Constantine was the leader 
in every altercation. Eustathius, more indolent, 
contented himself with ^ving his imlimited a|q3io<- 
badon to whatever his brother (and Aat meant 
Constantine alone) diought propo* to do. 
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Thus were all the ancient wounds afresh ton^ 
open and made to fester. Spiridion tried in vain 
to interpose. He only got for his trouble taunts 
from his antagonists, and reproaches from me. 
" Why had he meddled at all ? Why had he made 
it a point with me to behave kindly to unnatural 
brothers, whose injustice, but for his interference, 
would have met with its deserts.^ 

And yet, notwithstanding my murmurings, did I 
to a certain degree restrain myself; not from any 
real moderation^ but from the wish that my assum- 
ed forbearance might encourage my adversaries to 
so extreme a pitch of ill conduct, as to render thar 
provocations evident to all the world, and to 
justify any step prompted by my legitimate resent- 
ment. Nor did thb period seem far distant 
Whether from an idea that they had daunted me 
by th^ haughty tone, or from an absolute intoxi- 
cation of brutahty, they by degrees cast away all 
pretensions to decency. The more I forced myself 
to appear calm and composed, the more they en- 
ereased in the grossness of their insults. 

All wondered at my patience; all beheld me 
with admiration. When my brothers allowed them- 
selves every license of language — almost every 
latitude of gesture — ^all stared to see me content 
myself with turning up my eyes' to heaven like a 
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saint cast among savages. Even those least ac-' 
quainted with the irascible temper I had to restraii), 
cited me on this occasion as a perfect model of meek- 
ness and forbearance. He only who with unwearied 
vigilance watched each change of my countenance, 
and could penetrate each emotion of my heart, wds 
not to be deceived. One day, when Constantine even 
exceeded bis usual insolence, and I, my customaiy 
forbearance, I caught him expressing by an almost 
imperceptible sh&ke of the head, his distrust of my 
tranquillity. His suspicions were spoken too in- 
telligibly for me to pass over. " What do you 
fear," cried I, as soon as my brothers were out of 
hearing ? ** Do you not see me laugh at their 
meanness ?'' " Ah !**' replied Spiridion, fetching 
a deep sigh : " you may laugh with your lips ; 
but laughter reaches not your eyes, and feU re- 
sentment rankles in your heart.*^ 

My firiend was right. Suppressed anger had alrea- 
dy curdled my blood, and clogged the whole circu- 
lation of my humours. Ere yet he had doiie speak- 
ing a sudden shivering rushed through my frame, 
my teeth began to chatter, and my limbs to skake. 
In an instant all my strength seemed to forsake me. 

Since my sojourn at Chio, I had resumed my old 
travelling custom of carrying my pistols duly load- 
ed in my belt. Many in Turkfey always wear 
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them thus wh^n out of the capital. As they now 
impeded my breathing, I took them out, and laid 
them on the sofa. Scarce was I disencumbered of 
my weapons when my knees began to tremble ; a 
dark curtain seemed to drop over my eyes, — and 
I fell senseless on the couch. 

I continued some time bereft of all perception. 
On its return I found myself stretched but at full 
length where I had fallen, with all the accompani- 
ments of one duly convicted of a decided and last- 
ing illness. A regular physidai) of the place was 
fedibg my pulse, and going to pronounce on my 
case; and as my first return to my senses was 
marked by a fierce struggle with my Esculapius, 
I was at once judged to be in a violent delirium, 
and in imminent danger. Sentence was pronounced 
accordingly^ and every internal medicine, and every 
external application prescribed, which could torture 
the human body and stomach. All the bystanders 
conceived me in the agonies of death, and civilly 
expressed their regret, at the short stay I made 
among them. 

To myself these politenesses seemed premature. 
The sudden transitions from heat to cold, the 
suppressed perspiration, the fatigue of body and 
the anxiety of mind during the journey, were quite 
suJflScient in my own o^nnion, to bring on a strong 
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paroxysm of fever, without death being the seees- 
saiy consequence. I however deemed it expedient 
to assent to all the doctor scdd, in order that he 
might say no more. It afforded Spiridion an ex- 
cuse for turning out the company, and procunng 
me a little quiet. He alone stayed to nurse me. 

** What a pity,'' muttered I to myself, when I 
thought no one heard me, *^ that that last dose of 
the English powders of mine, should have been 
wasted in Egypt on that traitor my father-in-law V* 
Spiridion lost not a syllable of the soliloquy, '^ There 
are foreign vessels in the harbour," he cried. 
*^ Possibly they may have sbpie ;** and be immedi- 
ately ran out to enquire. 

Meanwhile my brother^ had rec^ved frcon the 
departed visitors the $jg;reeable intelli^nce of my 
being at the last gasp. They hastened up to me 
eager with curiosity and hope ; and finding my 
door ajar and unguarded, slipped in with the least 
possible noise. I however had discerned their steps 
.on the stairs, and immediately — ^before they entered 
the room — assumed the appearance of one in the 
;ict of resigning his last breath. Constandne was 
the first to -approach. On tip toe he caxfxe to my 
bedside in order to ascertain whether his joy was 
found^, ere he gave it full scope. With that 
laudable view he examined me most minutely' from 
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head to foot, raised and let fall my arms and legs, 
moved his hand before my eyes^ put his ear to my 
mouth, first addressed me in a low whisper, then 
audibly, then shouting with all his might, as if he 
suspected I might be playing him a trick. 

Most manfully did I stand the whole ordeal. 
Nothing could make me wince or move a muscle ; 
and my affectionate brother at last acquired the 
grateful con^ction, tliatif not quite dead yet, I 
had at least already lost all perception, and could 
not fail soon to depart for ever. He no long^ 
delayed conveyii^g the agreeable intelligence to the 
Ascreet Eustathius, who, the hindmost on aU other 
occasions, on this also had not ventured beyond 
the door, and there stood, in breathless expectation, 
wuting the result of the scrutiny; and perhaps 
also watching the condition of the outposts. 

^^ StatM ;^^ said Constantine, with a sort of sub- 
dued exultation ; ^^ there is some warmth still about 
him, — ^but depend upon it he cannot last !^ 

<^ Ah !^ exclaimed the wary Stathi, shaking his 
head, '^ worse than h^, I fear, have recovered!^ and 
he fetdied a deep sigh at the thought ! 

" True,'' answered Constantine ; " and as we are 
akme, and have every presumption in our favor, 
why not make sure work, and crush llie «natce at 
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once !** And so saying, he laid hi& hands on my 
throat, and attempted to strangle me. 

This was doing thmgs in a grand style! Not 
stopping at half measures. I conceived for my 
brother a veneration, unfelt before, almost thought 
it a pity to interrupt him in his spirited proceeding, 
and would have let the farce go on, could I, at its 
conclusion, have revived at my own pleasure. T^hat 
not being the case, I was reluctantly forced to notice 
the intended favor, and weak as I felt, to defend my- 
self as well as I could, against my two stout assail- 
ants ; for Stathi too had now advanced to lend a 
hand ; and it was evident that having once begun, 
they would not, if they any way could help it, leave 
their work unfinished. 

My fire arms la)^ concealed, but within reach. With 
one hand I seized Constantine's wrist, and with the 
other a pistol : ^^Ah brother! ah fiend !^' I cried, 
— and fired. 

Never yet had I missed my aim, even when I 
held not my prey in my grasp. But at my first 
sign of life Constantine had smarted, and, content to 
leave his jubbee in my possession, had disengaged 
his person. My hand, besides, trembled with the 
effects of the fever,— perhaps even with some in- 
stinctive sense of the dire office it was performing, 
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and — ^the miscreant only received the ball in his 
shoulder. 

Uttering a dreadful yell, he made a spring at. the 
door, and darted out. Ere I could find my other 
pistol, Eustathius too had made good his retreat. 
Both were out of sight in an instant, but not out of 
hearing. My ears bore witness to Stathi's tum- 
bling down stairs, with such violence and outcry, as 
to make me entertain hopes, that neither of them had 
entirely escaped the merited retribution. 

As soon as, after a few dying murmurs, all was 
again hushed in silence, — " now," thought I, " for 
the tete-^tete with Spiridion ! According to custom, 
he will lay^the whole blame on me. He will deem my 
good brothers intentions all very wise and proper ; 
will see much sound reason in them, and will not be 
content, I suppose, until I go to them with a halter 
round my neck, beg pardon for my impatience in 
stopping their proceedings, and humbly supplicate 
them to put their design into execution !'*' 

Meanwhile, the report of the pistols had a second 
time collected the whole neighbourhood round my 
door. But, if pronounced delirious before, I now 
was supposed to be under the influence of a phrenzy 
so outrageous, that no one durst tfep across my 
threshold. The curious contented themselves with 
forming a blockade outside the room, each holding 
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himself in readiness to fall back, and to shove his 
neighbour in his place, should I make an unex- 
pected sally. 

This state of things continued until Spiridicm^s 
return. His expedition had been unsuccessfuL 
When he appeared, so many officious friends sprung 
forward to tell him what had happened in his absence, 
that it would havte been utterly impossible for him to 
understand a single word of the matter, supponng 
even that the relaters themselves had known the truth. 
But my brothers, to whom they were indebted for 
all their information, had, in their hurry, dropped 
the trifling circumstance of their attempt upon my 
life, in which the affair began. Despainng, therefcve, 
to make any thing of the confused and contradictory 
accounts mth which he was stimned, Spiridion at 
last pushed aside the crowd, and, to the utter 
astonishment of all,— entered my room undaunted 
and alone ! 

He found me seated on the sofa, with my face in 
my hands, and my elbows on my knees, over- 
whelmed more with disappointment than with shame, 
BXkd incapable either of raising my eyes or of 
unclosing my lips. Thus I remained, wholly un- 
mindftil of his entrance, until, after some time con- 
templating me in fflilent earnestness, he at last to6k a 
seat beside me, and spoke. 
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^' Sdim,^ saidhe, *^ am I to believe tbeie people ? 
are you reallv out of your mind; orrather, as I 
apprehcBid^ perfectly in your senses ?" 

" In my perfect senses," answered I, " with all 
the composure of which I was master. My hand 
was raised to punish demons. This time they have 
escaped ! — But what is not yet, may be !" 

" Never, never,'' cried he, " while I have life,— 
Rather than that you should hurt your brothers, my 
breast shall interpose.*' 

" Then through your breast," I exclaimed, 
" must I strike them." 

Spiridion here rose. ^^ Anastasius," said he, 
cahnly , '^ I feel but httle wish to live : not how- 
ever at thy hands must I receive my death blow ! 
My bosom may be pierced by thy speech, but let it 
remain sacred from thy sword. The world must 
Dot have it to say that thou couldest plunge thy dag- 
ger into the heart of thy friend. The crime would be 
as idle as it would appear heinous. If my presence 
be a burthen to thee, say but the word, and I go.** 

" I never desired you to stay," cried I in a sullen 
tone. 

" Very well," rgoined Spiridion. " You speak 
plain. Yet, ere I act accordingly, once more, and 
for the last time, I appeal from Anastasius blinded 
by passion to Anastasius restored to reason. In an 
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hour hence I return and repeat the same question. 
If the answer be the same, — then farewell, and for 
everP 

At these words Spiridion went out, and tranquil- 
lized the gentlemen drawn up in the. passage with 
respect to my situation^ On my! friend's assurances 
they all rushed in, and teased me with so many 
questions, and with so much advice, that they almost 
made me lose the little wits I had left. Their an- 
noyance still lasted, when, at the expiration of the 
hour, Spiridion returned. Without seeking it, he 
had gained so universal a sway by his dignified de- 
meanour, that at his desire all retired. The room 
being cleared of strangers, he took me by the hand, 
and finding that the symptoms of bodily disorder 
had subsided, he looked sternly in my face, and 
spoke thus. 

" This, Anastasius, is at last the moment which 
must decide my resolution. The solemn vow is irre- 
vocably spoken ; and according to what you now 
answer, I may stay, or I must leave you for ever. 
Do you swear by all that is holy to renounce your 
inr^ious revenge, or do you prefer to be released 
from my society ? — If the last, utter not, I beseech 
you, the ungracious word. Only withdraw your 
band;' 

Undou|;)tedly this would have been the moment 
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for thoroughly explaining the busdness with my 
brothers, of which my friend knew.but half, and of 
which that half more than doubled my guilt. Not 
aware that my own Ufe had been attempted first, 
and ignorant that I acted in my own defence, Spi- 
ridion considered my illness as a pretence, or, at any 
rate, my firing as a premeditated scheme. It would 
have been easy to remove his eiTor : — had not my bare 
word sufficed, Constantine^s torn garmentwould have 
bom witness to the struggle. But after my solemn pro- 
mise at Mitylene, I considered the bare suspicion as so 
injurious to my honor, that my offended pride for- 
bade my undeceiving my friend or clearing my cha- 
racter. I pulled away my hand, and Spiridion walked 
out. — ^Yet God knows I did not wish to lose him ! 

As soon as he had left me, I paced up and down 
the room with a hurried step. After a few turns 
I went out to fetch breath on the quay. An hour's 
air and exercise changed the current of my ideas. 
I felt regret for my obstinacy, and fear of its conse- 
quences. With the utmost speed I ran home, and 
up to Spiridion's chamber. 

He was closing his portmanteau. The things 
about the floor had disappeared. All looked empty 
orderly, and desolate. 

^^ What means this,'' cried I, affecting more sur- 
prise than I felt. 
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" Only,'' replied Sjrirdioii, << that what I said, 
Ida*' 

^^ Ah my fneaA, my real brother/' exdaimed I, 
*^ do you then, in sad earnest, purpose to leave me ? 
Carsed be my tongue, whidi uttered what my heart 
had no share in ; and cursed be my hand, which 
confirmed the untruths of my tongue !"' 

** Anastasius,"now said Spiridion, seating himself 
upon his little bundle, " fancy not your last words 
and actions to have been the sole and primary cause 
of a long formed and long resisted resolution. Its 
<Migin dates far higher. The unkind speeches and 
gestures of this day only gave the 6nal impulse ! 

** From children we were brothers in love. When 
you rescued me from death, the day that all our 
companions stood palsied by fear, gratitude only 
rivetted affection s prior Unks ; and duty, I hoped, 
had rendered them indissoluble, when my father 
himself named you his second son !^' ^^ Many 
years his commands of fraternal kindness to his 
Sipiridion's preserver remained without fruit You 
yourself best know how. Yet was the deep-rooted 
attachment of childhood never replaced by more 
recent friendships ; and when I again beheld you 
at Constantinople, my feelings for my Anasta- 
sius still preserved all their freshness unfaded. 
Evil inclinations of no ordinary magnitude^ indeed. 
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I SAW mix^ with your better qualities; but I 
thought that^ if freed from tiieir alloy, your virtue 
too would eclipse ordinary virtue ; and I imaged 
an unbounded devotion might enable me to become 
tjie instrument of so noble a reformation. I under* 
took the task. I resolved to save from perdition 
your soul, as you had saved my body ; and I pray- 
ed the Almighty to bless the undertaking. Some 
return on myself also, some selfish feelings perhapn 
were mixed with my wishes for your welfare. I 
could not help fancying that, regenerated thfough 
me, you would become my support and my conso- 
lation in the irksome race I am destined to run ; 
that in your turn, you might assist me in the 
struggles and dangers that strew the rugged path, 
through which I am destined to journey. In short, 
I hoped that, each blessed in the other, we should 
toil through life together, and that when shone 
forth our last day, which ever was. summoned first 
should only die in the other's loved arms. Great 
as were the paiiis you took to expose my presump- 
tion and to dispel my foolish dream, long did 
my soul firmly cling to its fond chimera; long 
did my heart hug it as a thing too precious to part 
with r 

*^ But there are lights that even strike the blind. 
Reluctahdy though irresistibly I have at last been 
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forced to see that no arguments^ no persuasion, no 
labour of mine have power to control the passions 
which enslave you ; and that however I mi^ strive, 
I still must leave you ungovernable, and you still 
must leave me wretched as before. Much as I 
tried to avert my eyes from the fatal truth, I have 
at last yielded to the painful conviction that, sooner 
or later, we still must end in separating for ever ; 
and that, by trying to put off the evil day by 
struggling for a short and transient respite, I can 
only at last drink the cup with greater bitterness. 
I therefore submit to the decrees of Heaven : I 
bow to the will of Providence in flying from thee, 
as I erst hoped to fulfil it by following thy foot- 
steps. In sadness I go ; but I go, and for ever ! 
Far from thee I henceforth shall live; and far 
from thee it will be my fate to die ! Yet, Selim, 
thou art young still. What the anxious warnings 
of friendship could not perform, the leaden hand 
of time may achieve. It may allay the ferment of 
thy passions, clear away the impurities of thy 
heart, and,— though I shall not witness the blissful 
change, — still make thee great and virtuous. This 
happy consummation God in his goodness grant !** 
" Ah, Spiridion," cried I, clasping my friend in 
my arms : " You cannot, you shall not leave me 
thust" But he, fearing his own weakness, in 
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order to render a relapse impossible: ^*Onmj 
head be Gkxl's eternal curse, l)e that of my aged 
father !** he exclaimed, ^^ if I do not immediately 
return to my paternal roof f 

I now felt all remonstrance to be fruitless. " You 
are right,^ replied I. *• The game could not go on 
between us. The stakes were not even. Loaded with 
the gifts of Providence, and accountable to your fellow 
creatures for their use, you may not squander your 
ample means on a barren soil, nor seek ruin with a re- 
probate whom you cannot save. Yet, if once Anasta- 
sius did possess your love, and srtill returns all your 
affection; if that wretch, that reprobate, in the midst 
of all his errors, never ceased to reverence your 
virtues; if his spirit, undaunted by all else, stooped 
to you, and worshipped you alone, — Oh Spiridion, 
listen ! At present that, bereft of all hope, indee^l 
weaned of all wish to hear a sentence repealed on 
which depends your peace, he fot ever renounces 
the happiness of your society, nay, urges you him- 
self to fly his baneful presence, at least grant this 
only last request; grant 'what he, who never yet 
humbled himself before mortal man, implores of 
you on his bended knee : tell him— lay this unction 
to his sickening soul to know — that you do not 
hold him in utter detestation ! that on leaving him 
to return no more, you at least feel a pang ; and 
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irheii) — all earthly things gone bj like unsubstan- 
tial shadows — comes the day of your reward in 
heaven for the good deeds done on this earth; 
when,' before the throne of Mercy, arrayed in all 
your wordi, you receive your well-earned meed of 
ineffable joy, cast back one look of pity on the 
wretch who, overwhelmed by the weight of his 
guilt, sinks while you rise to glory. Speak for him 
to your Maker one poor word of intercession : and 
beg he may not fall so low in die abyss of wretch- 
edness, but that from an immeasurable distance he 
still may behold, and be consoled by your bliss !** 

** If at any time, here or hereafter," cried Spiri- 
dion, " I forget you, may heaven forsake me r 
— and bending down his head, he wept aloud. 

After some time he rose up, and wiping away 
his tears : *^ I have made you," said he, ** a pro- 
mise to hold good for eternity ; now- make one in 
your turn to last only a short space of time/' 
• ** Any you please," I answered. 
** What a temptation that !" rejoined my friend. 
— " But I shall not abuse your confidence. I shall 
not ask what you cannot perform. It was only a 
trifling favor I wanted for mutual mitigation of 
pain. Take this watch,"*' he added, giving me the 
one he wore ; ^^ and count just twenty minutes ere 
you stir from this spot.'' — Saying whiph, he took 
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up his parcel, and walked to the door. I tried to 
remonstrate and to stop him I but gently pushing 
me aside : " you have promised,^ he cried, and 
instantly disappeared. 

I ran after my friend as far as my pledged 
honor would permit, — ^to the threshold of my room, 
and there called him back with loud and repeated 
cries : but in vain ! Spell- bound by my promise, I 
stood motionless on the utmost verge of my apart- 
ment, with ears stretched out to catch each fleeting 
sound, and eyes rivetted on the hands of my watch. 
At first I perceived some commotion, some distant 
bustle in the house, soine running backward and 
forward ; but very soon all these noises sunk away 
in a dreary and lasting silence. Yet were there 
several long minutes wanting of the point marked on 
the inexorable dial for my release. Each of these 
appeared an entire age, composed of many lesser 
periods of endless duration ; and all the time I 
kept my eyes straining on the figures, as if my 
bare look oould quicken by its motion the impulse 
of the hands. At' last they approached the goal, 
glided over the last second, and attained the long 
wished-for tcrni ! — I now dart forward like an arrow : 
I run, I leap, I fly ; first, through the house, from 
room to room ; next, on finding all deserted within, 
out into the street, and lastly to the quay. 
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There I perceive nothing but an indifferent axA 
gaping crowd, wluch my eyes in vain interrogate, 
and which gives me no satisfactory answer. Where-^ 
ever I look, no Spiridion appears ! "7 ' • 

Fearfully I at last cast my eye on the wave ; and 
after an anxious search among the shipping in the 
road, spy, already far away, a small caick, which, 
with stress of sails and oai's, seems steering towards 
Tchesme. A young man, I was told, for whom the 
caick lay waiting, had been seen to step in, with 
his face wrapped in his shawl ; and immediately the 
boat was pushed off, and cleft the billows with such 
speed, as already to appear little more than a mere 
specK* 

The young man was Spiridion, — and my first 
impulse, to go after him. I called for another 
barge ; but while it was preparing, soberer thoughts 
drove away my first design. 

Why in fact follow a friend determined to fly 
from me! — Was not his purpose irrevocably fixed? 
Went he not back to his father and his home ? Was 
he not right in doing so ? Did not the happiness of 
his life depend upon this measure ; was I to impede 
his progress, or to increase his parting pangs, and 
that from a mere selfish feeling ? For what now 
could he gain, by aught that I could say or do.^ 

Immediately I gave up the short-lived project. 
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and hairing paid for the trouble I occasioned, walk- 
ed away, and sought on the beach a more retired 
spot, in which to vent my sorrows. Distracted by 
so many opposite feelings 'that I scarce seemed to 
feel at all, I threw myself on the ground, and 
moistened with my tears the sand on which I lay. 
" All now," cried I, " to me is at an end ; my 
abode is become a desert, my life a scene of soli- 
tude, my very existlence a ^blot in the creation !" — 
and hereupon I struck my breast, until, exhausted 
by my grief, I grew somewhat more quiet, and . 
b^an my soilg of sorrow. 

In the midst of my melancholy ditty t remem- 
bered that, together with his watch, Spiridibn had 
slipped into my hands a pocket-book, which, not 
knowing what to do with, I had thrust into my 
bosom. I now puHtd out the toy. It might con- 
tain some farewell token; some last and sacred 
behest. 

A few words had indeed been written on one of 
the leaves, but had been rubbed out again. The 
only uncancelled manuscript I could find, and to 
which the case seemed intended as a vehicle, was a 
loose slip of paper, an order to the bearer — but to 
what amount I know not : for without looking at 
the figures, I tore the draft to pieces, and scattered 
the useless fragments in the wind. No sooner 
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however had I done bo, than I regretted my pre- 
cipitation. The sum was nothing ! I never meant 
to claim it ; but the last signature of my friend in 
my behalf,-— what to me could be equally precious ? 
As of many other things, however, I felt its value 
when too late! Already had the surf washed 
away the last remnant of the paper. 

I now pressed to my lips the empty book. 
"Last remembrance,^ exclaimed.!, "of a friend 
for ever lost, be thou my sole unceasing companion. 
Lie ever next my heart. Continue its SBgis against 
all evil passions. Preserve me henceforth, not from 
grief, but from sin !" . 

Tliis said, I started up, and left the lonely spot : 
-but as I returned among the bustUng throng, my sad- 
ness increased. Why did I any longer tarry in my 
native land? How could I face mycountrymen, aban- 
doned as I was by my friend? " Ah," cried I, " since 
I have him no more to guide and to support me, 
let me fly from Chio, as from the place of my 
shame. Let me seek refuge in Egypt, at Algiers, 
in France,— or wherever else men acquire fame by 
destroying each other ! There let me in the din of 
arms forget friendship's silenced voice ; there pass 
my days in strife, there conquer, or there die V* 

Conformably to this resolution I determined not 
to stay for the completion of the settlement with 
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Vrhicfa bad commenced my worst misfottune, bul 
left my full powers with a friend, or in other words. 
Isold my birth-right to a schemer, for an immefdiatc 
sum. The same act rid me of my troubles, and bo 
gan those of my brothers : a circumstance which the} 
probably only learnt after my departure, as, in con- 
sequence of their ilUfated attempt, both kept thdii 
beds ; — not entirely from choice, however, — Constan- 
tine having got a broken arm iii the conflict, and 
Eustathius a dislocated hip. These were the onl^ 
incidents which gave me any comfort* 

As for me, I took my passage to C3rprus, where 
I thought I might join the Turkish fleet in itc 
way to Egypt ; and in the act of embarking, called 
down upon my head the utmost wrath of heaven, iJ 
ever I set foot in my native land Again* 

Spiridion, by the way of Smjrma, speedily reached 
his home, and his father^s lon^ng arms. Whethei 
from fatigue or from mere disappointment, he fell 
into a state of langour, which long threatened i 
fatal termination. But time and corporeal debilit} 
at last blunted the sting of mental suffering. In- 
sen^bly health returned, and with health, a caln 
hilarity. The youth then resumed, never more ti 
abandon it, the steady regular mode of life whic) 
only for my sake had been interrupted. In gooc 
time he married a young lady of noble blood am 
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dbtinguished beauty, and became the happy father 
of a lovely family, 

Mavrocordato, as observed before, had destined 
liis son to run the perilous race of ambition ; and, 
had he never known the fear of losing that darling 
son, would with difficulty have been diverted frtoi 
his purpose. But while Spiridion^s fate hung sus- 
pended between life and death, lus father too 
strongly felt the blessing of bis existence, and the 
value of his happiness, any longer to stake them 
against perilous honors, difficult to attain^ and 
hollow when possessed. His desires became sober- 
ed, and his views less aspiring: he determined to 
prefer the certainty of his sons bliss, to the probable 
mis^y of his grandeur^ and vowed, so heaven but 
left him his child, never more to abuse a fiither's 
authority, by goading him on to dangerous distinc- 
tions. Thence, indeed, Mavrooordato obtained not, 
like the Giccas, the Callimackis and others, the 
advantage of boasting that their nearest of kin had 
been bowstringed on a throne ; but this misfortune 
he bore with becoming resignation. As to Spi- 
ridion, content to move in the sphere of a wealthy 
merchant, he employed hb daily growing riches 
in diffusing around him happiness and prospetity. 
His life resembled the course of a majestic stream, 
whose deep but tranquil waters, winding thek 
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ample way through fertile pl^iBS aod flowcary 
msadBy a$ they advance still neceive froip new x^s 
frei^ increase, while at each step also they b^ofr 
more profusely all the fruits of iadu$try, an^ $U tk^ 
bkssings of plenty. 

Fmr different was the simititude Ibortie by ^y 
roving life* Seeking n^y fortune in strife, not in 
harmony; making havock, not culture, the meiu^sr 
of my support ; and engaged^ not in th^ ste$4y 
pursuit of a regular profession, but in a wil4 wan** 
dering flight from one career to another; some» 
times prosperous, and oftener unfortunate; now 
in unavailing plenty, and now again in pinching 
want, I at best resembled the blustering mountain 
torrent, which, only acquiring might and 8ub-> 
stance during the war of the elements, as soon as 
they cease their strife, again subsides in a mean 
lill ; in times of serenity shews no trace of its 
existence, save in the havock of darker days 
brought to light; and so far from in its fulness di& 
fusing more benefits than in its penury^ only effects 
greater mischief as it receives ampler supplies* 
While still near its source in the upper regions 
of the globe, this illfavored offspring of the 
douds, hurried over fell and precipice, only offers 
a succession of fierce struggles, furious falls and 
impracticable shallows ; when further advanced in 
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ita impetuous career, and rushing with tremendous 
roar into the fertile plain below, it seems indeed de- 
termined to make itself amends for the restraint 
which it experienced ; — ^it disregards all rights, de- 
stroys all property, and levelling fence and boundary, 
annihilates crops, habitations and life : but through- 
out the whole of its wild uncertain progress, from 
where it first bubbles up near the sky, to where it 
finally plunges into the vast abyss of the deep, it 
equally remains a curse to the rej^ons it pervades ! 
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CHAPTER XL 

The paroxysm of fever which sdzed me at Chio, 
bad, in the hurry of the strange and rapidly suc- 
ceeding events which it gave rise to, been entirely for- 
gotten. I was therefore surprised when, on board 
the ship, I experienced a second attack more vio- 
lent than the first ; and was still more mortified 
when I found that, so far from being allowed to 
drop the acquaintance, I had thenceforth to con- 
ader the unwelcome intruder as my regular guest. 
His visits were repeated with most irksome punc- . 
tuality, every third day, during the whole of the 
passage ; and this passage seemed to have no end* 
Oh ! hofr long appeared those sleepless nights, 
in which I felt no change of motion in the ship, 
but what was caused by its rolling from sdde to 
»de, or {)itching from end to end ; in which every 
object suspended roimd my narrow birth — my 
clothes, my lamp, my person, and the very shadow 
they cast on the wainscot — never ceased rocking 
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from right to left, and from left to nght ; obeying 
an impulse as resistless as it was monotonous, and 
which found its' equally monotonous response in 
the periodical creaking of the hulk, straining of 
the mast, swaying of the yards, and flapping of the 
sails and tackle. How slow]y approached those 
mornings which were neither announced by the 
crowing of the cock, nor hailed by the twittering 
of the swallow, and whose dead and universal silence 
was only broken by our own harsh discord, added 
to that of the howling winds, and roaring waves ! 
How often I anxiously looked out at my narrow 
loop-hole, to see whether the stars had yet lost their 
trembling radiance, and whether the horizon yet 
reddened with the approaching dawn ! My mind 
suffered with my body ; and during those tedious 
hours, the depression of disease mademe survey with 
deep contrition the errors of days past, and form 
sincere resolution for my future life. They lasted 
with unremitting continuance — until health and 
strength returned. 

This happened at Cjrprus. That island which 
gives agues to so many, cured my tertian completely ; 
or perhaps transferred it to some other luckless 
wight, opportunely in the way to catch it as it left 
me. I was, however, only just convalescent, and ha4 
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scarce left mj bed, when^ from the heights aboye 
Lameca, Hassan^s armament was described five or 
fix leagues out at sea, in full sail for Egypt. That 
fleet, which I had so long expected, now cleft the 
ware almost under my eyes, without my being able to 
join it. 

Fortunately I had another string to my bow. — But 
ere I proceed to tell by which way I returned to the 
land of the MamlukeiS, I must premise a few words 
concerning what happened there after my departure* 

I have already mentioned, I think, that in Aly- 
Bey^s time, an alliance had been proposed between 
Petersburg and Cairo. This project tlie Autocra* 
trix of all the Russias failed not to resume as soon 
as she saw Ibrahim and Mourad in firm possession 
of the supreme authority. Her wish was to obtain 
from the Beys the port of Alexandria ; an object of 
the greatest importance to her future maritime opera- 
tions against the Tiurks. In retiun, she offered to 
afford these turbulent leaders every assistance in 
their design of shaking off the yoke of the Sultan ; 
and the Russian Consul-general at Alexandria, Tho- 
nus byname, was entrusted vfiih the negociation. He 
had the facility of corresponding with the rulers of 
Cairo through the medium of a Russian subject, 
become a renegade, a Mamluke, and a Bey, under 
the appellation of Ehassim : but he had in opposition 
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to him the Consuls of the other European powers in 
Egypt, who, whether friendly to the Porte or not, 
were all alike hostile to the plan of giving up to the 
Russians so important a harbour as Alexandria. 
Thqfnus undertook to defeat their opposition by the 
simple expedient of removing their persons. A 
petty quarrel had arisen between Mourad and the 
Consuls respecting some trifling repairs to the 
Latin hospice at Alexandria. This spark the crafty 
Livonian contrived to fan into so furious a blaze;, 
that the Consuls no longer thought themselves safe 
on land, and determined to take refuge at sea. 
Their intention was to embark in a body for Con- 
stantinople. Meantime Ibrahim, alarmed at the 
consequences of the dispute, sent them all express, 
to efface by his concessions the sins of his colleague; 
and already were the Consuls on board, and in the 
act of weighing anchor, when the exulting Thonus 
had the mortification to see them return on shore, 
and resume their situations, 

Ibrahim^s conciliatory measures, however, came 
too late to prevent the interference of the Porte. On 
the first blush of the business, the Consuls, appre- 
hensive of violence on the part of the Beys, had 
dispatched an express to lay their violation of the 
Imperial hatti-sherif before the Sultan; andAbd-ool* 
Hameed had determined to resent the insult offered 
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byth^ rulers of Egypt to the strangers under his spe- 
cial protection, in an exemplary manner. Had it suit- 
ed the oonvenience of the Porte to remain at peace 
with its vassals, the representatives of all the poten* 
tates of Europe, flogged round Mourad's hall, -would 
have obtained no other redress than an exhortation to 
mutual forgiveness of injuries; but the Divan wished 
to humble the rebellious Beys, and it would hear of 
no atonement on their part. Anxious as the Consuls 
again became, when rid of their personal apprehen- 
sions, to prevent a rupture most injurious to thdr in- 
terests, they wrote to assure the ministers that they 
had been in too great a hurry to take fright, that 
they had entirely forgiven every injury committed, 
and that they wished for notlung but the restoration 
of peace and harmony. — ^They wrote in vain ! Hassan 
Ca{ntan*>Pasha, who in his diversified expeditions 
had never yet had an opportunity of exploring the 
fertile plains of Egypt, expected them to afPord so 
plentiful a harvest, if not of laurels, at least of pias- 
tres, that he could not sufiPer the affidr to be patched 
up ; and under Abd-ool-Hameed, the wishes of this 
favourite were law. The Divan, in answer to the 
padbSc protestations of the Consuls, only observed 
that they were much too lenient, and must have sa- 
tisfaction in spite of themselves ; and tliereupon pro- 
claimed the Beys outlaws i and ordered an arma» 
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ment to be fitted out against them. A shew of ne- 
godation, however, was kept up, which had to a 
certain degree succeeded in lulling asleep the appre* 
hensions of the Mamlukes, when, on the sixth of 
July 17B6, the squadron which I had beheld with 
longing eyes from the coast of Cyprus, appeared 
before Alexandria. 

The keys of that port had been kept for Hassan 
by his Reala-Bey,' Hammamdgee-Ogloo, ^ho com- 
manded the Grand Signor's caravellas, stationed 
before Alexandria, Rosetta and Damiat, to collect 
the duties on the outgoing vessels. Hassan's force 
consisted of six ships of the line, four frigates, and 
8ome gun boats, and forty or fifty kirlan^tsches and 
other small craft, capable of going up the river to 
Cairo, commanded by a Turk of Stanchio, called 
Tchelebi-Zade. These vessels carried six hundred 
chosen Amaoots from the interior of Epirus, as 
brave as well afrmed, and about five thousand raw 
recruits, from every corner of the Archipelago, pos- 
sessed of neither arms, courage, nor discipline. To 
this small force the Grand-Admiral added at Alex«- 
andria about three thousand Maugarbees, or Barba- 
resques, very lightly equipped. Of cavah*y, the spe^ 
cies of troops most wanted against the Mamlukes, 
Hassan's armament was entirely destitute; but llie 
Asiatic Paahas of Oorfa, of Haleb, of Trabloos arid 



ANASTASiUS. i51 

othei^, had been ordered to bring with all expeditkm 
fix>m their respective goverments more horse than 
were wanted to Bjibeis, there to wait the Grand 
Admiral^s further orders. 

No sooner was Hassan Pasha disembarked in 
Egypt, than hastening by land to Rosetta, where his 
boats joined him, he sent orders to the Asiatics to 
Stance from Belbei's to the point of the Delta. 

This measure, however, experienced some difflcultyy 
in B$ much as the Pasha of Oorfa was not arrived yet 
at the place of rendezvous, and all the others had, 
immediately after Hassan'^s departure from Constan** 
ttnople,been countermanded entirely. The ministers 
were in daily expectation of a war in the North, and 
felt unwilling towaste all their resources in the South. 

Hassan, thus disappointed, resolved to compensate 
for want of numbers, by celerity of movements, and 
began to ascend the Nile on the last day of July. 
The land troops marched along the banks of the 
river, while the flotilla advanced abreast with their 
foremost ranks on the stream. 

When the intelligence of the Capitan-Pasha's 
operations reached Cairo, the greatest unanimity 
took place among the Beys as to their sense of dan- 
ger, but the greatest diversity of opinions as to the 
mode of repelling it. Ibrahim was for submission, 
Mourad for resistance ; and no mediiun being hit 
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upon between these two extremes, the fonner re« 
tired into the Said to avoid the imputation of rebel« 
lion, while the latter marched into Lower Egypt to 
oppose force by force. 

The fourth day of August witnessed the meeting 
of the two armies near Mentoobes. Mourad with 
his well>mounted Mamlukes, all mail without, and 
all ardour within, felt secure of an easy victory over 
the Grand- Admiral's ill equipped foot soldiers. He 
had neither taken into his account the artillery they 
were flanked by on the stream, nor the swamps 
through which he must inarch, to attack them on 
its banks. Received, on hb first onset, with a tre- 
mendous discharge of cannon firom the boats, his 
troops were immediately thrown into confurion. 
Even the safety of flight was denied them. Sink- 
ing with the weight of their accoutrements up to 
their horses bellies into the rice grounds that formed 
the fieM of battle, they became motionless, and were 
slaughtered at pleasure by Hassan^s naked infantry, 
which might have walked on the wind. The few 
Mamlukes that escaped, immediately fell back upon 
Curo ; but finding the gates of the citadel shut 
against them by the Sultan's Visier, they only 
traversed the dty, and joined Ibrahim in Upper 
Egypt. 

!(Iassan entered without further opposition the 
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defenceless capital, and received the homage of the 
country. He took up his abode in Ibrahim^s palace 
at Kasr-el-aini, and conferred on the long exiled 
Ismail, come from the Said to meet him, his long 
vacated office 'of Schmdi-el-belled. Djeddawee^s 
more dubious loyalty was less splendidly rewarded ; 
and Yeyen-Viaer, the obsequious tool of every 
party in power, was dismissed from his place : it 
was reserved for the Pasha of Oorfa, conductor of 
the Asiatic troops. 

This personage, Abdi by name, had been Pasha 
of Haleb. Turned out of that dty by its janis- 
saries, who relished not his body-guard of Koords 
and of Turkmen,^ he had just been consoled for 
bis loss by the government of Oorfa, when he re- 
ceived orders to march with all the force he could 
collect &omDiarbekeer to Egypt. As nothing had 
been said about provbions, he resolveU to trust for 
his supplies to the plunder of the districts through 
which he had to pass ; and as he only had to 
traverse S}rria from end to end, in its greatest 
length, he just contrived to. spend, for want of 
subsistence, the whole summer on his march. This 
afforded me at Cyprus the means of making up for 
the loss of my conveyance to Egypt on board the 
fleet on my right, by joining the army advancing 
on my left. A boat conveyed me from Lameca to 
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Trabloos ; and thence forward I found 1^ trAck 
of Abdi's troops too distinctly marked by th^ 
devastations to miss the way. 1 however could 
only overtake the Pasha near Nabloos in Palestine^ 
where I reached him in the best possible disposition 
for glory ; that is to say — Hot valuing life a straw- 
Had I been inclined to fastidiousness, I might have 
found some fault with the appearance of my com^ 
petitors for warlike &me. They pursued its careeif 
unincumbered by superfluities. The best equipped 
among the Pasha'^s troops were his own hody-> 
guard of Epordish horse, who, under the denomi- 
nation of Dellis,^ only exercised thdt old trade of 
banditti, and plundered every friend on their march 
to the enemy. To this body of about eight- 
hundred men, was added another of about six^hun- 
dred Spahees, in very indifiPerent condition. The 
infantry was composed of about five-hundred Mau** 
garbees, who looked as if they could be led to vic- 
tory by nothing but famine. In fact, this ravenous 
horde only resembled a swarm of locusts, w^ho 
suddenly appear in a region as if driven by an 
evil wind, fall on whatever spot o&rs the most 
abundant harvest, devour all its crops, and, when 
they find nothing further to consume, rise again^ 
only to lay waste the fields next in succession. As 
long as there remained in a place a single article to 
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take away or to devour, the Pasha thought not of 
sthrmg. The complete denudation of all around 
him, became the signal for departure: but the 
tents were again pitched in whatever nearest dis- 
trict admitted of the same proceeding. The march 
was lengthened only when such deserts intervened 
as offered neither provision nor plunder. Every 
where, before the approaching army, the inhabitants 
abandoned^ dieir villages, carrying with them all 
that was portable to the mountains ; so that every 
new regi.Qii we came to looked as if we had been 
there already, and left us no means of marking our 
route but by the destruction of the fixtures ; rand 
from the lengthly shape of Syria, and the direction 
of the march, no district escaped the devastating 
scourge. 

Be^des the general claim which my former rank 
in Egypt gave me to the attention of a commander 
in the pay of the Porte, I carried particular letters 
to Abdi from the governor of Lameca. Accords 
ingly, I was promised the reversion of whatever 
eligible ' appointment might become vacant, and 
meanwhile stepped into the place of a captain of 
Dellis, most fortunately killed the very m(»:ning of 
my arrival, by some peasants in ambush. 

On calling over the muster roll of my corps, I 
found not a single Bairak^ possessed of half ks 



256 ANASTASIUS. 

complement of men. Each was a grand skdetoa 
composed of lesser skeletons ; and never did troops^ 
at the opening of a campaign, more resemble 
soldiers returning from the wars. This remark 
howeVer I kept to myself. As a new corner^ I took 
it for granted that my predecessor knew what he 
was about (except indeed when he got killed) ; 
and resolved not to begin by breaking through 
established customs. I quietly pocketed the sur^ 
plus of the pay, and sold the supernumerary rations ; 
and found I was approved of and liked by all my 
fellow officers. We agreed that Hassan would not 
give us more fighting than was necessary ; and it 
would be wrong to tempt him to imprudences by too 
martial an appearance. The only thing I took care 
of was to be well mounted myself. But the horses 
and accoutrements which I purchased, having 
drained me of most of my remaining cash, I was 
obliged to draw for my other expences on the 
present holder of ihy Eiacheflik, — whoever that 
might be. 

At Gaza we made our scanty provisions for the 
great desert. Very ample ones were left in it for 
the vultures. ' Belbeis saw us arrive at last, not in . 
May indeed, but in September; and from that 
place of general rendezvous, where not a soul met 
us, we marched on to Cairo. 
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It Was here that an edifying scene of mutual 
astonishment took place, in Hassan at the smallness 
of our force, and in us, at the absolute nothingness 
of his. In fact, we had never had many more troops, 
while he had disbanded half the men he brought, to 
pocket their pay. 

Nothing could equal the change of scene which 
Cairo presented from what I had known it before. 
1 had left it a Mamlule city — I found it a Turkish 
caoip. Every object indicated a change of masters 
and of regulations. Turkish detachments patroled 
the streets, Turkish picquets occupied the places; 
and those porticoes of the Grandees' palaces which 
formerly witnessed the Mamlukes driving away 
with their naboods the famished Egyptians, now 
saw the Osmanlees treat the Mamlukes with scarce 
more respect. My friend Aly-Tchawoosh, whom 
I had the pleasure of finding with the Capitan- 
Pasha — but somewhat impaired in flesh, in spirits, 
and in brilliancy of appearance — took me to the 
house where I was billetted. ** What," said I, on 
seeing it ; ^' am I to lodge with my old acquaint- 
ance Sidi-Emin, who had such a praiseworthy 
horror of usury ? and when his friends wanted 
money, thought nothing of obli^ng them by buy- 
ing their old slippers at a hundred piastres in 
ready cash, so they only, in return, bought his 
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new ones at a thousand, payable in three months i 
— I shall be glad to shake hands with the worthy 
man/' " Ah !" cried Aly, " you will only shake 
hands with his ghost. But that you may make 
sure of. It stalks about all night as if it were 
mad.'^ 

And good reason it had for being disturbed. 
The reader may remember the dreadful famine 
which I left hanging over Egypt. Emin, . on this oc - 
casbn^ was one of the provident. During the years 
of plenty he had laid by for those of want But, 
lil^e the ant, he laboured for himself, and cared not 
to share his savings with the idle. Though his 
granaries groaned under their loads of corn, he 
saw unmoved the thousands of wretches who every 
day perished with hunger under their very walls. 
When the bodies of the sufferers choaked up the 
entrances of his store houses, he still refused to 
unbar their surly gates, until th6 com had reached 
the exorbitant price fixed by his avarice. This it 
at last attained ; — ^and now, exulting at the thoughts 
of the millions he should make in a few hours, 
Emin took his keys, and opened his vaults. But 
O horror, O dismay ! Instead of the mountains of 
golden wheat he had accumulated, he only beheld 
heaps of nauseous rottenness. An avenging worm 
had penetrated into the abodes fortified against 
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famished man ! A grub had fattened on the food 
withheld from the starving wretch ! While the cla- 
mour of despair resounded without, a loathsome 
insect had in silence achieved within the work of jus- 
tice. It had wrought Emin^s punishment* in dark- 
ness, while his crimes shone in the light of heaven ! 
The miser^s wealth was destroyed, the monster^s 
hopes were, all blasted ! At the dire spectacle he 
uttered not a word. He only a few minutes contem« 
plated the infected mass with the fixed eye of des^ 
pair; then fell, — fell flat on liis face upon the putrid 
heap. God had smitten him ! On raising his pro- 
strate body, hfe had fled. Like his com, his frame 
was become a mass of corruption ! 

Mavroyeni's former place of Drogueman of the 
fleet, I had the pleasure to And occupied by his ne- 
phew Stephan. This youth's character presented 
a singularity among Greeks in public situations, 
wondered at by all, and disapproved of by most,— 
that of being a perfectly honest man. fiis enemies 
rejoiced at it, though his friends still kept hoping 
that he was not too old to mend. Meanwhile the 
acquaintance, begun between us in the Morea, ri'- 
pened at Cairo into a real mutual regard. I say 
mutual — for though Stephan did not always think 
"yfeU of my conduct, he valued my sincerity. 



^60 ANASTASIUS. 

The strongest proof of attachment, however, which 
I received in Egjrpt, was from my quondam Mam- 
lukes, whom I had ceded to Ismail at Es-souan, and 
now found established with the reinstated Schaich-el- 
belled in the capital. At the time of my flight, they 
seemed perfecdy satisfied with the transfer ; and in- 
deed, had they now thought it incumbent upon them 
to leave the Sch£dch-el-belled, and to return to their 
old patron, they must have been great losers by the 
change. But so excessive became, on seeing me 
again, their generous wrath at thinking I had given 
up their services, that they could not even bear to 
remember that they once had belonged to me. 

As to the Capitan-Pasha himself, his memory 
was more retentive. He not only remembered hav- 
ing seen me in the Morea ; he even remembered 
the proposal he made me after the affair of Tripo- 
lezza. When again presented to him : " you would 
have acted more wisely,*' sidd he, ** to have embra- 
ced the true faith for the sake of a patron, than for 
the love of a mistress ; and perhaps you might have 
found the service of the Sultan more profitable than 
that of the Beys. You have lost much time and 
gained few friends. But you are young stiD, and 
what is more, you are brave: if you would not let 
me lay the foundation of your fortune, I still may 
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raise the fabric to a desirable beight.*^ And so say- 
ing, he recommended me to his Kehaya ; who grin- 
ned a ghastly smile, of obedience and of spite. 

The government of Egypt being completely orga^ 
nised by the installation of Abdi Pasha in the office 
of Visier, and all the forces having arrived that 
could be looked for, Hassan at last began to busy 
himself about the long talked of expedition to Upper 
Egypt, in pursuit of the rebels* Resolved not to stir 
himself from his commodious quarters in the capi- 
tal, he gave the supreme command to his Kehaya. 
The troops destined for the expedition were to ren- 
dez-vous at Atter-d-nebbi, a place on the Nile, a 
little above Cairo. As before, the land force was to 
follow the banks of the river, and to be supported 
by the flotilla. Tchelebee-Zad^ commanded the 
boats, while Hammamdgee-Ogloo had under his 
orders the marines. Hassan^s favor enabled me to 
exchange my ragged Koords for a fine body of Ar- 
naoots ; and in honor of my new soldiers I furbished 
up my old Epirote pedigree, and my presumptive 
descent from Achilles and from IsTccmder. The 
former indeed they knew little about, but the name 
of the latter all to a man remembered, and only 
maintained, in opposition to my doctrine, that he 
had fought the D<^ of Venice ; — which, in fact, 
he hadf . Induding the mihtaa of the country, sup- 



262 ANASTASIUS. 

plied bj the citadel of Cfdro, our force might amount 
to six thousand men ; and I could not help thinking 
Hassan rather over-rated our chance of success, when 
at parting he recommended to us in a flowery 
speech, to bring back the days when the Schaich- 
el-belled held the stirrup to the Aga of the Janissa- 
ries, and when the Pasha of the Porte hung up the 
Beys at pleasure, under the gate of the castle : — a 
wish at which Ismail, now sumamed Kbir, or the 
Great, Aly-Bey-Defterdar, Mohammed-Bey-Malv 
dool, Rodoan-Bey the bold, and several other Beys 
present, I thought, winced a little. 

As jisual, pur army depended for its subsistence 
on the plunder of the provinces through which we 
had to pass. This circumstance alone would have 
retarded our coming up with Mourad ; but what 
still more increased the difficulty of closing with this 
chief, was his own good management. He had pro- 
fited by his discomfiture in the Delta. Instead of 
advancing to give us battle, he, on the contrary, kept 
constantly retreating before us ; now and then just 
letting his rear appear in sight, to keep up the ar- 
dour of the pursuit. All at once we discovered his 
drift, when at Sioot we found the waters too low to 
permit the further progress of our flotilla, and thus 
were obUged to proceed onwards, deprived of the 
i^upport of our floating battery. With a diminished 
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strength, we only reached the rebels at Djirdg^, 

where they had all the advantage of the ground. 

Their position was admirable. Backed by the walls 

and garrison of the dty, they had in front a long 

declivity of hard even ground, where their excellent 

horses and impenetrable coats of mml were as much 

in their favor as they had been against them in 

the swamps of the Delta. They rushed upon us 

like a cataract, and it soon became evident on which 

^de the scale would turn. Our rout began among 

the Asiatics. The brave Amaoots alone kept awhile 

the victory in suspense. Still anxious for the credit 

of my former corps, I set some Epirotes at the heels 

of the Dellis, and kept them wedged in between 

two fires. This concern for other people's honor 

cost me dear. A pistol-shot struck my hip, which 

certainly came not from the enemy. It brought 

me not the less to the ground ; and I must have 

died from loss of blood, or have been trampled under 

foot, had not one of my trusty Albanians thought 

me dead already. He judged it a pity that my 

handsome armour should become the spoil of rebels, 

and approached to strip me ; when, to his great 

dismay, he found me still alive. For a second or 

two he seemed to consider whether he should not 

realize his surmise ; but my good stars prevailed. 

Shrugging up his shoulders, as if to say, it was 
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not his fault, he took me in his arms, earned me off 
the fields bound up my wounds, and left me in the 
care of two of his comrades, themselves disabled 
from continuing to support a more active part in the 
engagement. 

Meantime our commander, seeing the rout 
become general, sounded the retreat. Fortunately 
the enemy had determined only to act on the 
defensive, in order not to cut off aU opening to a 
reconciliation. Mourad, content with the advantage 
gained, abstained from pursuing us. Thanks to 
his moderation, we experienced in our flight no 
other molestation than that of the Arabs and 
fellahs, whdse crops we had destroyed in our pro- 
gress. At Sioot we rejoined our flotilla; and 
thence returned to Cairo in a plight, which even 
the Mamlukes rdnstated by Hassan could view 
without breaking their hearts. The assistance of a 
rival is seldom forgiven. 

After a certain period Mourad^s Arab allies, tired 
of the protracted war, -as usual withdrew from the 
contest ; and Mourad, deprived of half his strength, 
no longer appeared averse to a negotiation. Of 
this disposition Hassan availed himself to draw him 
down to Djizeh, when again he sent his Kehaya in 
pursuit of the Bey. Cured of my wound, I j<nned 
the expedition, and on the eighth of January, 17^7^ 
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we crossed the Nile. The flotilla on this occaaon 
i¥a3 out of the question ; the river being at its 
lowest, and the commander of the Caleondgees 
dismissed : for Hassan suffered not his officers to 
rob without his participation. 

At the news of oiu* approach, Mourad again fell 
back ; but we came up with him at Sioot, where he 
was forced to halt, to face about, and to receive us. 
His position was exactly the reverse of that at 
Djirdge. Instead of occupying the top of a long 
declivity, of which we filled the bottom, his army 
was drawn out at the bottom of an extended slope, 
of which we occupied the summit ; and instead of 
having immediately in his rear a high wall to cover 
his movements, he only had a deep ditch to cut off 
his retreat. The consequence was, that when we 
fell upon him as he had done before upon us, 
with all the impetus of a down hill charge, we 
almost immediately drove his troops backward into 
the fosse, where, tumbling head over heels in the 
mud, they left us no trouble but that of dispatching 
them at leisure. 

Of my old patron, who sided with the rebels, I 
hitherto have made no mention. The edge of the 
ravine, down whose slope the Mamlukes were 
rolling, gave me the first glimpse of his vener- 
able figure. He was curveting nud-way the long 
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declivity, surrounded by his retinue. The right 
roused all my dormant feelings of relationship, and 
others not less warm ; and I became most irrerisli- 
bly anxious to join my father-in-law, to embrace, 
nay, to keep him entirely with me ! Calling to my 
best men, I shewed them the Bey, and proposed a 
bold push for so valuable a prize. They fired at 
the thoughts, and off we set ! I was within ten 
yards of his person, and already in imagination 
hug^g him most tenderly, when some of his 
guards, perceiving our drift, gave the alarm. 
Immediately his whole house closed in upon him, 
and our purpose miscarried. I retired not, how- 
ever, empty handed. We had penetrated so far 
into the Mamluke knot, that I was enabled to seize 
by the arm and to carry off, what at the time was 
nearest Suleiman's heart, his Tootoondjee,^ This 
young fellow I consigned to some of my servants 
in the rear, and having seen him safe in their cus- 
tody, again returned to business. 

The chase of a yoimg Mamluke, whose shewy 
accoutrements caught my eye, had inadvertently 
drawn me out to some distance from my men, 
when another Mamluke of more advanced age and 
greater powers — ^till then concealed behind a small 
eminence — suddenly darted forward between us. 
The contest now lay with the new comer :-<*and his 
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agility already rendered the issue more doubtful. 
But when a third Mamluke of colossal size— a 
Eiachef of my ancient patron^s — found means by 
a dexterous circuit to join his comrade, my «itua- 
tioii seemed desperate. It was plain that a scheme 
had been concerted to entrap me ;— and unable sin. 
gle handed to contend with two such formidable 
antagonists, whom others still wereapproaching, I 
gave myself up for lost, and only resolved to sell 
my life as dear as posable. 

To my inexpressible surprise, just as I rushed 
forward, as I thought, to certain death, the new 
comer made signals for a truce, which his comrade 
immediately obeying, I did the same. I stopped 
short, still however remiuning on my guard, and 
watching every motion of my enemies, in order to 
make my escape should , an opportunity offer. 
The Kiachef pieroeived my apprehensions. ^^ Fear 
not,^ he cried : ^^ your life is indeed in our hands ; 
but we seek not your death ; we want your prisoner. 
Restore Suleiman^s Tootoondjee, and in return take 
this handjar studded with diamonds, this order on 
the Bey*s harem at Cairo for two thousand sequins, 
and this fflgnet of our patron^s to corroborate his 
draft.^. 

All this was vastly better than to be butchered : 
I accepted the offer. Some of my Arnaoots, who 
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had perceived my danger, were coming up, I cried 
to them, as soon as within hearing, to bring bade 
the prisoner. One went on the errand, and the 
others waited at my signal. The Tootoondjee was 
delivered over, and the ransom placed in my hands. 
With this rich spoil, the thing I feared most was to 
return to my own men. Fortunately, they were f uU- 
handed themselves, and I rejoined our troops safe 
and sound ; just in time to see the remnant of the 
enemy'^s force, which had escaped the ditch, in full 
flight towiu*ds the Said. 

Our troops were so exhausted, that we spent the 
night where we had won the day. The next morn- 
ing, ere we marched, I walked over the field of 
battle. Beholding on all sides sturdy limbs 
locked in death, wliich but the day before had 
turned my blows with all the energies of life, lips 
elosed in eternal lulence, which had stunned me with 
their clamour, and eye-balls fixed in sightless glare 
which, when met by mine, had sent forth flashes of 
lightning ;'— unable to avoid treading upon the 
mangled bodies of some who often had attempted to 
crush me with th^ very look, and now could not 
keep away the already busy vultures, I felt a 
strange delight ! I contemplated with a bitter satis- 
faction that unavoidable lot of all mankind, that 
doom of mortality which none can escape, that 
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precarioasness of life hanging aUke over king and 
over beggar, thanks to which, if I could not be sure 
of a single instant before me, no more was the proud- 
est of my antagonists certiun of not being the next 
moment a clod of clay, a mass of corruption, a feast 
for worms, a heap of dust; thanks to which, if any 
rival had over me a temporary advantage, it was, 
however great, a trifle, a nothing, in the contemplar- 
tion of the common fate awaiting all with equal 
certainty, and to all coming too soon; and thanks to 
which, finally, if I could not reach the very top of 
fortune's wheel, or for the present carry my head 
quite as high as some of my more successful oppo- 
nents, I knew that their'^s must ultimately lie as 
low as mine ! 

" Poor speechless unresisting object !" cried , I, 
lifting up by the ears one whose taunting language 
of the day before still rung gratingly in mine, 
^' thou art now not only below me, or the meanest 
of my slaves ; thou art worse than the live dog 
that licked thy hand, or the very worm that crawls 
to thy corpse as to his meal ; he harbours joy, thou 
feelest not even my abuse and my scorn !^ 

Though we did not absolutely stay in the agree- 
able spot which occasioned these reflections, we 
seemed loth for a time to move beyond its influence. 
Want of money to pay his troops prevented our 
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commander from proceeding in good earnest in pur-^ 
suit of the rebels, until the month of May. We 
then made a sudden move ; but as soon as we came 
in sight of Mourad's men, they crossed the river 
and retreated into Nubia:, Arrived at the Cataracts, 
heat, want and disease stopped our further progress^ 
We admired the falls, turned about, and marched 
back to Cairo. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

fir this time Hassan had^ through penalties, CQn*^ 
fiscadons and other such processes, reaped all the 
real fruits he expected from his expedition. He 
knew the utter impossibility of exterminating a set 
of men who always kept open a retreat where they 
were secure of not being pursued ; and he now made 
the approaching rupture between the Porte and 
Russia a pretence for conveying his armament back 
to Constantinople. On the twenty-fourth of July, 
1787> therefore, he ^gned a treaty with the rebel 
Beys^ by which he left them in full possession of 
the country from Barlneh, to the frontiers of Nubia. 
All below these limits was to be prohibited ground. 
For the observance of this treaty they consented 
to give as hostages four of their party ; my old friend 
Ayoob-Bey, Osman-Bey-Tamboordgi, and two other 
Beys of recent creation^ Abderahman and Hussein. 
They had leave, however^ to remidn at Cairo, under 
the eyes of the Visier. 
The quartetto soon arrived, and I failed not tx> 
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call upon Ayoob. He had strongly reprobated at the 
time Suleiman's conduct in giving me up, and assur^- 
ed me he wondered not to see a man of my mettle, 
after such treatment, return to Egypt in so different 
a character. I was glad in my turn to find an op« 
portunity of doing a chief, who formerly had distin- 
guished me in a most flattering manner, a very signal 
piece of service. Some expressions, dropped by the 
Capitan-Pai^a, had made me surmise that some foul 
play was intended to the hostage Beys* I need not 
say by what means I verified my suspicion; but I 
forthwith went and apprized Ayoob of his danger. 
His gratitude for this act led him to offer me a hand- 
some present, which I declined. 

Meanwhile Hassan had got every thing in readi- 
ness for his departure. He confirmed Abdi-Pasha 
in his place of Visier, and Ismail Bey in his rank 
as Schaich-el-belled. On his Kehaya, whose name 
likewise was Ismail,^ he conferred the situation of 
his wekil, or agent at Cmro. After these and other 
appointments, he assembled in the citadel a solemn 
Divan, gave, in a set speech, a pompous detail of 
the incalculable benefits he had bestowed on Egypt, 
and terminated the sitting by inviting the four hos- 
tage Beys, against the faith of treaties, to foUowhim 
to Constantinople. Osman, Abderahman, and Huf- 
sein, taken by surprise, were oUiged to accept his 
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proffered hospitality Ayoob, more on his guard^ 
had taken his precautions, and had given instruc- 
tions to his Mamlukes. The summons had scarce 
dropped from H[assan''s lips, ere he rushed out, 
and, assisted by his suite, sought refuge in Ibra- 
him's harem. Hassan durst not, in defiance of his 
own solemn promise, drag him from so respected a 
sanctuary. He was left at Cairo in possession of all 
his honors. 

Those which Hassan offered to my choice, were 
to remain in the citadel of Cairo, commander of the 
corps of Amaoots, or to go back to Constantinople, 
and obtain promotion in the expected war. Ad- 
miring neither the Visier, the Schaich-el-belled^ nor 
Ihe Wekil^ and wishing much to try Valachiaj and 
to rejoin Mayroyeni, I accepted the latter* The 
ransom of Suleiman'^s Tootoondjee duly paid on 
presenting his order, the well lined belt of a Mam- 
luke whom I had disrobed at Sioot, and the liqui-^ 
dation of certsun old claims at Cairo, which I 
employed those ready accountants my Arnaoots to 
settle, had gone a good way towards repairing my 
shattered finances. The last evening of my stay at 
Cairo added another figure to the balance of my 
capital. As I passed through a harrow lane, an 
ill-looking fellow suddenly stopped me,, and drew 
out a dagger. I started back ; but instead of th^ 
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point he tumed to me tbe hilt^ left the handjar in 
my hands, and disappeared. The weapon was 
covered with emeralds, and of considerable value. 
I had seen it before, on grand occasions, sparkle in 
Ayoob^s girdle. — I never displayed it in mine. 

Nothing remarkable occurred on the journey 
down the Nile. On the 2 1 st of October we wdghed 
anchor from Alexandria. Our voyage was pros- 
perous, our reception at Constantinople indifferent^ 
The mob of the capital, it seems, had promised 
itself the agreeable spectacle of the heads of the 
Egyptian Beys stuck on the batdementa of the 
Bab-Humayoom, and cared little to see us only 
bring back our own. To ourselves, however, thia 
waa a source of some satisfaction; and the more, as 
we brought, besides, wherewithal to fortify our 
minds against idle clamour. 

Even after Spiridion and I had parted for ever, 
my friend had not dismissed all solicitude in my 
behalf. Fearing lest the obscurity which hung 
over Achmet^s death might not always succeed in 
preventing its influence over my fate, should I re- 
turn to Stambool, he had, during my campaign in 
Egypt, negotiated with the family of the deceased 
a legal renunciation of its vindictive rights. At 
first indeed his proposal greatly shocked the mourn* 
ing parents. ^* What ! sell the life of a relation^ 
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of a son, for money ! — No, nerer ! Were the 
earth to swallow them up on the spot, they must, 
they would have l>lood for blood ! — ^At any rate, 
they could only compound, with the executioner^s 
axe on the cuIprit^s neck !" By degrees, however, 
they came round to more reasonable sentiments. 
The event was nearly forgotten, the loss small, the 
chance of discovering the offender still less, and the 
sum offered considerable. With many ifs and buts, 
they at last signed so formal an act of forgiveness, 
that I might, if I liked, have added to my other 
tides that of slayer of Kara Achmet. 

I needed not this new proof of kindness, to feel 
ill at ease until I had embraced my friend. Fear- 
ful however of taking him by surprise, perhaps at 
an unseasonable moment, I sent to enquire whether 
niy visit would be acceptable. I acted wisely. 
Just then was pending the negotiation with the 
lady, who soon after bestowed upon him her fair 
hand. Her parents only objected his former in- 
timacy with a notorious profligate and a renegado. 
Had I shewn myself at that juncture, and taken 
advantage of Spiridion's friendship to appear in 
bis company, the match would have been broken 
off. It was even requisite, I understood, for the 
advancement of the business, that the coolness 
arisen between us should be openly expressed. I 
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complained aloud and in bitter terms of Spiridion's 
leaving me at Chio ; but privatdy I sent him, as a 
token of friendship, a fine Arabian, accompanied 
by a few lines of affection and of thanks, Un- 
avowed proceedings always turn out iQ, however 
wdl meant! whether the messenger thought the 
horse would betray the ^ver, or whether the horse 
ran away with the messenger, neither they nor the 
letter reached their destination; and long after, I 
heard that Spiridion had felt hurt at my seeming 
neglect. 

Returning one day from witnessing with infinite 
satisfaction to what degree the Franks, who accuse 
the Greeks of meaqness, can humble themselves 
even in the persons of the representatives of their 
sovereigns, before the paltriest of the Sultanas 
officers ; and how at their public audiences these 
pliant envoys of European powers will put up with 
any indignity from the lowest Turkish rabble, for 
th6 sake of maintaining a constant intercourse with 
a nation which returns their advances with con- 
tempt, I happened to meet a face no longer young 
which put me in mind of an old vow, not. the less 
sacred from the lowly station of its object. It was 
that made to the little grocer^s wife, who in the days 
of my first distress had come to my relief with con- 
serve of roses. In her own later career— poor soul 
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—bitters had succeeded sweets. The new French 
style of cookery, and the white sauces introduced 
with the revolutionary principles among the Greeks 
of fashion, had exploded the spice and comfits, 
staple ingredients of the darker complexioned dishes, 
the delight of their forefathers. The grocer con- 
sequently was become a bankrupt, had died of 
grief in the midst of his unsold dainties, and had 
left his consort to struggle with misfortunes, which 
required a species of consolation more solid and less 
sentimental than that which I once administered to 
a mourning widow in Egjrpt. I should not have 
mentioned the visit which I paid for this purpose, 
and the real pleasure I derived from the relief 
I was able to afford, but that my friends, justly 
solicitous about my unsullied famo, might remark 
that I had at an early period of my history recorded 
a solemn engagement, and no where had mentioned 
it!< fulfilment. 

Let us return to matters of more importance. 
Though from the first instant of his elevation, 
Toussoof-Visier had been preparing the rupture 
with Russia, the war broke out without any formal 
declaration. On the 18th of August, 1787^ the 
Russian Embassador found himself unexpectedly 
complimented with a lod^ng at the Sultanas ex- 
pense in the Seven-Towers,^ .and the Turkish 
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troops stationed at Ockzakow, made an attack upon 
the fortress of Einbum, when the garrison, thought 
itself in profound peace. The fullest success of these 
petty manoeuvres could not have made amends for 
the imputation of bad faith which they fixed upon 
the Turks; their failure only added disgrace to 
discomfiture. They gave the Emperor of Aus- 
tria a plausible excuse for joining the Russians, 
and for declaring war against the Porte, on the 9th 
February, 1788. This event seemed to mark Vala- 
chia for the seat of the ensuing campaign. It in- 
creased my wish to take a share in its hazards ; and 
I obtained from Hassan-Pasha letters both for Yous- 
soof and for Mavroyeni. Encamped at Daood-Pasha, 
the supreme Visier had already hoisted the sacred 
standard of the Prophet, and was collecting round 
it the grand army of the faithful, for the defence of 
the Empire at large. I intended to visit the Comman- 
der in chief on my way, but aware of my moderate 
dimen^ons, and expecting to make a greater figure 
on the smaller theatre of Valachia^ I purposed to 
tarry only with Mavroyeni. 

Neither personage, ho\^ever, was to be favoured 
with my company the very first instant on which that 
happiness could possibly befall them : such unneces- 
sary diligence would have bespoken too great anxiety 
in their behalf. With my letters in my pocket, I gave 
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three days more to the dissipation of the capital ; 
and satisfied with having, through dint of unexam- 
pled diligence, compassed as much pleasure as so 
short a period i^ould allow, proceeded without fur- 
ther delay on the less perilous road to open warfare 
and destruction. My equipage was light. It con- 
nsted of what my horse could carry in addition to 
my person ; for, unable to afford a long string of at- 
tendants, I thought my safety better ensured by a 
perfectly unobtrusive appearance, than by a small 
and insufficient retinue. 

Though I had seen camps before, that of the 
Visier-Azem, witti all its want of order, struck me 
as very magnificent. The central object, the tent of 
the commander, looked a most imposing mass : but 
its tenant disappointed me. I had formerly known. 
Youssoof as Hassan^s Kehaya. He was then quoted 
for the erect majesty of his mien, and for thejetty lus- 
tre of his ample beard. The personage to whom I was 
introduced at Daood-Pa8ha,on the contrary, had the 
grey hairs of age and the stoop of infirmity. ^' Hea- 
vens !^ thought I, ^^ can this be the same man whom 
I formerly admired ; can seven years so pull down 
the sturdiest human frame ? would they make of 
me so woeful a ruin ?^'— -And it was a relief to my 
mind when I heard that Youssco^ n order to en- 
crease the gravity of his appearance, used similar 
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arts for the purpose of looking old and infirm, to 
those which others employ for that of appearing 
young and active. 

With the other attributes of age, Youssoof seemed 
to have acquired its garrulity. I thought there ne- 
ver would have been an end to his enquiries after 
Hassan-Pasha. The Grand-Admiral's health, his 
looks, his spirits, were each separately made the 
theme of long and repeated expressions of solicitude : 
and at each favourable reply, Youssoof blessed Al- 
lah for the good news with such studied emphasis 
that I judged the Visier^s affection for his andent 
patron, and the Capitan-Pasha^s regard for his over- 
grown favourite, to have sunk nearly to the same 
temperature. Base coin is always shewy ! 

As soon as Youssoof had added his contribution to 
my letters for Mavroyeni, Iproceeded on my journey. 
The supreme Visier himself was soon to break up his 
first station, and to halt successively at divers other 
marked places, in order to give the ZaYms and Tima- 
riotes of all the different provinces of Roumili an 
opportunity of reinforcing his army : and I was un- 
willing, by unnecessary delay, to encounter on the 
road more than I could help of the small detach- 
ments of true believers, expected soon to obey from 
all quarters the invitation of M ohammed^s vicar,' 
to join his lieutenants forces. 
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From Daood-Pasha I met nothing in a questiona-< \ 
ble shape until I reached Erekli, where appearances 
became more terrific. On going out at the gate of 
that city after dusk, and turning the comer of the 
spacious burying-ground which extends close under 
its walls, my horse suddenly stopped, and in defi< 
anoe of all my efforts to urge him on, stood wildly 
looking towards the tombs, and trembling like a leaf, 
"So!" thought I, at these symptoms of terror; " the 
Gouls are abroad ; the spirits of the dead hold thdr 
revels ; the hving are unwelcome here r And in 
fact, I soon perceived, by the hght of the moon^ a 
number of deep and threatening shadows in human 
form glide along the marble gravestones. The 
spectres seemed to move hand in hand round the 
funereal mounds, sometimes separating, then again 
forming clusters, then totally disappearing under 
ground. Presently sounds too arose from the hol- 
low earth : a confused murmur pervaded the ceme- 
tery ; and at last a whole swarm of ghasdy figures 
sprung up close to my horse,<— no longer indeed un- 
substantial phantoms, but seeming irom their ema- 
ciated form and pallid hue, the very corpses of the 
dead, which, with hideous yell formed around me a 
frightful ring. 

No sooner, however, had I had leisure to survey 
them more minutely, than my apprehensions of the 
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deceased vanished in my fears of the living ; and I 
no longer thought myself in the company of spectres, 
but in that of banditti. Accordingly, clapping 
both stirrups to my horse, I was going to break 
through, or to ride over this pedestrian circle, as 
might be most feasible, when I perceived that none 
of the party were armed^ or at least had any weapon 
more formidable than a stick, or a pair of crutches ; 
that there were, as many women and children in 
the ranks as men; and that more than two thirds of 
the troop were halt, blind, or paralytic. 

There is, gentle reader, a district in the Morea, 
whose inhabitants are, to a man, beggars by profes- 
sion. Every year, as soon as they have sown their 
fields, these industrious members of society abandon 
their villages until harvest time, and sally forth, on , 
a begging circuit, through the difierent provinces of 
Boumili. The elders and chiefs of the community 
plan the route, divide the provinces, and allot to each 
detachment its ground. They shorten or prolong 
tbeir sojourn in the different places they visit, ac- 
cording as the mine of charity is rich, and has been 
more or less explored. Through wastes where little 
is to be gleaned large troops travel in close order, but 
on approaching fruitful districts the swarms again 
divide and spread. According to his peculiar talent, 
each individual undertakes the heartrending tale of 



ANASTASIUS. «83 

mental woe, or the disgusting display of bodily suf- 
fering. ^^ His wife and children died of hunger by 
the road side, after being burnt out of house and 
home ;" — or, " he has an incurable leprosy in every 
joint ;" — or, " he is actually giving up the ghost for 
want of a morsel of food l^ Old traders grown rich 
by their indigence, sell out to young beginners ; and 
the children of the society remain in common, so that 
each female may in turns be provided with a pair of 
fatherless twins, to be duly pinched to tears, and 
made lustily to roar out whenever compassionate 
people are in sight. Unceasing warfare is kept up 
with interlopers from other quarters, who trespass on 
the domain of this regularly organised band. Among 
its members, a dislocated limb, or a disgusting dis- 
ease, are esteemed peculiar blessings ; an hereditair 
complaint is a sort of an estatef, and if conspicuous, 
and such as to resist the of&cnous remedies of the 
charitable, confers rank, and may be called a badge 
of nobility. But even those who have the mis- 
fortune to labour under the most incurable state of 
health and vigour, are dexterous, if not radically to 
correct this perverseness of nature, at least to re- 
move its untoward external appearance. They excel 
in the manufacture of counterfeit wounds and mock 
diseases; and the convulsions of a demoniac are 
graceful movements to their spontaneous fit& 
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The troop with which I had the luck to fall in, 
had destined Erekli for the next day's scene of 
action. Its worthy members were taking among the 
tombs a comfortable nighf s rest, previous to the 
morning's labours. Already had most of the party 
sunk into soft slumbers on the pillows of the fresh 
laid graves, when the tramp of my horse, resound-- 
ing among the hollow vaults, and reverberated by 
the sculptured slabs, roused, and made them start 
up, and surround me as has been seen. Their 
clamour was only the eleemosinary ditty, which, 
from long habit, they kept mumbling even in their 
sleep. 

Moved with compassion at the sight of so much^ 
sufferings, I determined at once to rembve all these 
accumulated ills, and for this purpose began to lay 
lustily about me, with my good long ox-hide whip. 
It would have gladdened a feeling heart to see what 
a salutary and immediate effect this application had. 
At the very first flourish, the lame found the use of 
their legs, the blind recovered their sight, and the 
deaf and dumb a Stentorian voice. A poor de- 
crepid creature, doubled with age and infirmity, 
straightening as if by magic, became all at once as 
nimble as a stag : a man shaped Uke a dromedary, 
slipped his hunch without missing it ; and a woman, 
eighteen months at least gone with child, stumbling 
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over a grave stone, brought to light a tnis» of 
straT^ ! 

The fright of my friends, however, was not of 
long duration. By degrees they began to fancy, 
that, though I was armed and on horseback, and 
they were unarmed and on foot, yet in the dark, 
and among heaps of grave-stones, thirty or forty 
had a chance against one. In this notion they again 
rallied, and soon sticks and stones whizzed about 
my ears as thick as hml. I now found I had to 
deal with a set of imgrateful rogues, who, so far 
from thanking me for the miraculous cure I had 
performed, only requited good with evil. I there 
fore left them to their fate, scampered off, and soon 
got out of sight, and a very little while after, out 
of hearing of the vollies of abuse which accompa- 
nied the showers of stones. 

The crossing of the Balkan, I suppose, would have 
been a delightful treat to one who preferred the re- 
mains of a former worn out world to the good things 
of the present one, and a petrified oyster or cabbage 
to face of earner digestion. For my part, who felt more 
anxious to know the end of things than their origin, 
I was very gladwheni found Mount Hemus fairly left 
behind me, and still more so when before me I beheld 
winding in ample sweeps the wide waters of the 
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Danube. My raptures still encreased on setting 
foot, after crossing the turbid stream, in the pkdns of 
Valachia, 

In order to profit as much as possible by the 
benefits of Christendom, and to evince the estima- 
tion in which I still held its institutions, I purposed 
sleeping the first night of my entrance within its 
pale, at a monastery. I had heard of one on the 
road, where the Caloyers lived well, and could 
spare a way-faring man a few crumbs from their 
table, and a corner in their dormitory. On my 
arrival I found my design forestalled. The con- 
vent had been invaded, only an hour before, by a 
set of Frank travellers, who carried peremptory 
orders from the provincial government, for their 
reception at every place on the road. 

I say, invaded: for between masters, servants, 
interpreters, couriers, mikmandars' and jenissaries, 
there were no less t think than twenty or thirty 
individuals; and for many of the least important 
among them singly, the place appeared much too 
small. The very monks had been turned out of 
their cells to make room for the strangers. 

At first I took for granted that so mighty a 
removal of human bodies from the place of th^ 
birth must have an adequate end; and that the 
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head of the party could be no less than the em- 
bassador of some great Christian potentate, come 
to transact affairs of the utmost importance with 
the Porte ; and resigned myself in consequence to 
lay my own diminished head where I could : but 
on discreetly seeking to have my surmises confirmed 
by a sort of courier half Swiss half Italian, who, 
in a gibberish between, both was giving directions 
to the Greek steward of the coi^vent who understood 
neither, I could only discover that the padrone was 
a young gentleman of great fortune, who, tired of 
having every thing at home in the most comfortable 
style, for nothing but the trouble of issuing his 
commands, was thus wandering about the world, 
for no other purpose but to enjoy the variety of 
now and then going to bed without his supper, or 
getting up without having gone to bed. Constan^- 
tinople was to be his first halting place on the 
journey ; but whether from thence he was to go by 
land to China, or by sea to Peru, was not yet 
decided. 

I now began to think it somewhat hard that in 
the Sultanas own dominions, one of his faithful 
subjects, travelling on real business, and who had 
lived long enough not to think going to bed on an 
empty stomach, or sleeping in the fields a desirable 
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variety, should be thus kept on the pav6 by 
strangers who only came to burthen us with their 
ennui : and accordingly desired my informer to go 
and remonstrate in my name with his master, re- 
specting the unreasonable monopoly he was exer-^ 
cising; fully determined, should the negociation 
prove inefficient, to resort to more energetic measures 
for obtaining redress. I knew that, to whatever extrc* 
mities I might proceed, the Greeks -would remain 
neutral, and I feared not the Franks. All I appre- 
hended was, that the servant might not deliver my 
message in terms sufficiently forcible; and I there- 
fore soon followed myself — ^highly incensed at the 
supposed indignity I was suffering — and bolted into 
his excellency's dingy chamber, just as the courier 
had concluded his speech. 

To find all complacency, where one expects 
nothing but resistance, and is prepared only for 
measures of compulsion^ occasions a shock similar 
to that of sinking into a down pillow where one had 
laid ones account with finding a seat of impenetrable 
stone ; and this sort of shock I mentally experienced, 
when I found a young man of the most prepossessing 
appearancey only intent upon knowing in what way 
he could most effectually accommodate myself and 
all my suite ; and ending by inviting me to par* 
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take of his own indifferent supper, which — he 
added'-*his companion had just stepped down to 
hasten. 

Thus courteously addressed, my answer was 
made to oorrespond, and nothing ensued but a 
conflict of civilities, at the conclusion of which I 
only just went out again to look after my suite, 
viz. my horse, — ere I gave myself up for the re- 
mainder of the evening to the pleasure of convert- 
ii^ with so well bred a host. 

His mvitation to the strange traveller at the gate 
had meanwhile gone abroad among his own re- 
tinue ; and before I was able to return from my ex- 
cursion, I had the satisfaction of overhearing the 
impression it produced on his companion, who Was 
still bustling below stairs. This somewhat less hos- 
pitable personage was pleased loudly to ;Wonder 
what pleasure Mr. T — could find in courting every 
adventurer, Turk or Christian, with whom he fell 
in on the road ; and grievously moaned over the 
selfish vanity which made a man of his sense 
unfiselingly put his fiiends out of their way, merely , 
to have his-pohteness admired by every stranger. 

The remark fortunately had no effect upon my 
appetite ; it only made me take a particular plea^ 
sure in interrupting its author^s more agreeable 

vol.. II. U 
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occupation of devouring the supper he had helped 
to cook^ by a thousand little attentions, for which 
in his heart he would have boxed my ears. The 
tneal, however, was not long. I soon perceived 
that my host, though striving to the utmost to 
entertain his guest, was quite overcome with the 
fatigue of the journey ; and therefore speedily pro- 
, posed a separation, — in which I was most warmly 
seconded by his companion, who, having eaten 
enough, and even more perhaps, now sagaciously 
observed that, as they were to rise betimes, they 
bad better go to their rest. 

As far as his own share wa^ concerned, it is but 
doing the gentleman in question justice, to state 
that he spared nothing to promote this laudable 
object. He kept to himself a mattress, which might 
have accommodated three more of his fellow travel- 
lers, who were unceremoniously left to he on the 
bare tiles : but in spite of this precaution the nim- 
ble tenants of the place, whose supper was only 
just beginning, kept him awake. This misfor- 
tune caused him to groan so loudly and so inces* 
santly all night, that no oiie within hearing could 
get a wink of sleep. I heartily regretted his fine 
feelings, and wished he had had some of the selfish^* 
j:iess of his patron. 
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The moment the Frank party was off, the Ca- 
loyers were released from the confinement in which 
they had been kept during their stay, — the Superior 
alone having manfully stood his ground all the 
time. I thought he looked at me with a suspicious 
eye, for having under my Turkish garb associated 
so freely with Franks, and feared he might make 
some report at Bucharest to my disadvantage. The 
impression was to be done away ; and taking him 
therefore aside, I honestly confessed that I was not 
only ja Greek — ^which my speech confirmed — ^but a 
disguised emissary from Russia, come to sound the 
disposition of the Greek Papases in favor of Eka- 
diarina !^ Hereupon his heart opened : he ex- 
pressed his admiration of the Empress, in particu- 
lar for her laudable perseverance in the privations 
of widowhood ; and earnestly entreated me to in- 
form her by the first opportunity what a staunch 
friend she had in father Kyrillos ; dwelling much 
all the while on the means of corresponding with 
the well affected to that sovereign which his con- 
vent afforded, — a hint by no means lost upon me, 
when afterwards I had troops to quarter, and con- 
tributions to levy. 

Continuing my journey, absorbed in reflections 
which were greatly favored by my slow progress 
through endless bogs, I scarce perceived a per- 
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flonage who came from whither I was going, until 
he pulled up hi3 steed to conader me more at 
leisiure. I returned him the compliment, though 
his equipage little deserved it, and " Selim !" on his 
partf and, '^ Condilly T on mine, were roared out 
at the same instant 

This Signor Condilly, originally a Roman Catho-* 
tic, had first knarried a sister of Mavroyeni's, and 
consequently a Greek. On her demise he shewed his 
grief by embracing the Greek creed himself, and mar- 
rying a Roman Catholic. Her he left to go into a mo- 
nastery ; and the convent he fled from to take a third 
wife, younger than the two former. He had treated 
his sovereigns as he had done his consorts. When 
Venetian Consul aX the Canea, he sold the interests 
of the republic to the Turks ; and when employed 
for the Turks at Zante, he betrayed them to the Ve- 
netians. I had known him at Constantinople, where 
he gave himself as much airs as if he carried Jove's 
thunder in his sleeve, and entertained his friends with 
stories so long and tiresome, that they would have 
made the very moon split her face with yawning. On 
Mavroyeni's appointment to the principality of Vala- 
chia, he sent this worthy brother-in-law on before 
him to Bucharest, as his Caimakam ; and when he 
came himself, he appointed Condilly his cupbeaiier : 
nor had I heard^ when we met, q£ any later change^ 
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" Whither bound, Georgacki,^ cried I, *« for the 
Capital, or for the army ?^ 

" For whatever place,** was his reply, " I may 
be invited to. You see me at large again !^ 

** That misfortune,** rejoined I, " you seem used 
to; but how happened this last dismissal ?** 

" Who can tell ?*' exclaimed Condilly with a shrug 
of the shoulders, ^^ Not I at least !-^When a man 
has his familiar spirit, with whom alone he takes 
counsel, we poor mortals are not admitted behind 
the scenes. Those who act by inspuration, may do 
-any tlung! You have heard of the wealthy Vaka- 
reskolo, the Cresus of Boyars,'^ who thought himself 
80 secure from being fleeced, by never appearing at 
court, and declining all dangerous distinctions. 
Well! — ^has not Mavroyeni, by means of his invi- 
sible counsellor, at last hunted him out, and sent 
to him to say that the humble should be exalted, 
and that his very disinterestedness made it necessary, 
for the good of the country, that he should assume 
some high and responsible office T 

" The Bey found not the same reason^ I pre- 
sume," answered I, " for continuing your ser- 
vices ?•• 

" His household Demon,** rejoined Condilly, 
<^ lately put it into his head that his Greek name was 
a base corruption ; that he was descended from the 
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uncient Venetian family of Morosini : and Maulx)' 
cenus is now the name he insists on being addressed 
by. My tongue once made an unlucky slip ; I cal- 
led him by that of his forefathers; — and for this of- 
fence he condemned me, his kinsman, his counsellor, 
and his cup-bearer, who tasted every drop of his 
wine, to bread and water in the salt-mines ! Had I 
remained there long, I must have become pickled 
alive, and so have died a vampire, even without ex- 
communication, and have sucked his blood, as he 
does that of others. For that reason only, I sup- 
pose, he let me out at last, on condition of leaving 
Valachia. But, Oh ! how I shall talk, as soon as I 
am past the frontier !^ 

To me it seemed that Signor Condilly waited not 
till that period to execute his threat. Loth however 
to lose time in conversation where I was sure not ta 
hear a word of truth: " Hark ye, Georgacki," cried 
I, " you, who are going, may be right to talk, but 
I, who am coming, would do wrong to listen. You 
have been long enough in the world to know that 
the atmosphere of one out of favor is infectious, 
and cannot take it amiss if you are done by as 
you would do by others. So adieu ! and fare ye 
well ! 

At these words I pushed on. The cup-bearer 
called after me, to say that, for all my caution. 
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he would bespeak the horses for my own return. 
I did not stop to retort, but made what speed I 
could, and the same evening reached Bucharest^ 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

FsoMthefirstmoment of the rupture with Austria, 
Mayroyeni, expecting Valachia to become the 
theatre of the war, had sent his princess and all her 
useless train back to Constantinople ; — ^a wise mea- 
sure, I thought, where real clouds were gathering ! 
In order to defray the expenses requisite for the 
defence of the principality, he had levied enormous 
contributions, not only on the laity, but on the 
clergy, who, as ministers of peace, could not con- 
odve what they had to do with the war, and 
thought their task fulfilled when they had prayed 
for the safety of the country. He had moreover 
banished to Turkey, or put in durance on the spot, 
such of the Boyars and others — no matter what 
their rank— -whom h^ suspected of a secret under- 
standing with Austria^ Among the passes or ra- 
vines which form the only communication athwart 
the formidable barrier of mountains that separate 
Transilvania from the land of the Boumoums,' he 
had distributed seven or eight thousand Scalmen, or 
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provincial troops. Through his care, Bucharest, a 
city of immense extent, lying in an almost dead 
flat, for whose defence nature had done nothing, 
and art could do but little, became as strongly for- 
tified as its situation permitted. Each khan within 
its drcuit was converted [into a battery, and each 
convent into a fortress. The very Archi-episcopal 
Palace, and the Cathedral, situated (Hi the only emi- 
nence favourable for defence, were, to the inexpres- 
sible horror of the Valachians, transformed into a 
citadel. Soldiers were quartered where priests used 
to say mass, cannon balls heaped up where stood 
the cross, and muskets and sabres piled where 
had been raised the host ! 

It was in the midst of all this bustle of warlike 
preparations that I • entered Bucharest. At its 
gates nothing was seen but groups of moaning 
families going out, and detachments of turbulent 
soldiers marching in ; and wherever I stopped within 
its precincts, no other discourse met my ear but 
that of banishments, confiscations, fines, imprison- 
sqients, recruitings, fortifications, and plans of attack 
and of defence. ^^ Good 1*^ said I to myself; ^^this 
martial discord is music to my ears ! It promises 
plenty of what I most want : dear delightful con- 
cision ! Bom to live in troubled waters, again I 
breathe, again I feel in my element ! And every 
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officer of state whogje favor seemed expiring, every 
grandee of the court, whose fall was announced, I 
only considered as kindly making room for me. I 
resembled those sagacious birds of prey, who, the 
moment the battle begins to rage, flap their wings, 
exult, and already in imagination revel in their 
promised feast ! 

When, however, — the first tumult of the sense 
allayed — I sat down quietly in my lodging, to 
consider how I should best proceed, my reflec- 
tions assumed a soberer hue, and my expecta^ 
tions gradually fell to a less exalted pitch. '' I am 
now," thought I, " in a place where I possess not a 
friend, nor even an acquaintance; where aU must 
consider me as an intruder against whom it is their 
business to unite ; and, in that place, at the mercy of 
a single man, and that man, Mavroyeni ! — Mavroy- 
eni ! even in his first dependant state often uncon- 
trolable, and ruled by caprice rather than by cool 
reason, and who now, after so long thirsting in a 
state of servility for the despotic sway he has at last 
obtained, every hour drinks unto intoxication of the 
sweet cup of power ! It is true, I bear within my 
own breast the qualities which his situation renders 
most valuable, and I carry in my pocket the recom- 
mendations which his interest obliges him most to^ 
respect. The commands in my favor of the twy 
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tulers of the state — by sea and by land — ^would, 
with any other person in his place, leave me no fur- 
ther trouble, than that of announcing myself and 
my wishes ! And I moreover know Mavroyeni suf- 
ficiently lenient in religious matters, not to regard my 
dpostacy as a great bar to my promotion, even in his 
Greek principality : but," added I, in order to restrain 
the too sanguine hopes founded on these considera- 
tions, " may he not retain an unfavorable impression 
of my youthful pranks, and my insolent mode of quit- 
ting his service? May he not, with still more proba- 
bility, feel hurt at my long estrangement from his 
person, my long apparent disdain of his protection, 
my long obstinacy in seeking my fortune any where 
upon earth rather than under the shelter of his wing !" 
-^So often had his wayward temper only turned the 
more restive, for being more sharply reined, that, 
in order to shew his independence, it was likely he. 
might make the very weight of my recommenda- 
tions, a motive for treating ine with the greater cool- 
ness. — I therefore, spite of my expectations, pre- 
pared my mind for the possibility of an indifferent 
reception, and resolved only to advance in so cau- 
tious a manner, as not to stand much committed 
sliould I meet with a rebuff. 

In this spirit, — so far from dressing for my first 
audience of Mavroyeni as I had done for my 
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first interview mih Suleiman ; from informing every 
passenger as I went along, by the importance of my 
looks, that I was going to court ; from announcing 
in an authoritative tone, on my arrival at the palace, 
that I carried letters from the Grand Visier, the Lord 
High Admiral, and the Drogueman of the navy, — I 
rather ran into the opposite extreme, and by way 
of pitching my tone at the outset in such a key as I 
might be sure not to have to lower afterwards, came 
in so modest a dress, crept into the audience cham-* 
ber in so quiet a manner, and, having delivered my 
message in a scarce audible voice, stood so demurely 
with my hands in my sleeves at the further end of 
the room, that I scarce was noticed by a troop of 
gentlemen of greater apparent pretensions, who held 
their more conspicuous station in the middle of the 
apartment, and bore such a prodigious air of self 
importance, that their very yawnings (which were 
both frequent and loud) had in them a something 
grand and imposing; whilq their conversation — 
StiieBj intended, it should seem, for the benefit of 
distant hearers, — ran entirely upon the last joke of 
the Ban of Crayova, the last remark of the C'ame- 
raz, and the last witticism of the Spatar ! 

I had heard that in some place or other the hum- 
ble were to be exalted : but this certainly was not 
in Mavroyefii^s anti-room. It^ familiars seemed of 
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ft sort not easily to give a stranger credit for lugher 
claims than he chose to. divulge^ but disposed, on 
the contrary, to indulge a man desirous of remaining 
in the back ground, to the utmost of his wishes. It 
is true, they vouchsafed now and then to honor me 
with their attention, so far as to eye me from head 
to foot, — but it was with any thing but a look of invi- 
tation to join their group. This silent scrutiny was 
even carried to such a length, that at last my pa«- 
tience forsook me, and I began, in my turn, to stare 
at the starers with sufficient steadinesis gradually 
to disconcert all their petulance, and to make 
them fall from their haughty self-sufficient look, 
into an appearance of downright constraint, until 
at last one of the set, determined to beat me out 
of the field, detached himself from the group, 
came over to where I stood with a sort of mock ci- 
vihty, and asked me in a simpering tone, whether 
the company had the honor of my approbation ? 

I was going to answer " No,*' without circiunlo- 
cution, — when suddenly the door of the inner room 
opened, and the party fell back to range themselves 
roimd the room in a respectful circle, in the middle 
of which the gentleman usher advanced to select 
whom he should first introduce to his Highness. 

Each was striving to obtain that distinction, by 
straining to protrude the upper part of his body 
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a few inches before that of his neighbour ; — for as to 
xne, I did not at that critical moment come into 
consideration at all, and would have been entirely 
forgotten, had I not informed the usher of my pre- 
sence, by holding over the heads of those that 
pressed before me certain talismanic papers, at the 
sight of which the officer pushed the crowd aside to 
let me pass. I now handed to him my credentials 
to be taken to the prince ; and as I delivered my 
letters, amused myself with naming the writers one 
by one. 

Being, on the strength of so respectable an intro- 
duction, immediately let in, I left my anti-room 
friends nearly as composed as if a thunder-bolt had 
just exploded among them. One half looked pale as 
ashes, the other red as crimson ; and every one 
seemed intent only upon how he should repair 
his imprudence most dexterously on the re-appear- 
ance of the great man in disguise. 

Though my call was speedy, my reception was 
not the more promising. Mavroyeni, at first, 
deigned not even to greet me with that look of 
surprise with which I had laid my account, but 
went on with the different occupations in which I 
found him engaged, as if unaware of my presence ; 
leaving me full leisure mean time to mark the 
faavock made by ambition more than by age, in his 
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originallj hard and homely features. In fact, the 
rulmg passion seemed to have encreased to such a 
degree the obliquity which the natural dimness o( 
his right eye had produced in the motions of the 
other, as to have rendered his a perfecdy sinister 
look, in every sense of the word. He always eyed 
one askance ! Those to whom he stood opposite, his 
eye glanced beside ; and to fix his interlocutor, he 
turned his face away from him. It is true, that the 
lower features of that same face in some measure 
made amends for the defects of those above. His 
jet black beard and mustachios, of which he took 
great care, encompassed lips whose smile was as 
pleasing as the frown of his dark brow was terrific ; 
and these lips in their turn disclosed, when he spoke, 
two rows of teeth as white as snow, which he 
never suffered long to remain unseen. 

For some time after my entrance, however, he 
only shewed them to me in the process of dictating 
a letter of three pages to the Rei's-Efiendee : and 
not until he had finished this and all his other 
buaness — paring his nails included — with the ut- 
most composure, did he seem to perceive that I 
stood before him, tired of watching his left eye, 
and of commencing bows all stifled in the b'urth. At 
last, when he had fairly exhausted his own occupa- 
tions and my patience, he cast a look my way, and 
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appeared to see me ; but it was only to ask in a 
gruff and snappish manner— while pointing to 
my poor letters flung unopened on ' the sofa^ 
** Whether it was I who had brought that load 
ofpaper?" — 

• I bowed again, and said it was^ but only as en* 
trusted with its conveyance. ** For well I know," 
added I, ^^ that with yoiur Highness neither interest 
avails, nor even talent, when presumptuously rely- 
ing on its own merit, and without the sunshine of 
your spontaneous favor. Heaven directed towards 
its possessor r 

This compliment to the Bey's independance 
smoothed the bristles round his heart. His fea- 
tures immediately relaxed ; and I thought I could 
clearly discern athwart what they retained of out- 
ward rigidity, an inwardsmae of approbation. At 
last his satisfaction even broke out in words. 
** Right," he cried, " my will alone is my law ! If 
you were the Angel Gabriel, descended from the 
highest heaven, you must hit my fancy, ere you • 
obtain my favor, — at least here in Yalachia. But,** 
—added he, wholly unbending, ** you know I always 
liked you in spite of your pranks ; nay, perhaps 
even the better for them* You' were dever as a 
lad, and I trust years have given you discretion 
without blunting your spirit. TeU me, — ^for \ 
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know you have been Eiachef in Egypt,— botir y«>u 
got that r^nk ; and how you contrived to lose it ?*** 
Thus invited, I gave the Bey a sketch of my 
principal adventures, — not indeed drawn with the 
entire unreserve of these memoirs, but in which, 
without startling Mavroyeni's belief by an impro« 
baUe account of my excessive wisdom or virtue, I 
yet only touched upon my follies and vices with the 
tender hand of a fnend, whose blame is less severe 
than the praise of an enemy. The last occurrence 
which I mentioned was the first of my entrance into 
the Beys^ dominions, the meeting with Condilly. 

" He was going to Turkey,'' said I. — " Not so,'^ 
answered Mavroyeni. ^^ He was speeding to 
Viemia: he only made a circuit to deceive me. 
It was not worth tlie while. I ever knew him do 
more harm to his friends than to his enemies ; and 
so I ordered that every pass .might be opened to 
him. With you I mean to do the reverse.'' 

I assiu'ed the Bey I should remain a willing pri- 
soner ; and finding that nothing more was wanting of 
me for the present, made my bow and retired. 

Meantime my seemingly interminable audience 
had fully confirmed the idea of my importance in 
the anti-room. The mystery which hung over 
my eharacter only served, like the vapours which 
envelope a moimtai^, to magnify my seeming gran- 
voL. II. X 



d06 ANASTASIUS. 

deur; and when I stole back among my friends 
in sheep skin,^ I found that during my absoice 
they had had high words about me : each reproach- 
ing the rest for his own incivility. No sooner did 
they perceive my return, than they all dropped 
some inddental remark, intended to smooth the 
way to a more direct address. The gentleman 
who had the first turned a deaf ear to my saluta- 
tion had lost his hearing from a cold ; the one who 
had laughed at me most openly, had been able 
to think of nothing but a domestic misfortune 
which quite distracted his senses; and as to the 
one who attacked me in articulate speech, he always 
made it a point, when he saw a stranger of quality 
anxious to remain incognito, of doing something or 
other to favour the scheme. 

Having thus each dropped his little propitiatory 
sentence, but without the smallest intention — poor 
innocent souls !— >of its being overheard, they now 
all with the utmost surprise perceived me standing 
before them, immediately bowed in the most 
gracious manner, and all speaking together, ven- 
tured in the most obsequious terms to express . . . 
• , • but what ? — is the thing I am imable to tdl, as 
without stopping to hear it, I left the cringing 
cirque to divide among them ^. single supercilious 
glance cast upon the whole txoop collectively, and 
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Ihen turning on my heel, very quietly walked 
off. 

The next day I received from Mavroyeni a 
summons to a pleasure-garden formed by him the 
year before, outside the city. *^ A good omen 
this/' thought I, — " His villa is the place where he 
deposites his Beyship at the entrance gate;^ and 
truly, among his tulips and ranunculuses, his 
temper seemed, chameleon like, to reflect a some* 
what gayer hue. It was almost couieur de rose, 
and not perhaps the less resembling the queen of 
flowers, because it had a lurking thorn. Through 
Mavroyeni^s transient gaiety of manner and con- 
versation might still be discerned the stationary 
weight which oppressed his heart, as through the 
fleeting waters of the stream you see the rocks that 
lie motionless below. The whole drift of the 
Prince's apparently unpremeditated discourse tended 
indirectly to find out how he was spoken of by the 
world at large. " Nothing,'* he observed, " was 
60 entertaining as to hear what people say of one : 
and no body had such opportunities of knowing as 
a stranger who mixed in every set, and whom no 
party yet mistrusted. Often an indiiBTerent new 
comer heard sentiments drop by chance from the 
lip, which the person most deeply interested, 
could not wring from the heart. 
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«' Ah, Sir !^ cried I,— apt to doubt the delight 
which great men profess to find in hearing the 
abuse bestowed upon them ; " what can your High- 
ness expect to learn, but that your subjects vie with 
each other in expressions of attachment and vene- 
ration ?'* 

" Do they," resumed Mavroyeni cocJly, ** dwell 
most upon my clemency, or upon my dianterest- 
©dness?'' 

This was a home question. It was taking flattery 
by stonn, and inviting its caresses, where with the 
utmost good-will it could only inflict wounds. A 
man might swallow a good deal of vague and 
general panegyric, however inapplicable ; but there 
appeared, in the present case, so strange a craving 
for the peculiar sort of praise most clashing with 
the constitution, that I thought it never could go 
down; I was sure it was not meant to be digested. 
So entirely had the query the air of a trap laid to 
catch the flatterer, and to turn into ridicule the 
flattery, that I looked at Mavroy^ for the confirm- 
ation of this surmise. But his countenance gaive 
no clue, his features were immoveaUe. 

"Sir,'' s£dd I therefore: "every cme knows the 
natural humanity of your disposition; every one is 
persuaded that if, in your oHiduet, you depart 
in the least from the dictates of demency, your 
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tender soul regrets what your trying situation oom- 
mands/ 

" I see ;" rejoined Mavroyeni with a gesture of 
impatience, ^^ I can extract nothing from you. Now 
at least let me shew I can spare your information. 
Let me tell you myself what people jiay. They 
call me^— a monster of rapaciousness and cruelty." 

I looked surprised. 

*' Yes/* repeated the Bey, raising his voice ; 
'^ they call me as covetous as hell, and as merciless 
as Satan : and though you try to look astonished, 
you know it full as well as I do. But what you 
may not perhaps know quite so fully, is, that for 
being what I am, I deserve public thanks.^ 

Here my surprise became real, and I therefore 
concealed it 

** Two things,^ rejoined Mavroyeni, " I assume, 
which you will scarcely deny/' 

I was gcnng to say : '^ certainly not ;^ but I stop- 
ped myself. ' 

" The first," he continued, " is that this pro- 
vince must be defended ; and the second, that no 
man in the emjnre is fit to defend it but myself.^ 

I bowed assent. 

*'Now!^ added the Prince; ^^ bow am I to 
fortify my province against invasion, without 
money; and bow, without money, am I to keep 
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myself in my province ? Without the sums neoe6-> , 
sary to raise soldiers and batteries, the Austrian^ 
march into Bucharest next month; and without 
the sums requisite to fee the Capitan-Pasha, the 
Visier and the Sultan, I am turned out of my prin- 
cipality next year. Let then my avarice Hght on 
the heads of my employers. With them, my 
generosity would be my only crime. *^ 
• "Again; — as to cruelty," resumed he, having 
paused to breathe. " For what purpose, do you 
think, has the Porte made, in my favor, the hitherto 
unexampled exception to its rules, of joining the 
rank of a Turkish Seraskier to the prerogatives 
of a Greek Hospodar.? For what purpose has the 
Porte allowed me to command in the field several 
thousands of Moslemin soldiers ? but for that of 
enabling me to avert the extraordinary perils that 
hang over this province, by extraordinary vigour ! 
If I then find that from all the various peculiarities 
in my situation, as a native of the Isles, as the 
subject of a Mohammedan master, and as myself 
k follower of the Christian religion, I have every 
body against me, as well within the very heart of 
my principality as beyond its boundaries ; if I see 
the Greek who hates me as an intruder, the Vala- 
chian who wishes for the Austrians, and the Mus- 
sulman who looks down upon me as a Yaoor and a 
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Rayah, all unite in praying for my subveraon; if 
I have to defend myself against the jealousy of the 
first, the treachery of the second, and the fanaticism 
of the last ; if I know that the least lenity, con- 
sidered as weakness, will only encourage their 
audacity, and hasten my ruin ; and if I also know 
that with me must perish my province, — is it not my 
duty to my sovereign and my province, by an ex- 
traordinary pressure to cement the jarring elements 
ready to fall asunder ; and must I not, neglecting 
the petty forms of the law to do the speedier justice, 
wherever I can, pinion the suspected, paralise the 
traitor, and cut off the criminal ?^ 

Here Mavroyeni again stopped to draw breath, 
and to see what effect his oratory produced ; and 
having established, to his satisfaction, the entire pro- 
priety of picking pockets, and chopping off heads, 
without waiting to ask the owner^s leave, he passed 
from his affairs to mine^ 

*^ You have much employed my thoughts," said '^ 

he, " since your arrival. Unfortunately, by the 
capitulation of these provinces, it is as difficult for 
a Mohammedan to find promotion in Yalachia, as it 
is elsewhere in Turkey for a Greek. Pew are the 
offices to which Turks may be appointed ; and yet 
I should like to ^ve you something good in itself, 
and something too that might not remove you too 
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far from my person. To combine these conditions, 
b a purpose which I have turned every way in my 
mind. In short, convinced that, with your talent, 
it only depends on your will to succeed in any line, 
I make you my Divan-EflPendee.^ It is only ex- 
changing the sword for the pen." 

" A mere trifle," thought I. — " The same turn 
of the wrist will do to cut a flourish on paper and 
on the face of an enemy ; and it would only be 
fancying myself in the field, marshalling a parcel of 
soldiers, when I sat in my closet symmetrising a 
heap of words, and that for the same purpose too 
of defending ourselves, and of attacking our 
enemies. The ministers of the Porte would be 
delighted with their new correspondent, and iny 
epstles could not fail to be preserved as modefa of 
a diplomatic style for the use of future ages I 

Too well, however, I knew the Bey's fondness finr 
extraordinary measures to express my Surprise at 
the proposal. " Sir," said I gravely, " your High- 
ness has performed so many other wonders, that t 
consider the additional miracle of making me all at 
once a sober steady secretary, squatted all day Ibng 
upon his heels, squaring lines and rounding periods, 
as only to depend upon your will : ahd as my fbite 
in the Turkish language has hitherto b^en oonfikidd 
to the vulgar dialect, I mean this very minute to 
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go imd study the court {Ainuseologj, in order that 
the grandees of the capital may have no fault to 
find with our provincial dispatches." 

These suggestions made the Bey reflect a little. 
As I bowed to take my leave : " stop," cried he; 
^^ on second thoughts^ I may do better in making 
you my Besh4ee Aga. You will have the com- 
mand of my troop of jenissaries ; you will see the 
orders of the Sultan carried to the different dis« 
tricts ; you mU provide escorts for the great officers 
of the Forte; and all that, I know, you will 
manage to perfection. It is true, you will also have 
to preside in a sort of court of justice, and to 
dedde in all differences between Mohammedans 
and Rayahs, according to the Mussulman code. 
But what of that I '^ Where Grod gives an employ- 
ment, he ^ves the requisite capacity. My Pos- 
[ tehuc makes an excellent secretary of state; — ^indeed, 
I aU the better perhaps, — for not knowing how to 
I sign his name. I find no fault with my Vestiaris, 
in his place of treasurer, though he never learnt the 
rule of three ; and as to my Spatar, is he a worse 
mimster of police, I pray, for knowing practically 
how at night windows are broken and riots made 
in the streets? You will do like all the rest: 
provide yourself with a clerk who gets less pay, 
and jknows more of the business than his principal ; 
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and in eveiy doubtful case of law, always presume 
the Mohammedan to be in the right ; and give 
verdict in his f^vor." 

I bowed as before. In truth, I liked the place 
of Besh-lee Aga as little as that of Divan-EfFendee : 
but I trusted to the Bey^s own mutability of temper 
for again changing his plan. I knew the only cer- 
tain way to make him persist in it, was to remon- 
strate. I therefore silently retired. 

The next day I was again called back. The 
wind meantime had, as I expected, shifted to 
another quarter. ^^ Skanavi,^^ cried the Prince, as 
soon as he saw me, •* thinks you will make but an 
indifferent judge after all. He is sure, he says, 
you will never look grave enough in the hall, nor 
consent to let your mustachios turn down instead of 
up. I myself cannot conceive what made you so 
anxious for the employment. Take my word for 
it, the command of my Amaoots will suit you 
much better." 

This happened to be so exactly what I thought 
myself, that I now felt fain to argue the point, in 
order to have the nail more securely clenched ; but, 
as my revolving the expediency of this measure in 
my mind gave me an appearance of hesitating, it 
answered all the purpose. ^^ No words !'^ exclaimed 
the Bey. ^^ I know what suits you much better 
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than you can pretend to do yourself. Here is your 
commission made out already. Take it ; go home, 
and thank God and the bog-fever which has left 
so fine a vacancy for you. Your promotion will 
cause a few heart-burnings, — but I soon depend upon * 
a good dose of leaden pills to cure them.'* 

I now threw myself at the Bey's feet to thank 
him for his favors, and went to assiune the insignia, 
and to perform the duties of my new station. 
Acquaintance was soon made with the officers of 
my corps ; and obedience somewhat later enforced 
among the privates. Many had been haidoots or 
banditti before they became soldiers, and seemed 
likely to end as they had begun ; but though they 
at first looked at me rather askance, we in lime 
came, — and without needing the court phraseolo- 
gy^ — to a proper understanding. 

Of one who like me expected to be but little 
stationar}', no great establishment was required. 
Leaving to prince Brankovano to be fanned in gilt 
keoschks by female slaves with tufts of white pea- 
cock's tails, I contented myself with a firwood hut for 
my habitation, and a few gipsies for my domestics. 
It is the fashion to abuse that chattering, lying, 
thieving, nimble race, who, invoking Mohammed 
among the Turk^ and the Holy Virgin among the 
Christians, make shift in Yalachia to extract gold 
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with equal dextoity from the filtk of its dties, 
, and from the pure chrystal of its mountain streams, 
and, if they were all to drive thar wa^ggons else- 
where, would leave the province without singers, 
dancers, fldlers, fortune-tellers, tinkers, blacksmiths, 
or grooms. For my part, I did not dislike th^ 
attendance. Too much despised to be honest, but 
too timid to commit atrodous crimes, I found 
them lively, entertaining, and sure to succeed in 
whatever requires more address than courage, and 
more dexterity than labour. 

The disorganisation of the Otthoman empire 
often obliges the sovereign to enforce by stratagem 
that absolute right over ihe lives of his immediate 
servants, which the constitution admits ; and thenoe 
does the government of the Turks frequently pre- 
sent a strange contrast of apparent perfidy with 
real good faith. Its scrupulous observance of 
ti^aties is proverlnal ; and has been most power- 
fully exemphfied in the Greek provinces of Vala- 
chia and Moldavia. When they surrendered to 
the Turkish arms, they stipulated the pres^vation 
of Greek worship and rulers; nor has the letter of 
the capitulation ever been infiinged upon. The 
gpvemors may have been changed from the nobles 
of the country to the merchants of the Fanar; 
from men oititled to the »tuation by thdr descent, 
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to individuals only invfisted with the office in oon^ 
^deration of their treasures : but to this day in 
both provinces the steejde soars above the nunaret, 
and the worshippers of Christ take precedoioe of 
the followers of Mohammed : — ^I mean as far as the 
internal organisation is concerned ; for with regard 
to external all^iance, the Greek Hospodar holds 
his power of his soveragn by the same tenure as 
the Turkish Pasha* A despot in his iHX>vince» he 
still remains the slave of the Padi-ahah^ and his 
head may at any time be included among the four- 
teen which it is lawful for the Imperial manslayer^ 
to demand every day as a douceur^ without assign^ 
ing any motive,— 'a circumstance which with some 
might be considered as a small drawback upon the 
felicity of possessing a court, modelled in all its 
departments upon that of the Greek Emperors. 

With each new Bey a whole new flight of 
<rficers of state and courtiers comes from Constanti« 
nople. They are generally the relations of their 
sovereign, unto the twentieth degree. Mavroyeni, 
however, averring that these family leedbes^ the 
nearer their own blood was, the harder they sucked, 
had fewer hangii^ about him than any of his pre^ 
decessors. My arrival therefore formed a desirable 
addition to the intimate drde. Scarce a day 
passed that I was not sent for to contribute my 
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share to his entertainment. He distrusted the 
Greeks and he feared the Turks. I was an am- 
phibious animal, which he considered as equally 
destitute of the fins of the one and the fangs of the 
other. " Selim," he used to say, " wiD neither 
bite me, nor slip through my fingers.*^ 

This degree of favor, however, was not without 
its inconveniences. Nothing could exceed the 
variableness of the Princess temper. Sometimes all 
calm and sunshine, it was at others more stormy and 
boisterous than the Black sea in March. Its changes 
chiefly depended on the news from Constantinople^ 
Whenever a messenger arrived from the Porte, I 
used to keep out of the way, until the object of his 
mission had transpired. One day I found the 
Bey as desponding as if the old hag had come in 
person to warn him. ** See,^ cried he m a tone of 
despair, *' what I have got here !" — I expected to 
behold nothing less than a hatti-sherif purporting 
his recall. It was only a Vienna gazette ; and the 
whole misfortune consisted in an article, dated from 
Bucharest, in which, it is true, he was somewhat 
roughly handled. ^^ This ribaldry ;*^ exclaimed 
Mavroyeni, ** composed in a garret on the Danube^ 
for the entertainment of a day, will be preserved by 
the scribblers of Germany, i0 their monthly, quar- 
terly, and annual Journals ; will be, by the writers 
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of the rest of Europe, chronicled as an authentic 
document, and will finally receive endless durability 
in carefully written histories, intended to go down to 
the latest posterity as accurate pictures of the present 
times* Strangers will defame my character to all 
future ages, and not one of my countrjrmen will waste 
a drop of ink in my vindication. Ah ! why was I 
cast among so vile.a race : why was I bom in such 
a miserable epoch ! I had some generosity, some 
honest pride, some noble sentiments in my ccHoapo- 
sition ; and it was only when I found modesty con- 
founded with incapacity, and humility considered as 
meanness ; when I saw virtue excite more distrust 
than vice, and successful vice usurp the praise of 
virtue, that I cast off qualities which could only 
prove stumbling blocks in my way, and tlvit, like 
the rest, I became in»dious, vindictive, and faithless : 
but on others fall the weight of my sins : on others 
the responsibility of my good dispositions de- 
praved !" 

It may be inferred from this speech, that one of 
Mavroyeni^s great weaknesses Ti^as a desire to make a 
figure in history; and many were the things he did 
with no other view but that of their being recorded. 
Many also were those which on that account he en- 
joyed, though abstractedly they had nothing else 
very enjoyable in them. When an earthquake hap- 
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pened, or an inundation, or a fire, which hud waste 
half the capital, he would rub his hands and cry 
out with evident marks of glee; ** materials for the 
annals of my reign ! Posterity will say : this hap- 
pened in the days of Prince Maurocenus ;^' — and in 
order that posterity might say this, he would him- 
self, I beheve, like Nero, have set fire to his capital. 
This thirst for posthumous notoriety gave all his 
actions a sort of theatrical turn, which appeared 
quite an anomaly in a Hospodar of Valachia, and 
made him do things which in Christendom would 
have been cried up to the skies, and here made him 
pass for insane. Nothing frightened him so much 
as an anonymous threat, of being turned into ridi- 
cule^ or mentioned in a slighting manner in some 
Frank publication : and I know of two or three 
heads that were left on their dioulders, not in oon- 
idderation of what the owners might feel, but of what 
the Journalists might write. Sometimes he thought 
of imitating prince Kondemir, and composing the 
history of his time himself, in order to make sure of 
ajqpearing in it as he wished ; but for this he had 
not Idbure yet, and put it off till after the war. At 
other times he talked of dubbing me his historiogra- 
pber; but then I ;was npt serious enough, and 
ioaight make my readers laugh. At other times he 
had thoughts of sending for some French savant ; 



ANASTASIUa 321 

but their heads seemea all turned by the revolution 
in their country, and they might raise the cry of 
liberty in Turkey. Mean while he never failed to 
distinguish by his attentions whomsoever he thought 
likely to give him celebrity in verse or prose. Bucha^ 
rest would have become a nest of writers of odes and 
sonnets, had not sometimes the Bey's fancy been dif- 
ficult to hit. For, occasionally, amidst the most la- 
vish praise, a single word would provoke his wrath ; 
and that word the author would be sent to correct in 
the salt-mines. This place was a great damper to 
poetic ardor, and nipped many a bright effusion in 
the bud. Nothing, however, under ground or above, 
could daunt the courage of a little hunchback poet, 
who conceived himself destined to restore in mo- 
dem Greece the pure Hellenic taste. This lofty son 
of Apollo was admitted to present to the Bey an 
ode composed in his honor on the Pindaric plan. 
In conformity to his model he had dispatched the 
Prince's praise in half a dozen words, and had then 
passed over to the Lisbon earthquake^ and the fall 
of Babylon, which served to eke out the remainder 
of his performance with as many rumbling senten- 
ces as he wanted. This, however, suited not exactly 
M avroyeni's less classical ideas ; and the poet, find- 
ing he did not make the impression he expected, 
begged of the Bey to expupge what he disliked ; 
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whereupon the Bey tore all away, save his nsme; 
observing, that that alone would say more thaif 
any rhymer could express. 

TBe author united in his single person all the 
irasdbUity of a poet and a hunchback. He said no- 
thing ; but he sold his habitation, disposed of his^ 
moveables, and retired to the Austrian states. As 
soon as out of Mavroyeni's reach, he wrote him a 
letter, to state that he had intended to compose an 
Epic poem on his exploits ; but that, since he dis- 
liked his verses, he only purposed writing in prose 
the history of the war, for which he had contracted 
with a Leipsic bookseller, and in which nothing was , 
to be left out, but himself and his proceedmgs. 

Meanwhile apprehensions of a very different sort 
from those in which the Muses had any share, be- 
gan to appal the stout heart of Mavroyeni. The 
Northern frontier of his pincipality immediately 
bordering on the Austrian states, gave him little 
imeasiness. This, nature had sufSciently fortified 
by a barrier of mountains, only interrupted by a 
few narrow defiles scarcely less inexpugnable than 
the heights above. The vulnerable part of Valachia 
consisted in its Eastern boundary, which lay open 
to the neighbouring province of Moldavia, occupied 
by the Russians. Almost at the outset of the war,, 
these barbarians had entered that principality, h^ 
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taken Yassi its capital, and had made prisoner Ipsi^ 
lanti its Hospodar. It is true that soon after a detach- 
ment from the grand Turkish army of observation 
stationed at Ismail to cover Bessarabia, again com- 
pelled them to evacuate this open place, and to fall 
back upon Chotim, which they were blockading ; but 
still they threatened every ds^ to recover the lost 
ground, and to advance to where only a small rivu* 
let, running through a dead flat, separated the con- 
fines of Moldavia from those of Valachia. 

To defend this line of frontier most immediately 
threatened, Mavroyeni had early fixed, for the ren- 
dezvous of his chief forces, upon the plain of 
Fockshan, which took its name from an open place 
on the borders of the two principalities, belonging 
half to the one and half to the other. Thither 
were ordered in April, from Bucharest, the Ama- 
oots, of which I commanded the principal division, 
together with as many Seimen and provincial Jenis- 
saries as could be mustered. At the same time 
were marched thither from Sophia, where the Visier 
had now established his head quarters, several divi- 
sions of infantry and cavalry from the grand army, 
— the stipendiary Jenissmes under the command of 
their Sangeaks or generals by promotion, and the 
feudal Spahees under thiit of their Agas by descent. 
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When all were arrived, the collective force at Foct— 
shan might amount to twelve or thirteen thousand 
men. Of these various troops, however, none were 
to be depended upon^ save the Albanians, brave by 
nature, and only deficient iti tactics and in discipline. 
Most of the Jenissaries, ' or infantry, came from 
Anadoly.5 They were men engaged in the profes-^ 
sions of peace, forcibly torn from their wives and 
families, and who only' marched on foot when they 
could not aflPord a horse. The Spahees, or horse 
soldiers, on the contrary, often only holding their 
Zeeameth or Timar^ from some grandee, as the wa- 
ges of domestic service, or sent as substitutes by the 
. real fieffee, a woinari or a child, scarce knew for the 
most pait how to sit on horseback^ and would have 
looked better on foot. Obliged to furnish their own 
equipment and, to find their own provisions, they 
"were only occupied in calculating the length of thrir 
journey and the hour of their return, only stayed 
while the pillage of friends or foes afforded them a 
subdstence, and as soon as this mode - of supply 
failed, considered themselves free to depart, and 
without asking leave, hurried back to their homes. 
The provisions supplied by government, and con- 
tracted for by the commanders, were, as usua^ 
partly from neglect^ and partly from fraud, at once 
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^so insufficient and so bad, that it was difficult to say 
which was calculated to produce the speediest mor- 
taKty,;iheir abundance, or their failure. Destitute of 
all regular magazines, the troops must have been if 
not poisoned at least famished, but for the ipimense 
train of volunteer Tellals, or retailers, who always 
follow a Turkish camp, impede the progress of the 
army, and obstruct its retreat. When the pay of 
the soldiers runs short, these accommodating gentry 
take, in exchange for the necessaries with which 
they supply them, their arms, their accoutrements, 
and their horses. Thence, on a sudden emergency, 
half the Turkish infantry appear disarmed, qnd half 
the cavalry jiismounted. 

These disorders Mavroyehi saw, but could not 
cure. Only part of the forces at Fockshan were 
furnished from his piincipality, and he durst not 
remind the remainder by unwelcome innovations, 
that the man who had been r^sed over the heads 
of so many Turks and Moslemen, was a Yaoor and 
a Greek. When, however, on joining the camp, his 
own eyes were struck with the unwieldly .and dis- 
jointed force brought together, he felt dismayed, and 
trembled for the issue. One day, going round with 
me to ascertain the observance of some new regu- 
lations, which he found whoUy neglected, he could 
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not help bursting out, — " You know, Selim,'* cried 
he, '^ I am not a coward ; I have sometimes given 
proof of bravery, while prudence might still have 
seemed the virtue best suited to my station ; and 
if at this juncture nothing but valour was required 
to insure victory, I should feel little fear of a de- 
feat : but what can one look forward to with such 
an assemblage, and on what quality, preeminent 
on our side, can one found the least hope of advan- 
tage in the conflict ?" " On that,'' answered I, 
trying to cheer him, " which the hireling meanber 
of those admirably drilled corps of Christendom- 
fighting for a cause he understands not, and for in- 
terests to which he is a stranger, — wholly wants ; on 
that which alone, in the undisciplined gatherings of 
the Turks, often compensates for every absence of 
order, of tactics, and of subordination; on that 
which has often made the bands, led on by its 
powerful stimulus, beat double their numbers ; on 
fanaticism! on the enthusiastic intrepidity with 
which the Mussulman soldier contemns, nay courts 
in battle a d^th which he regards as the surest 
passport to eternal bliss !^ 

Somewhat revived by this speech : ^' It is sin- 
gular,'' replied M avroyeni smiling, " that a Greek 
should be the person most desirous not to see 
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Turkish fanaticism abate; most anxious not to let 
the fair-headed Northern hordes afresh plant the 
«ross on the banks of the Bosphorus. But so my 
estrange fate ordains ; and this blessing I can only 
pray the Lord in his goodness to grant !^ 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

For such a length of lime had the Supreme Vider 
remained stationary at Sophia, that Constantinople 
began loudly to murmur at his inactivity. To re- 
store the capital to good humour, Yousoof resolved 
to sacrifice a part of his army in an attempt on the 
Bannat of Temeswar. The attention of the few 
Austrian forces left in that province was however 
first to be diverted. For that purpose the com- 
mander in chief directed Mavroyeni to attack suc- 
cessively all the passes between Yalachia and Tran- 
silvania, and sent him a reinforcement of about 
four thousand fresh troops, half foot and half 
cavalry. With these, and what other troops he 
could afford to draw from the camp at Fock- 
shan, the Bey succesdvely tried his strength against 
the passes of Terzburg, of Vulcan, and of Rothen- 
turm ; but the expe^tions against these formidable 
defiles all ended alike in failures, and Mavroyeni 
now wished to give up the destructive and hopeless 
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^aXtempt. The Yisier was more confident. Having 
-crossed the Danube at Widdin, and sidrted with 
bis army the western borders of Yalachia, he re- 
newed his orders to the Prince to make, towards the 
North-easjtem comer of his province, a more vigo- 
rous assault on the still untried passes in the vicinity 
of Cronstadt ; a rich and commercial town, whither 
the fugitive Boyars had sent all their treasures for 
safety. The Bey hereupon formed at Valerii a 
iresh force, consisting of about three thousand 
Spahees, ahready broke into the business by the 
attack of the former passes, and of about; two 
thousand five hundred Amaoots and Jenissaries, 
drawn fresh from the camp at Fockshan, and con- 
sequently new in this species of warfare. Some Ger- 
man deserters frcwn the difierent passes, well ac- 
quainted with their intricacies and defence, were to 
serve as guides; and the pass of Bozan was the 
first to be attacked. 

To me had been confided the conduct of the ex- 
pedition : mine was to be the glory or the disgrace 
of the result ; and, accordingly, I determined that 
nothing should be wanting which skill or vigilance 
(I do not mention courage) could efiect to ensure 
complete success. 

On the ninth of August I sent on from Yaleni 
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six hundred Spahees, who the same day reached 
and threw themselves mto an abandoned entrench- 
ment opposite the Austrian lines. On the tenth I 
led on the principal division, composed of eight 
hundred Amaoots and twelve hundred more Spa« 
hees. We hatted within three leagues of our ad- 
vanced guard, and were joined a few hours lator 
by the remainder of the cavalry, and by all the 
infantry. Early on the eleventh our whole col- 
lective force arrived under the heights of Poru- 
Ilke^ the first object of contention. 

To secure this commanding eminence was a 
point both, essential and difficult. Gently sloping 
towards the Austrian lines, it would, on the first 
intimation of such a design, immediately have been 
occupied by a troop of horse in observation to 
their right. For the purpose of deceiting this 
corps I made our Spahees and Jenissaries advance 
leisurely under the hill, as if with the intenti(»i only 
to pass round its base, and while they eng£^ed the 
attention c^ the Austrians, our Amaoots contrived, 
in the most practicable part on the reverse of the 
eminence, to drag our artillery up to its top ; only 
halting within a few yards of the brow, and of the 
enemy^s line of sight. This manoeuvre at last 
happily achieved, I gave the signal for all the 
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columns which still were skirting the base of the 
hill, to wheel to the right, and to scramble up its 
iddes; and the moment the Austrian cavalry set 
forward in hc^s to gain its summit the first, the 
whole platform appeared, as if by magic, covered 
with our Amaoots, who forthwith opened their fire. 

At this unexpected sight the Austrians, already 
in full gallop, again suddenly stopped ; for a nioment 
looked in unutterable vexation alternately at our 
Albanians above, whom they durst not go up to, 
and at our Spahees below, who already baffled their 
pursuit; and at last again wheeled about, and, in 
despair, resmned their ori^nal position. 

It was a fine thing to behold the troops, fill then ' 
marching in the hollow, all at once, under the 
cheers of their comrades on*the hill, rush at full 
speed up its steep and rugged sides, cut their way 
through copse and briar, scale heights that seem- 
ed inaccessible, leap like goats from crag to c^ag, 
stumble, fall, rise ag£un, help or push each other on 
—the foremost serving as stepping stones to those 
behind," who in their turn, liawled up the others, — 
and this, amidst the thunder of the enemy's inces- 
sailt fire, which our troops tried to drown in their 
shouts. 

At last, with incredible labour, they overcame 
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every obstacle, vaulted on the summit of the hill,' 
and there joined and shook hands with their com- 
rades ahready occupying the ground. 

In this eligible position, commanding the Aus- 
trian ftnes in front, and screened in the rear by a 
curtain of brush wood which left the enemy equally 
unable to guess our numbers or to effect our dis- 
lodgment, we spent the night. While darkness 
lasted the atmosphere was clear, and the stars 
twinkled in the firmament with their brightest 
radiance ; but with the sun rose so dense a fog, that 
it seemed to spread an impenetrable veil before 
every object, and things became less visible in the 
morning than they had been during the night. 
Determined to avail myself of this invisibility, t 
sent our foremost Spahees — still watching as well 
as watched from their intrenchment, — ^to charge in 
flank the troop of Austnan horse, again immove- 
ably fixed to the right of the hues. 

Attacked on a side on which they thought them- 
selves secure, and prevented by the fog from dis- 
cerning the number of their asssulants, these heroes 
were seized with a sudden panic, took to flight at 
the first fire, and yielded up to my Spahees their 
advantageous position. 

Meantime I led the main body of my troops 
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down the hill. The right side of its declivity was 
screened by the continuation .of the copse through 
which my Arnaoots had penetrated, the left side by 
that of the precipice which my Jenissaries had 
scaled, and in front hung the mist, which equally 
prevented our seeing, or being seen, at ten yards 
distance. 

A pretended Austrian deserter had engaged to 
point out to us the most practicable mode of turn- 
ing the enemy's entrenchments. The fellow was 
riding by my side, but a something suspicious in 
his look and manner induced me closely to watch 
his motions. Suddenly I saw him waver, pull up 
his horse, pretend to turn aside for some purpose 
or other, and thinking he had hit his opportunity, 
dart forward, rush by me, and run away at full 
speed. 

Our approach, our numbers and our disposition 
would, thanks to his a^lity, have been announced 
to the enemy just at the critical moment. I 
immediately pursued my fugitive, and fired both 
my pistols at him: but the fog prevented my 
taking aim, or even seeing where the traitor went. 
He soon vanished out of sight. 

Little however did his deceit avail him. I scarce 
had proceeded fifty yards, ere I heard a something 
heavy tumble down the predpice, from which, as I 
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advanced, arose dismal groans. They told me the* 
fate of the double deserter. The fog had only 
saved him from being shot, to make him break hia 
neck. 

In pursuing the scoundrel, however, I had got 
on some M^y in front of my men ; and on doubling 
. a projecting crag, I all at once found myself in the 
midst of a cluster of Austrian huzzars. They had 
come out from their lines to reconnoitre, and had 
been attracted in our direction by the firing of my 
pistols,*— the only warlike sound which broke the 
silence of our march ; but had not dared to advance 
beyond the jutting rocks. 

At this rencontre I gave myself up for lost. 
Still I determined to make some little attempt at an 
escape, ere I surrendered at discretion. ^^ Friends,^ 
cried I therefore in Italian, ^^ So you heard my 
agnal ! — Assist a Christian, rid me of my turban, 
and let me have a hat.'' 

At this address all cheered me with loud huzzas, 
and every cap was waved in air. While every arm 
was thus engaged I seized my time. Already I 
could discern the tramp of our horse : suddenly I 
wheeled about, and with the speed of lightning 
gallopped back to my column. A volley of mus- 
ketry, it is true, was sent after me ; but the balls 
only whizzed about my ears : none hit my person ; 



ANASTASIUS. 335 

and the hussars, afraid to stay any longer, immedi- 
ately sheered off. 

In the midst of our march the mist all at once 
cleared up, the hidden landscape became visible, 
and, within a pistol shot of our column, rose in full 
sight before us the Austrian lines. A tremendous 
fire saluted us immediately. I only answered by 
giving the signal for the assault ; and while the body 
of Spahees, who had dislodged the enemy's cavalry, 
fell upon their lines in flank, we stormed them in 
front. 

Our Amaoots scrambled, with the help of their 
sabres, up the slope of the batteries, and our Jenis- 
saries extracted with their teeth the matches from 
the guns. The pallisades were broken down, and 
the chevaux-de-frise filled up with the slain : for 
many were the brave that fell between the &st as- 
sault and the forcing of the Enes. At last the ene- 
my^s fire began to slacken, and their numbers dimi- 
nished. A breach was made, and from all sides our 
troops poured into the entrenchments like a resist- 
less torrent But though we l)eheld heaps of kil- 
led, we found nothing alive. Tlie Austrians had 
fled with such precipitation as not even to spike the 
guns they left behind. 

On advandng to the Custom-house and other 
buildings which lay behind the now mastered forti- 
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fications, they too appeared abandoned. From thcr 
high ground which these edifices occupied the Aus- 
trians might distinctly be discerned, already at a 
considerable distance, trying to gain the narrow part 
of the defile, which separated us from the town [of 
Cronstadt. 

Harassed as we were, I still wished not to lose a 
single instant in the pursuit. We therefore continued 
to press close upon the heels of the fugitives. It is 
true that in the ravine which we were entering,, three 
hundred men in close order might with ease have 
arrested a whole army : but in the panic of the Aus- 
trians every man among them was flying singly. 
Qne troop indeed of about thirty had kept together,, 
and tried foe a moment to check our progress. It 
only succeeded to encrease the bloodshed, and was 
soon entirely cut to pieces. 

Presently, on turning some projecting ground, we 
beheld at a distance the outlet of the defile, and, at 
the now almost undoubted certainty of pushing on 
to Cronstadt without interruption, a general i^out 
of joy arose among our men. 

The only thing in the prospect which we did not 
much Uke, was a fancied appearance of some of the 
enemy till now in full retreat, slackening their pace, 
soon after to halt and face about. At first indeed ' 
we doubted the accuracy of our optics, but pre- 
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sently we no longer could help yielding to the evi- 
dence of out* senses. 

On the first intelligence which had reached Croti* 
Btadt of the danger that threatened the pass of 
Bozan, three thousand men, — nearly all the place 
contained,-^-had been dispatched to strengthen this 
important out-post. Early on its march the first 
division of these troops met the foremost of the fugi-* , 
ttvesj and learning from them that the hues had 
been evacuated, pressed on, in hopes to stop our 
progress ere we had cleared the defile. All their 
comrades whom they fell in with were forced to 
turn back with them : only they were placed in the 
rear of the new comers, in older that our e^chausted 
strength might have chiefly to contend with their 
own still undiminished vigour. 

Little indeed were we in a condition to resist a 
charge of fresh cavalry, when, from the distant 
eminence on whose brow these new troopsf first 
rose in sight, they bore down upon us with all the 
advantage of a continued declivity. Still I resolved 
to make a stand, thinking the corps a small one; but 
when, just as we had engaged with this first divi^on, 
a second, till then concealed in a hollow, appeared 
on the hillock, I felt the game was up, and noy a 
moment must be lost in making good our retreat. 

On the first symptoms of the enemy^ii rallying, I 
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had judged my harassed men in need of some ex.* 
traordinary support. With this view I infused into' 
th^oi copious draughts of courage in a liquid shape. 
It did its office ; speedily reached the heart, and 
mounted to the brain. A small party became so in- 
flamed by its inspiration with the wish immediately 
to gain heaven, that, not content to be quietly 
killed on the spot, they even climbed up a ledge of 
rocks overhanging the road, whence, — having al- 
ready arrived so much nearer their destination while 
alive, — they thought their way would be shorter 
after they had been dispatched. Situated as wp 
were, such a design was not to be discouraged. 
While this forlorn hope of self-devoted dellis con- 
trived by means of the trees, stones, &c. which they 
hurled down the precipice, to retard the progress 
of the Austrians, the rest of our troops effected in 
tolerable order their retrograde motion; and, after 
setting on fire the Contumace,' and abandoning the 
dearly purchased intrenchments, with little addi- 
tional loss regained the Valachian territory. 

Seeing that the impending night prevented the 
enemy fr(Mn pursuing us on our own ground, we 
now slackened our pace, and in a more Idsurely 
maimer proceeded back to Valeni. 

One thing very sensibly affected my troops. It was 
the losing, in tlie retreat most of the prisoners they 
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had made in the pursuit. The stoutest and most 
active had found means to recover their liberty in the 
first confusion of our flight : the wounded and the 
disabled alone had remained in oiir hands ; but these 
only impeded our march. Hdlf of theiii, however, 
had the discretion soon to die of their own accord 
by the way ; and those that seemed pei*vef sely de- 
termined to live on for lio purpose but to ^ve us 
trouble, found their proceeding of little advantage 
, to ihemselves. They were mostly submitted to the 
opei^ation of having their upper extremities severed 
from the remainder of their bodies, in order that the 
latter might encumber their captors no longer, and 
the former only be saved for the sake of the pre* 
miura. I tried,, indeed, to keep a few of the best 
looking heads fast on their shoulders ; but it was a 
business in which my men felt extremely jealous of 
my interference. " They liked,'' they said, " to 
settle it their own way. " 

We were marching on pell-mell in the dark, when, 
come to a somewhat uneven pass, we found a sad- 
dle horse tied to a tree. My Amaoots recognised 
the animal as the steed of one of their comrades, 
who had gone on ^before with a Hungarian officer 
badly wounded, whom he wished to preserve — ^not so 
much from excess of humanity, as for the sake of 
his ransom. A few yards farther on, we stumbled 
upon a man lying in the road. Him I first supposed 
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to be the Hungaiian, who, unable to keep body and 
90ul together on so rough a journey, had giyen up 
the ghost, and been left in that place, as unworthy 
of further conveyance. On examining more dosdy, 
it proved to our utter astonishment to be the Ama^ 
oot himself, quite dead, and with a deep gash in hk 
side. As to the officer, no trace of him appeared. 

The only idea which naturally suggested itself to 
my mind was that some of my Albanians bad them- 
selves dispatched their companion, for the sake of 
his envied prize : but this surmise I did not think 
it expedient to publish. The patty around me all 
were, or pretended to be convinced, that Kara Mus- 
tapha must have been murdered by his own prison* 
er ; and I wasf(»rced at last to grant that nothing 
seemed so likely to put a fellow of Kara Musta- 
pha*s size and strength off his guard, as a man half 
dead, bound hands and feet, and flung like a clothes 
bag across his horse's shouldiers.— " Nay, so proud,'' 
added I, '^ does the culprit seem to have been of 
his achievement, that he has not even taken the 
murdered man's horse to assist him in his flight, but 
has walked away on foot, leaving the animal secured, 
on pu]^x)se to tell the tale of his prowess !^ 

My Amaoots paid little attention to thb remark ; 
but, hearing something stir among the bushes, all ran 
to the spoty and found the Hungariiin, whom they 
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had supposed faraway, lying behind a tuft of trees, 
with his clothes half torn oflF; and what seemed more 
suq)rising, they found, not my suspicions but their 
own confirmed ! — ^the officer himself, when accused 
' of having killed his captor, scorning to deny the 
charge, and looking with a sort of complacency at 
the ensanguinea blade of the knife with which he 
had done the, deed, and which he still held firmly 
grasped in his hand. 

" Wretch," now cried I, indignantly, in Italian, 
" what could induce you to murder the preserver of 
your life ?^ 

" Its eold*blooded destroyer, rather call him,* 
answered the officer, in a voice almost extinct. — 
^^ Finding that I encumbered his horse, and could 
not go on foot, the miscreant wanted to strip and 
then to kill me. A cutlass still lay concealed along 
my thigh. My hands being untied to take off my 
jacket, I drew out the knife unperceived, and, while 
the ruffian leaned over me to unclasp my belt, buried 
the trusty blade in his heart ; then raised mysdf, 
and tried to mount his horse. The task exceeded 
my strength : feeling I could not acoompish it, I 
crept to these bushes, to die among them unper- 
cdved. Alas ! even this, I find, is denied me !* 

Fast as the officer's life seemed fleeting away, yet 
were the Aniaopts, in their thirst to revenge one of 
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their own body, still going to hasten its departure ; 
when I interposed, and clasping their intended victim 
in my arms, tried to avert their sullen rage. During 
his narration, I had imagined I recognised in the dy- 
ing man'^s disfigured countenance, that of an old ac* 
quaintance^ — I may say ; a sort of benefactor. I 
remembered in the days of my Ciceroneship at Pera, 
a young gentleman from Hermanstadt attached to 
the imperial mission, who had shewn me much kind«> 
ness. He was then, from his extraordinary beauty, 
called the Hungarian Apollo ; and indeed was one 
of the finest youths I ever had beheld : nor less 
brave than handsome, or less amiable than brave. 
Not that, with the manifold temptations which as* 
sailed him on all sides, he could be quoted as a per- 
fect pattern of that virtue which we chiefly prize in 
an anchorite : on the contrary, a^ a faithful biogra- 
pher of other people^s lives as well as my own, I am 
forced though sorry to acknowledge that, where a 
fine eye shot forth its keenest darts, his heart was 
but too vulnerable; that seldom on the banks of the 
Bosphorus an unknown fruit of a tender but illid( 
intercourse came to maturity, which was not at 
least laid at his door ; that the infant son of an em- 
^sadress of the highest rank,— >a child beautiful as 
an angel, — bore to the son of Herman so shocking 
^ rci^n^blance, as to make all the prudes of Pern 
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^ to blush whenever his name wte mentioned ; and 
that even one day suddenly seized, in the midst of 
all the diplomatic beaux and belles collected under 
the large plane tree of fioyook-der^,* blind-folded, 
whipped into a dose araba, whirled away no 
one knew whither, and during three whole days 
ensuing given up for lost, he had, according to 
the common report, employed that time with a 
lady of the most exalted description,-^of the 
imperial blood itself, — in a mode exceedingly 
disrespectful to the princess's far-distant hu9<- 
band, the venerable Pasha of Erzerum: but, way- 
laid as Miazinsky was by the fair sex, he only 
as it were reluctantly yielded to positive vio- 
lence, and for the sole benignant purpose of 
preventing a parcel of angeb from exposing their 
own frailty in public, and tearing out each others 
eyes; seriously bewiuled his own beauty which 
brought him into these painAiLdilemmas ; and was 
so far from confining his benevolent exertions to 
young and handsome females, that scarce an act of 
humanity or kindness of any sort took place where 
he resided, whidi, when traced to its source, was not 
lm>ught home to the blushing Hungarian, who kept 
all his other charitable actions equally secret with 
those perfcsmed in behalf of ypung ladies from fif- 
teen to fifty. 
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While, however, the youth's disoretion stood every 
test,~in so much that a lady of very great fashion 
once seriously fell out with him, apprehending he 
felt not sufficiently proud of her favors, — ^his cou- 
rage seemed on one occasion entirely to forsake him. 
It was at a gay supper with various foreigners. 
Another Jeune de langue^^-'^-ermoxis of his .more 
favourable reception in a quarter where both had 
been candidates for sweet smiles, — insidted him very 
grievously, and even went so far as to add to oppro- 
brious language, contemptuous and threatening 
gestures. Every person Iboked aghast, expecting 
to see weapons of death drawn across the very sup- 
per table, and the yet imtouched dainties all deluged 
in blood : but to the amazement of all beholders, 
the Hungarian, though reddening up to the eyes, 
continued otherwise unmoved, and made no signs of 
demanding satisfaction. I alone, who happened to 
be leaning over the back of a chur next to his own, 
knew what to think : for when a neighbour asked 
him in a whisper, how he could put up with such 
behaviour, I heard him answer under his breath, 
*' Why disturb the short pleasure of so many cheer- 
ful guests ? first let us finish this good supper, and 
then cut each others throats !" 

And so in fact it was arranged. Never did Mia- 
zinsky's antagonist digest the good cheer of that 
night. Ere the dawn arose, Miazinsky most reli- 
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gbusly killed him, begged his pardon for so doing, 
and then threw himself at his Embassador's feet, to 
relate to him the necessity he had been under of re* 
moving his jcolleague. The Baron advised him not 
to wait for his answer, — a hint which he took: but 
as he was a favourite with all the family, the 
daughters included, and had the concurring testi- 
mony of the whole supper table to his unimpeachable 
behaviour, the single life he had shortened was ex- 
cused in favor of the many in whose production he 
had been accessary ; and his pardon was, through 
dint of great interest, at last obtained. Still was he 
obliged to relinquish the diplomatic career for which 
he seemed little qualified ; but having shewn greater 
aptitude for the military profession, he failed not, in 
consequence ( f liis high character and good con- 
duct, as soon as the affair blew over, to obtain rapid 
promotion in the army^ 

Not only all these circumstances, but the person 
to whom they related, were still more distincdy im- 
pressed upon my memory. I still saw the young man 
at Pera, as he entered the Internuncio's drawing 
room — ^his fine athletic figure set off to the greatest 
advantage by his close Hungarian dress — striking 
every person present with the grace and elegance 
of his appearance, and causdng every fan to flutter 
Iike.th# leaves of the poplar tree, when there arises 
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a sudden gust of wind. I even remembered that, 
little as I was apt to envy others for their looks, I had 
once run to a large mirror, in order to compare notes 
with thedazling stranger; and though the poorcrea^ 
ture now lying naked at my feet, encrusted with dot- 
ted blood and dust,--his eyes half closed, and his 
pallid sunken features all indented with scars, — dif- 
fered most woefully in many respects from the bril- 
liant image in my mind, yet did I discern in a few 
others such strong marks of identity, that I could 
only satisfy myself by asking point blank, whether 
I beheld the Count Miazinsky, once in the Austrian 
mission at Fera. 

At these words the dying officer again opened his 
languid eyes, and looking at me earnestly, as if in 
his turn to find out who could thus recognise him 
in his present miserable condition, faintly answered, 
^^ I am he indeed: but you who ask the question, 
may I know who you are ?" 

" One," I replied, ** whom, in the number of 
those you were eager to serve, you may not recol- 
lect ; but one who cannot forget you, and would 
wish to do for your comfort what httle this dreary 
place may leave in his power !'* 

Then turning to my Amaoots, who grinned with 
impatience at the constraint imposed upon thdr 
fury. " The Prophet," exclaimed I, " has given the 
faithful the choice of making their enemies captives, 
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or of killing them on the spot; but he allows his 
followers not to begin with. the one, and to end with 
the other. To this officer his poor remnant of hfe 
had been granted. It could not be retaken from 
him. In defending it against his aggressor, he has 
only made use of his undoubted right. He had 
therefore reconquered his freedom, when again I sei- 
zed upon his person ; and on that score, he now is 
min&T-mine alone ; and whoever shall at present 
dare to attempt his life, robs me of my property, and 
shall have me to account with for the deed !^ 

The assertion was true, and the tone made its 
truth be i^espected. Proceeding to de for the offi- 
cer what little the untoward circumstances of the 
hour and place permitted, I made him swallow a few 
drops of the wine we had foimd in the house of 
Contumace. On its wetting his lips, he seemed for 
an instant to revive, and exclaimed: ^^ Alas ! It is 
my own Menesh you are giving me; that to which 
I used to treat my dearest friends. I may now drink 
it myself. Never more shall I see one to make wel- 
come to this cordial of my own growth !" — ^and in 
truth, the tranident spark of seeming amendment 
which enlivened the stranger^s countenance, was only 
9. last gleam of the extinguishing lamp. 

I wished to have stayed with him till daylight 
on the spot, or to have had him conveyed on in a 
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litter to where we meant to halt ; but the pFoposal 
to carry an infidel on Islamite shoulders, even though 
I offered to take my turn with the rest, was received 
by my proud Moslemen with such haughtiness that 
I durst not insist. All I could do for the poor Hun- 
garian was to have him laid across a baggage-mule^ 
and to walk by his side ; trying with one hand to 
steady his body, while with the other I supported 
his head. 

In this position I saw him, as we marched on, by 
degrees grow fainter and fainter. At last, on some 
ioward anxiety appearing to agitate his mind, I 
again stopped ; and — ^in order that he might be re- 
lieved of what made his fleeting soul depart in such 
sadness,— conjured him to confide to me his utmost 
thoughts and wishes. 

'* Then would you," said he at last after some 
hentation, and collecting all his remaining strength 
to speak more intelligibly, — "would you do a dying 
man one last great favor which Grod and your own 
heart alone can repay ?^' 

" Any thing in my power ;" I eagerly asi- 
^wered. 

** God bless you r replied he, — " Observe; my 
mother's address there is not time to give you. But 
knowing me, you will easily discover it. Send^ oh 
send her,— with a son^s last duty, love, and grati- 
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tuda-; — ^the account of my death, and a lock of my 
hair ; and beg of her to divide that last token,—* 
too well she knows where, and with whom !^ 

This request I pledged myself punctually to per- 
form : then tried to administer the only consola- 
tion in my power, — that of sympathy. Pressing the 
youth in my arms : " I feel,*" exclaimed I, " how 
hard it is to quit life in a strange land, fdr away 
from the endearments of parents and of friends.'^ 

^* Of these," answered the Hungarian, " I might 
have been deprived even dying nearer home ; and 
it then would have been with greater bitterness. 
Here at least I can fancy fill I miss, and the idea 
soothes my ^ul during the few yet remaining 
minutes, after which it no longer will signify where 
Miazinsky ceased to be V* 

Tears started from my eyes : they fell on the 
officer^s wan cheek. A slight pressure of his hand 
told me he felt their value, and thanked the giver 
for them. Soon however his breath almost became 
imperceptible. At last a sort of convulsive tremor 
ran through all his limbs, and again vanished. I 
examined his countenance. The moon, which had 
just risen in her full splendor, cast a bright gleam 
over his features, I saw him again open his eyes, 
and fix them upon me with an expression of grati- 
tude which his palaied lips no longer could confirm. 
He however seized the hand I held clasped. round 



sho aNastasius. 

hk waist, made a sort of feeble effort to bring it to 
his mouth, once more uttered a faint sigh, stretched 
out his limbs, and died !— ^Eternal bliss attend his 
departed spirit ! 

His poor remains I wished to have preserved en- 
tire, in order to honor their funeral with decent 
rites ; but on that subject my Amaoots were intract- 
able. Forced, therefore, to content myself with the 
ample braids of the youth's raven hair, which I 
claimed for the purpose he had specified, I let my 
Albanians dispose as they chose of the remainder 
of his person. 

After marching almost the whole night without 
interruption, we stopped just before day break to 
take a little rest. Having thus somewhat refreshed 
ourselves, we again proceeded, and towards the eve- 
ning re-entered Valeni ; — little thanked for laurels 
which, though we certainly reaped, we could not 
-carry home ; and only loaded with a few heads, 
which I would have fel< little sure of not being those 
of my own slain Amaoots, b »• ged by their com- 
panions, were it not that Moslemen warriors pru- 
dently shave their polls. Should my reader feel 
disposed to quarrel with my very minute account 
of this expedition, let him remember that I write 
prindpally for my own amusement; and to me, 
what event of the war could be so interesting as the 
afihir of Bozan, of which I was the hero ? 
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At Valeni, we soon received inteHigence that not 
only that defile, but all the other passes into Tran- 
silvania were fortified in such a way as to preclude 
all further chance of retrieving our disappointment. 
The scheme of forcing them was therefore given up, 
and soon I received orders to march all the troop 
back to Fockshan, where from all quarters fresh 
clouds seemed to be gathering. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

The Russians under Romanzow had early in this 
season retaken Yassi. The Austrians under Coburg 
had advanced to Adjoud. So far from heeding a 
Bim-bashee/ with about eighteen hundred men^ 
^hom Mavroyeni sent about the middle of October * 
to dislodge irom that place their out-posts, they still 
pushed on, and at last took possession of the town 
of Fockshan. Valachia now seemed in the utmost 
danger : the approaching winter alone suspended its 
fate. The combined armies, considering the entire 
occupation of Moldavia as progress sufficient for 
that year, went into quarters. Yassi became the 
resting place of the Russians ; Coburg stayed at 
Romano ; while we remained, not entirely at ease, 
-in our camp near Fockshan. 

On the other side of Valachia things wore not a 
mor^ favourable aspect. Youssoof Visier had, by 
his irruption in the Banat of Temeswar, successively 
elated the Empire to the highest pitch of joy, and 
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plupgied it into the deepest affliction. So sudden 
had been tl\p reduction of the province, and so 
great the terror spread by the Visier'^s success^ that 
Buda, my the Austrian' capital itself, already fan- 
cied the Turks at its gates : but a mightier hand 
than that of man mari(ed MehadieH as the ut- 
most point of Yopssoof ^s progress. Under the 
walls of that fortress the pestilential influence of a 
low marshy country, doubly envenomed by a season 
unusually wet, carried off his men in such numbers, 
that, in order to preserve a few, he was obliged 
abruptly to abandon his conquests. With the 
same speed with which he had led into the Bannat 
a numerous and exulting army, he led out of it a 
handful of troops enfeebled by disease; and was 
oompeUed, at the do^ of the year, to conclude 
with the Austrians for the three first months of 
that ensuing, a mortifying armistice. 

In the naval operaticms of the Turks a no less 
entire revolution had taken place &om unbounded 
hope to complete despondency. When, early in 
the spring of 1788, Hassan Capitan-Paaha, with 
eighteen ships of the line, twenty frigates, and gun- 
boats innumerable sailed up the Euxine to seek 
the Russian squadron near Kinbum, the whole 
empire augured from his valour and his force the 
most brilliant success. But when, as month suc- 
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ceeded month, defeat followed defeat ; — ^when first 
Hassan^s gun-boats were destroyed by Nassau in 
the Liman ; when, next, his fleet was repulsed with 
loss by Paul Jones at Gluboka ; and when, lastly, 
his entire armament was annihilated by these two 
commanders united off Kinbum,— terror and dismay 
gradually filled each Moslemin heart, all clothed 
themselves in sackcloth and ashes, and all saw the 
hand of Providence raised against the breakers of 
the peace. 

What then became the consternation of the 
faithful, when, on the seventeenth of December, 
Potemkin took the important fortress of Ockza- 
kow ! The shock produced by this event baffles all 
powers of description, — and, after a year marked by 
the imminent danger of Valachia, the loss of 
Moldavia, the destruction of the Turkish, army, 
the annihilation of the Otthoman fleet, an inglo^ 
rious armistice concluded with Austria, and a bul- 
wark of the empire lost to the Russians, calamities 
seemed destined not to cease until the race of 
Othman had been driven out of Europe. The 
populace of Constantinople, whose discontent at 
these distant defeats was still inflamed by -the 
detachments from the Visier's army which daily 
under their own eyes repassed the Bosphorus, in 
(he most shattered condition, now with as loud a 
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clamour demanded Youssoofs head^ as before they 
had demanded his appointment. 

Meanwhile, renouncing all further schemes of 
oflTensive warfare, the Visier determined to concen^ 
trate his forces as much as possible for the defence 
of the empire . itself. He sent Mavroyeni five 
thousand additional men, which, distributed between 
Ardgis, Rimnik, Brankovano, Valeni and Eimpina, 
seemed to render secure the frontier of the prind- 
pality ; and himself, during the suspension of hos- 
tilities, marched into Bessarabia. 

Already was he lifting his hand, to strike from 
this new point a blow in Moldavia, which promised 
us not only a return of security, but a renewal of 
success, when an event took place which damped 
all our hopes, and paralized aU our strength. 

This was the demise — unannounced by any pre- 
vious warning — of the Sultan Abd-ool-Hameed, 
and the accession of his nephew Selim. Without 
the smallest preparation for so great a change, this 
prince suddenly passed, on the 7th of April, 1789* 
from the confinement of the harem, to the throne of 
the Turkish despots. 

Like all young men, Selim the Third was eager to 

undo all that his predecessor had done ; and scarce 

had his beard attained a fortnight^s growth,* when 

the two chief favorites of his uncle, Youssoof and 
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Hassan, were suddenly removed from thek exalted 
situations. Some difference, howeyer, marked the 
manner. Hassan'^s age, his long services, and his 
former successes, still inspired for the veteran hero 
a sort of habitual veneration which the new 
monarch durst not wholly disregard. His disfgrace 
was disguised under the semblance of a new favor. 
While the Capitana Bey Geretlu Hussem stepped 
into his place of High Admiral, he rose to that of 
Beglier-bey of Roumili : but, not only was he re< 
moved from what seemed his proper element ; he 
was commanded to march as Seraskier of the army 
of Bessarabia, and to recover the lost fortress of 
Ockzakow. Youssoof, less rooted in the affections 
of the nation, received a more unqualified dismissal. 
From the rank of supreme Visier he was degraded 
to that of Pasha of Widdin ; while, the more to 
envenom the sting, the governor of that city, his 
inveterate enemy, was raised in his place to the 
supreme Visirate. This new commander in chief 
bore the sirname of D^naze, or the dead, from the 
state which his extreme ill health made him seem 
fast approaching. 

As to Mavroyeni, he experioKed not any imme* 
diate change in his situation. While danger was 
rife and energy required, he could not be spared ; 
but the faU of his patron kt loose all the f<xrked 
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tdligues of envy, and a store of accusations was Imd 
in, to be preferred against him at the first favorable 
opportunity. In fact, there was not a crime or an 
error which his enemies did not lay to his charge. 
He had mismanaged matters of which ministers 
never gave him the direction^ embezzled sums 
which the treasury never sent, and cut off heads, 
not even for a moment absent from the shoulders 
of their legitimate owners. Indeed, if truth lies 
between the two extremes, he might be proved to 
have been a perfect character, from labouring at 
the same dime under the most opposite atid incom^ 
patible charges : for he was at once rapacious and 
profuse, timid and foolhardy, precipitate and dila- 
tcay, too lenient and too severe, a bigot and an 
infidel. But if, therefore, it seemed not so easy to 
determine in what precisely consisted his guilt, it 
was not the less evident that the punishment was 
quite decided upon, and would be inflicted as soon 
as the sentence, already pronounced m pdto^ 
oould safely be executed. Of this circumstance 
Mavroyeni himself appeared fiilly sensible : and as 
in every Greek who departed from Bucharest he 
behdd an informs going to give fresh evidence 
against him, so, in every Turk who armed in the 
place he saw only a messenger of his disgrace. 
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Thus ffltuated: knowing that, the instant his 
principality was lost he too must fall ; and yet hope- 
less of further supplies for its defence from the 
new Visier, rather anxious for his discomfiture 
than eager for his success, he exhausted all his 
private treasure in raising at his own expence a 
fresh body of troops, and, with what more men and 
ammunition he was able to withdraw from the 
force at Fockshan, marched to Rimnik, there to 
organise an attack to be made the same day on all 
the passes into Transilvania : hoping that, distract- 
ed by the multiplicity of points to defend, the 
enemy might in some one or other prove vulneraUe. 
He himself undertook to conduct the expedition 
against the pass of Temesch : but whether the 
Austrians were informed of his approach or only 
suspected his design, they met it by so vigorous a 
sally from their lines, that, before he could issue 
the final orders for a general attack, he was re- 
pulsed and forced back with considerable loss upon 
Gloyest. The scheme thus defeated ere it had had 
time to ripen, Mavroyeni recalled his troops from 
the Hungaria confines, and returned much dis* 
pirited to Rimnik, which henceforth he made his 
head quarters. 

At the very outset of the affair of Temesch I bad 
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been wounded in the thigh by a ball nearly spent^ 
which, grazing the bone, by degrees produced a 
painful exfoliation. Thus disabled for some time 
from serving, I left Rimnik, and returned to Bucha- 
rest, whither the Bey's own surgeon, — the only one 
in the principality who knew a shin bone from a 
drum sticky — was sent once or twice to forward my 
cure* 

In what way, soon after the minor events here 
described, Coburg and the Austrians, twice 
threatened by the Turks with annihilation^ were 
twice saved by the unexampled diligence of Su* 
warrow, who completely beat the Turks, first 
at Fockshan, next at Rimnik, — to which place 
Djenaze Visier himself had marched with all his 
forces, in hopes of saving Valachiaj— are events 
preserved from oblivion in the imperishable annals 
of general history, and which therefore I need not 
detail. Such at Rimnik was the rout of the 
Turks, notwithstanding Djenaz^, — too ill to sit 
on horseback, — held up the koran from his cdr- 
riage, and ordered the cannon to be fired on his 
own troops to prevent their retreat, that the 
whole Otthoman camp fell into the hands of the 
enemy, while the very course of the Danube be- 
came obstructed by the number of waggons and 



3to ANASTASIUS. 

oorpseis, drowtied in the Yisier^s ffight AeroBs its 
crimsoned tide . 

For a considerable time before this decisive event, 
Bucharest had been in that hopeless state-^tlot 
devoid perhaps of its pecuW luxury — ^in which 
people, regardless of a future they may never wit- 
ness, and uu'tvilling any longer to make sacrifices of 
which they may never reap the distant fruits, 
yield without further restraint to every wildest 
suggestion- of the present moment, and, induced 
by unavoidable ruin, rush with premeditated 
dioughtlessbess into all the bold merriment of 
despair; Men and women who never before had 
dared td stit disencumbered of the trammels of 
public opinion, and had measured every move- 
ment, studied every gesture, and prepared every 
look which might chance to have a witness, until 
it was become imposdble any longer to tell how 
nature had moulded them, now nesumed their 
original air, and carriage, and tone ; and now for 
the first time cast away the irksome shackles of so« 
ciety, to display their genuine native character. No 
longa* listening to prudential considerations, and 
committing to the winds all idle fears of the world, 
the i^asdUe now yielded to their temper, the coiEurse to 
thar brutality, the malignant to their spite, the covet- 
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ous to their love of raping, nay even the prudeft to 
their lon^ng for open and unconstrained gallantry^ 
I remember in particular one lady^ besieged by a 
numerous troop of admirers, whose conjugal fidelity 
seemed proof, at the first opening of the campaign^ 
against every form of blockade or of storm^ but 
whose virtue exactly kept pace with the events of 
of the war. At every check our forces met with, 
her severity was seen .to relax. Each battle lost 
removed some former scruple ; and the bulletins 
frotfx the army were the billet-doux in which her 
lovers might read their chance of success. Unap- 
proachable while YoussooTs irruption in the Bannat 
Wits the theme of every conversation : cold as 
ice during the attack upon the Transilvdnian 
passes, dhe began to relent after the afiair of Te« 
fiiesch : after the battle of Fockshan she bade her 
lovers hope ; and the defeat of Bimnik became the 
signal for h^ unconditional surrender^-^^^ She had 
not the presumption,^ she said, '^ to think that, on 
the loss of a province, that of her poor virtue could 
be of any consequence P 

Equally modest were, on the score of their char 
yactcET, most of Mavroyeni's courtiers : they deemed 
tik^ reputation full a^ little worth preserving as the 
lltdy« The most strai^t forward conduct in that 
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respect was that of the Bey^s own nephews, his Gj^am-* 
maticus and his Cameraz. These two youths agreed 
in conceiving that, on their employments leaving 
them, they might leave their employer* They only 
differed in their mode of doing it. When affairs began 
to look unpromising the Grammatic is begged to re- 
sign his ofSce ; the Cameraz, on the contrary, ex- 
pressed great indignation at his brother's baseness, 
and swore that for his part he never would ask to 
quit his benefactor. Nor did he : for he afterwards 
went without leave. If, however, some public per- 
sonages deserted the capital before the Princcf 
thought of moving, others, to compensate, staid 
quietly when he went away. I mistake: as he 
went out at one gate of the city to retire to Turkey, 
his Boyar^j went out at the other, to meet and to 
welcome the Austrians, who imrr.ediately after the 
battle of Rimnik marched to his capitaL 

For my part, though I do not desire to boast 
of my fidelity, and might have pleaded, for staying^ 
the bad grace with which — owing to my still fester- 
ing wound — I must limp in his suite, I stupidly fol- 
lowed my patron. My great fear was that of seeing 
him miserably dejected on quitting that soverdgqty 
which he had laboured so hard to obtain: but in 
this I was agreeably disappointed. After the . de- 
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pression produced by his defeats, the bustle and 
excitement of the journey rather caused in his 
spirits a sort of exhilaration. — " Who ever ascended 
a throne ?*' cried he, as we went out at the gates, 
*^ to sit at his ease ? Who, that feared for his head, 
ever accepted a Sultan'^s favors ? — come death when 
it may^ I have Uvcd to be a Prince !" 

This temper lasted until we reached the Danube* 
Arrived in sight of that noble stream, which a few 
years before he had crossed in the first bloom of 
his grandeur, and which now again he was to cross 
in the decline of his fortunes, stripped of all his 
dearly purchased honors, a fugitive and a presump- 
tive criminal, he paused, cast back a Tristful look, 
and, unable to tear himself away at once from the 
object of his life'^s long cherished schemes, refused to 
.proceed further, until informed that Coburg had 
actually entered his capital. This intelligence he 
had not long to wait for. He soon heard how the 
victors had been hailed bv the nobles of the 
country, then bade his principality adieu for ever, 
and stepped into the boat. 

Out of evil sometimes comes good. Djenaze, 
with the battle of Rimnik, also lost the Visirate : 
but being called the dead already, Selim probably 
thought it not worth while to take his life. Having 
however, in consequence of his lieutenant^s r^erses 



364 ANASTASIUS. 

and others, otmodved a surfeit of the wair« the SuU 
tan now conferred the high office vacated on Ha&* 
san our old Capitan-Pasha, whose pacific diapo^tions 
suited his sovereign's change of sentiments . Immedi* 
ately on his appointment the new commander pro- 
ceeded to the head quarters now at Schumlahy 
whither, with reviving hopes and spirits, now likewise 
went Mavroyeni, to meet his ancient master. 

It would have delighted a stoYc to see these two 
old personages, who so well understood each other, 
greet, and wag their beards together. Such, it is 
said, was their emotion on first embracing, as abso- 
lutely to force from their features of brass a few 
iron tears. None however remain to confirm the 
assertion. In fact, the Prince and the Pasha were 
all in all to each other. To Hassan, the assistance 
of Mavroyeni seemed the pledge of diplomatic auo* 
cess ; while to Mavroyeni, the support of Hassan 
seemed positively as essential as physical existence. 
But dhort, alas, was the joy ! Hassan, like Motses, 
had been destined to view from afar ooly the 
object of all his wishes, the end of all his tDils>->-A« 
long sought, and at last remotely glimmering peace. 
Fate had ordained he should not witness its con- 
summation. After a whole winter spent in arduous 
and tiresome negotiations, an armistice was only 
just i^gfSbd upOQ^ when, on the twentieth of Marob^ 



ANASTASIUS. 365 

I79O9 Ghazi Hassan, after a few hours illness, 
€inded as others do his long and brilliant career. 
His enemies were accused of having shortened his 
life ; but he was ninety when he died. 

Of Hassan, nothing now remains save his memory. 
This however will endure in all its splendor while 
the Turkish empire lasts. The single cloud"^ which 
dims the setting sun cannot produce forgetfulness 
of the many hours during which it shed its un- 
diminished radiance ! As a youth, I witnessed 
Hassan^s expedition to the Morea. More matured, 
1 fdUowed him in that to Egypt. His history, 
his achievements exerted over my destinies that 
remote but unceasing influence which the luminary 
of the world exerts ahke over all tlie living things 
of the earth, whether he directly gladdens them 
with liis aspect, or whether, lighting up* other re- 
gions, he be hidden from their view. As I beheld 
the meridian glory, so I beheld the last refulgence 
of his dazling career ; and not only while Hassan 
Uved did my fate remain indirectly linked to his 
fortunes, but even at his death did the mournful 
chill which pervaded the empire, extend its benumb- 
ing influence to my remote and narrow orbit. Of 
the bright beams which he poured forth in his 
zenith, a few had been reflected upon my humble 
person, and the kmg shadow be left at his decline, 
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involved my fate likewise in its wide extending 
darkness. 

His demise again raised the hopes and views of 
the party inclined for the war. A simple Aga of 
Rustchook was appointed his successor, merely 
because, many years before, this turbulent Moslemin 
had contrived to raise a quarrel with Prince Rep- 
nin, when that nobleman passed through his town 
as messenger of peace. Private animosity was con- 
sidered the pledge of military skill. I need scarce- 
ly add, that in pmportion as Hassan had been a 
friend to Mavroyeni, Hassan's successor thought 
himself bound to be his rancorous enemy : but 
Mavroyeni had a secret enemy, not in the least 
distrusted by him, far more dangerous than, all 
that stood confessed, — and this was himself. 

The ever present foe in question — whose coun- 
cils uniformly prevailed over those of all his friends, 
— had contrived by degrees wholly to estrange him 
from his nephew Stephan, the then Drogueman 
of the fleet ; one of those rarely seen characters 
who, averse to intrigue and cabal, only found their 
stability in office on the broad and solid basis of 
their straight- forward services; in view of these 
find their assistance equally sought by whatever 
faction rises into power; and if, from their un- 
enterprising spirit, they seldom attain th ose lofly 
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but narrow pinnacles where elevation sits in the 
lap of danger, little reck the comparative lowliness 
of the nidi s they occupy, and, while their chiefs 
constantly rise and fall, think themselves amply re- 
paid for their want of conspicuous situations^ by 
the safety they enjoy, and the clear conscience they 
preserve: and the man who, never above nor ever 
below the duties of his office, had seen Ghazi Has- 
san succeeded in the command of the navy by Hassan 
of Crete, and Hassan of Crete by Hussein the 
Georgian ; and had still under the minion of the 
Sultan as under the idol of the people, preserved 
unimpaired and unimpeached his fidelity towards his 
principals,— l:ecaiise, in order the better to watch 
the course, and to counteract the consequences of 
the intrigues carried on against his uncle, he formed 
no intrigues himself, — because he exhausted not his 
strength in idle clamour, and exasperated not his 
enemies by useless invectives, — was, by his infa- 
tuated relation, in consideration of all his good 
qualities, and in return for all his great services, 
devoted to feel the last effects of his now almost 
powerless animosity. Mavroyeni determined to em- 
ploy what little wealth and influence he still possess^ 
ed, in purchasing his nephew Stephan'^s disgrace. 
Frightened at this resolution^ the executioQ of 
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which must render inevitable the ruin of the Prince 
and of all his adherents, I went to him, and widKwt 
much cireunalocution, set forth ail the certain con- 
sequences of his rash design. But, soiired by dis- 
appointment, the Prince was become incapable of 
dispasfflonate reasoning. He was like one who, while 
ascending a predpice and onl^ looking upwards, 
has proceeded on with a collected mind and a firm 
and steady pace, but who, when again descending 
he sees the whole abyss before him, grows ^dy, 
and from the very apprehension of danger, plunges 
headlong into destruction. Offended at my bold- 
ness, but unable to refute my arguments, he only 
involved me in the ill-founded mistrust his faithful 
agent hod incurred, and answered my argum^ats 
with abuse. ** You are all villains alike," cried he, 
foaming with rage. — ** All engaged in the same plot ! 
all leagued against my life; all watching opea 
mouthed for my expeieted spoil ! " 

My breath was not wasted in useless refutaticms 
of so unmerited a reproach : but I now thought 
myself warranted to state that, if, in defiance of onn- 
mon sense and of gratitude, the Prinee, by getting 
Stej^an dismissed, chose wantonly to lead aQ his 
friends to the brink of the preci|Hce, I too sSiould 
think all obligation to stay with him at an end ; and 
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vowed that the day of his nephew's dismissid 
should be that of my own retreat: whereupon I 
abruptly left him to digest the advice, and to pro- 
fit by the threat. . 

But to no purpose ! Mavroyeni, in spite of all 
my efforts, permsted in his infatuation: and as the 
favor he requested was of that sort which his worst 
enemies were precisely the most ready to grant, he 
soon obtainedt his wish. Stephan was dismissed, 
and his office given to his rival Handgerly; an 
event which, after all that had passed, would have 
fully justified my quitting the Prince immediately : 
but I was still retained by two motives ; namely,^ a 
not yet entirdly worn out attachment to an old pa^ 
tron, unjust as he was become; and a reluctance, 
afi:er the long inactivity to which my wound had 
condemned me, to resign my commission the mo- 
ment I again was able to do my duty. 

Small, however, seemed the chance of fresh op- 
portunities. The pacific influence which for an in- 
stant was seeti to hover over the Turkish councilili, 
liad winged its way northward, and had settied per- 
manently on those of Austria. Joseph the Second, 
the author of the war, who, through his ill judged 
mode of enforcing designs salutary in themselves, 
had driven to open rebellion all his dominions from 
the Danube to the Scheld — Joseph the Second was 
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no more ! After quenching the flame he had raised, 
by cancelling at one stroke on his death-bed all 
the toilsome reforms of his whole life, he had resign- 
ed his breath under the pressure of every public 
calamity and private distress, which could embitter 
the last moments of a man replete at once with 
pride and feeling; and Leopold his brotlier and 
his successor, reluctantly transferred from the peace- 
ful banks of the Amo to all the storms that raged 
round the Imperial throne, had already infused 
among the Austrian troops a spirit so difiPerent, 
that, during the whole of the summer they con- 
tented themselves with quietly looking at the 
Turks across the Danube; when, unluckily, the 
Pacha of Widdin, — the ever restless Youssoof — 
mistook this desire of tranquillity for a proof of 
weakness, and determined with his own forces and 
those of Mavroyeni, to dislodge the enemy from his 
neighbourhood. He summoned the Bey to join him 
with his remaining troops ; and the Bey came at his 
call. 

The fourteenth of August, by Youssoof s direc- 
tion, we crossed the Danube at Widdin, and on the 
Austrian side of the river entrenched ourselves near 
the village of Ealafath, where, during several days, 
we continued to receive fresh supplies. Youssoof 
himself purposed, as soon as our intrenchments were 
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completed^ to effect his passage a little higher up the 
stream, so as to put the enemy between two fires. 
But the enemy was not quite so inactive as patiently 
to wait the execution of this scheme. On the night 
preceding the twenty-sixth of the month, the Aus- 
trians advanced unperceived ; and the dawn of the 
next day informed us of their vicinity, by the tremen- 
dous fire they opened on our lines. We immedi- 
ately returned the compliment from our own batte- 
ries, supported by the gun-boats on the river, and by 
the fortress of Widdin on the opposite bank ; and 
thus awhile kept the enemy at bay, until, with the 
view of diminishing their exposure and loss, the 
Austrians determined to close with us. Many 
hundreds were hewn down in the attempt, by the 
troops concealed within our trenches; but the 
Austrian ranks being constantly replenished, while 
ours melted away apace, they at last succeeded in 
forcing our lines, almost choaked up with the dead 
and the dying. It is true that even after their torrent 
had begun to pour in with resistless fury, Mavroy- 
eni, who on this occasion displayed a coolness equal 
to his wonted bravery, again was for a moment 
near driving them out. He had, on the first 
demonstration of the enemy's design of coming 
to close fighting, made the division I commanded, 
under favor of some high ground on our right. 
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turn the Austrians, and fall upon their rear. Thej 
imagined it to be Youssoof himself, who with all 
his force had passed the river, and was actually, 
effecting his. purpose : and had not at that very 
instant their advantage become too m)9.nifest on the 
side next to our lines, we must have remained mas- 
ters of the field of battle. 

Amidst the scene of carnage which accompanied 
our discomfiture, dare I introduce the fate of a 
flesh-ppt, which, humble as seems the object, yet 
by the vidssitudes it experienced, forms a remarka- 
ble episode in the general picture ? Time out of 
mind this capacious utensil had been the solace, the 
rallying point, the support of a most respectably 
oda' of Jenissaries. The members of this division 
were trailing away the ample vessel with all the ce- 
lerity which its unwieldy size and little pliant form 
permitted, when, as it majestically retreated in all 
its unbending sturdiness before the advancing ene- 
my, surrounded by its whole troop of ministers and 
of satellites, from the Astshee-bashee or head cook 
of the orta down to the lowest regimental scullery- 
boy, and from the largest kettle to the smallest stew- 
pan, it happened to be spied by a knot of Austrian 
hussars. With them to see was to covet. Immjs- 
diately they determined to effect its conquest ; while 
the regiment which boasted its property shewed 
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equal determination to defend to the last drop of 
its blood, what so often had sustained the life and 
renovated the vigour of its members. The conflict 
therefore was long and sanguinary : at one time the 
Austrians seemed victors, at another the Turks 
again recovered the highly prized utensil ; and not 
until the unresisting victim of the fierce contest, 
now bawled one way, now pulled the other, had 
witnessed the fall of all its Moslemin defenders, 
did it pass from the hands of the faithful into 
those of the infidels ; but with a face as round, and 
sleek, and smooth as ever; unmindful of the 
streams of blood spilt in its behalf, and little seem- 
ing to care itself who filled its ample belly, or lit the 
accustomed fire under its enormous base. 

Ye who value words more than things, look not 
with contempt upon this scene of what may pass in 
your minds for misapplied heroism. Learn that 
the very fundamental organisation of the Jenis- 
saries renders the vessel in which are cobked their 
daily rations the rallying point of each regiment ; 
the insignia whose loss casts a lasting dishonor upon 
those to whom it belonged : aiid that, provided the 
common soldier has a something of which he ccm- 
nects the defence with his individual fame, it sig- 
nifies little whether it be a copper Vessel, or a 
piece of painted silk; an eagle or a flesh pot ! 
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In our defeat my divivision tad, in consequence of 
its acting independantly, suflfered the least. I there- 
fore led it back round the village through which 
the troops retreated, to protect their re- embarking: 
but could not prevent this operation from presenting 
a scene of indescribable confusion. Hundreds of 
wretches, unable to reach the craft collected at 
some distance on the river, plunged headlong into 
the stream, and there found the death they had 
escaped in the intrenchments. The number of 
the drowned exceeded that of the slain. Several 
boats full of soldiers were sunk on the passage : 
a cannon ball went right through the barge which 
conveyed the prince; and, had it fallen half a 
second sooner, it must have ended his fate in the 
Danube: but Mavroyeni was not born to be 
drowned ! 

Having with a handful of Amaoots remained 
the very last on the hostile side of the river, I ex- 
pected to be completely cut off for want of con- 
veyance, when at some distance I perceived a 
raft moored among some rushes, which thus far 
had escaped all observation. I pointed it out to 
three or four of my best men, * and with them 
jumped upon and pushed it off. Paddling towards 
the Turkish shore we soon became a conspicuous 
mark, and were treated accordingly. Luckily the 
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current quickly carried us a good way down the 
stream, and though many balls whizzed over pur 
heads, none entered very deep into our bodies. 
The most I brought back to Turkey was a couple 
of flesh wounds. Even these, it is true, I could 
willingly have dispensed with, in spite of the 
delicious odour which the Koran asserts to exhale 
from wounds produced by infidel weapons : parti- 
cularly as the Turks shew themselves too re- 
signed to the will of providence, to bring in the 
suite of their armies men so hostile to the awards of 
fate as surgeons. 

Yousoof had set his heart on his long planned 
coup de main. The failure of our preparatory 
movements did not prevent him from attempting it 
two days after; and the only use he made of our 
defeat was to excuse his own. Th^ whole blame 
of Yousoofs discomfiture fell upon Mavroyeni, and 
a long list of complaints against the Prince reached 
the Porte from the frontier, just as Handgerly had 
been raking up in the capital theold story of the 
Seraff Petraeki, and representing Mavroyeni as 
possessed of all the treasure lost to the Sultan by 
the execution of his cashier. Blows so dire, coming 
so fast upon each other, seemed to render the 
Princess ruin inevitable. Each effort he had made 
to recover hb lost ground, had only caused him to. 
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faU another step ; and it appeared as if fate had 
been intent only to lead him bo gradually from one 
misfortune to another, as, \vithout breaking his 
{voud spirit at once, to bend it by little and little 
completely to the ground. 

Unequivocal signs of the utmost depression shew^ 
ed themselves more and more every day, athwart 
all his imsuccessful attempts to keep up his lofty 
manner. The supernatural informer with whom, 
in more prosperous days, he used to threaten 
others, he had boasted of until he himself had 
at last begun to believe in his existence, nay^ to fear 
his wrath: for, from a good genius, the familiar 
spkit seemed by degrees to have grown into an 
avenging demon, who pursued his own 'employer 
by day and by night. Filing his haggard eyes on 
Tocancy, the Prince would sometimes, as in a fit of 
saving, address the invisible fiend, beg a truce to 
his fanded persecutions, or enter into a regular 
defence of the conduct he had held in his govern- 
ment : and once, as in the middle of a numerous 
circle he was giving way to the transient somno- 
lency wliich of late firequently overpowered his 
senses, and afforded a short respite from the goad- 
ings of his mind, I felt inexpressibly dismayed at 
seeing him-^after some time moving his lips like 
one engaged in secret converse — at last start up 
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oemvulaiYely from hk seat, wildly open his eyes, 
and exclaim in ^a voice of thunder : ^^ Hellish 
S[»rit you lie ! It is not I who did it : — ^it is not I 
who burnt the bam, feigned to have been full of 
com : nor I who charged for the deserters, never 
faithless to their sovereign : nor I who buried in 
ycm lonely garden the military chest, captured in 
my dispatches by a troop of Hulans : nor I who 

poisoned the cup 

Here my outstretched hand, laid on tny patron^s 
lips, at last succeeded to stop the frightful current 
of his words. I dragged him out of the room : and 
his ghostly director, kept for shew more than use, 
but not the less anxious to follow and to hear the 
tale concluded, on finding all chance at an end, in- 
geniously colored his presence by reconunending to 
the Prince to «ay his prayers. The moment was ill 
chosen: ^^ cursed priest,'^ exclaimed the Bey, 
** how can my words hope to rise, when you see 
the vampire wings flapping oyer my head, which 
beat them down again !" 

The day after this scene I was sent for to the 
Prince's closet: he seemed then quite composed. 
** Sehm," said he, " my hour of fate approaches. 
It would be foolish to suppose that I could much 
longer avert the evil day. I therefore wish you to 
tell me with yoiur accustomed candour, which you 
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think most for my glory : to take the business into 
my own hands, and by a death that may seem the 
result of my own choice, to balk my persecutors of 
their expected triumph ; or, with a calmness and 
fortitude perhaps more difficult than a precipitate 
suicide, to await the ejcecutioner ?" 

" Sir,^ answered I gravely, " we all know that a 
king, a general, a statesman may, without the 
smallest scruple, sacrifice to a mistaken piece of 
policy, a foolish pique, or a silly point of honor, as 
many unwilling victims as the object requires. In 
the like manner we are told that even a private 
gentleman may sac^rifice a certain fraction of his 
own body, — an arm, a leg, or both, — provided it be 
to secure greater durability to the paltry parts pre- 
served. We are even assured by grave divines, that 
both potentates and private gentry maj^ make them- 
selves defunct on earth to every social duty, by be- 
coming monks or anchorets, — and be highly praised 
for the deed : but however troublesome a man's ex- 
istence may be to himself and to others ; however 
greatly his voluntary removal might oblige all the 
world ; however much his death would be a private 
and a public benefit, none dare dispose of their sum 
total of life, or remove their entire being from a worse 
to a better world. This act, which might do the 
performer much good, and could injure no one else^ 
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IS precisely deemed of all crimes the most hei-' 



nous." 
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Pshaw,'' cried Mavroyeni, " I did not call yon 
in to retail to me the common place cant either of 
Christians or Mohammedans, which latter perhaps 
would have added that, as the hour of death is written 
on our foreheads, we are not able to hasten it. I sent 
to consult you, as being neither the one nor the other; 
but a. plain spoken* sensible fellow^ honest enough 
to tell me which of the two methods I have left to 
choose betwixt, would figure best inhistory. Ancient 
heroes have been praised for dying without the least 
necessity ; modern worthies for resigning themselves 
to live without the smallest hopes : and I cannot 
make up my mind to which will look best in the 
eyes of the world !" 

« To , live, beyond all doubt !" cried I,— «' The 
living every where figure better than the dead i 
Besides, it is the fashion of the country, which no 
one should despise. People will only suspect some 
low born rascal, or some low bred disease of having 
envied you the honor of the Sultan's bow string ; 
and the witnesses of your heroism may only be 
hanged as the authors of your death !" 

Mavroyeni still preserved a lurking love for life. 
Not only he resigned himself to the remnant left 
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him ; but in order to render that remnant more se- 
cure, he even determined to remove it out of Yous- 
sooPs reach. 

Again was I going to accompany my patron. 
He had indeed forfeited all claims upon the loyalty 
of his adherents, by his wanton perverseness in en- 
ereasing their dangers : but still it went against me 
to leave him in his fallen state. So far, however, 
from appearing thankful for this devotion, he now, 
to my utter astonishment, began to consider it as 
an importunity : '^ He had seen me,'' he said, 
**much distinguished by Youssoof : he knew I was 
his ppy ; and the only service I still could render a 
once kind and indulgent master, was to withdraw 
for ever from his presence !" 

The opportunity which I had wished for of distin- 
guishing myself once more ere I left the Prince and 
the army, and of jeaming among men an honora* 
ble name, I had found at Ealafath. When, there- 
fore, I found the reproaches for not departing ac- 
cording to my promise daily repeated by the Prince, 
I resolved at last to go. Watching a moment of 
comparative serenity in Mavroyeni's temper, I en- 
tered his chamber, kissed his hand> and begged Im 
commands for the capital. 

At these words he turned pale; and looked as 
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much aghast as if t][iere never had been any que&doa 
of my leaving him. 

*^ Sir," said I, " did you not yourself, only yes- 
terday, upbraid me for staying ?*' 

*^ Ah,** cried he, *^ could you then take at his word, 
a man driven by his misfortunes out of his senses i^' 
Then, rising from his seat, and ^dly pacing the 
room : — " My affairs must be desperate indeed,** 
continued he, " since it is come to this!" but again 
sitting down, as if ashamed of betraying so much 
weakness, " No !" exclaimed he in a calmer tone, 
" the Sultan knows all that I have done for the em* 
pire ; he cannot desire my annihilation !" 

I tried to confirm the Bey in this more soothing 
idea, and fancied he had recovered some tranquillity, 
when again he broke out with more violence than 
before. *^ It is useless,'* he cried, ** atiy longer to 
conceal from you my state. A dreadful gloom op- 
presses my soul. Unceasingly spectres of all descrip^ 
tions hover around me : they assume every most 
frightful shape. At this very moment one — two- 
three — a whole host, whisper in my ear every dire 
and dreadful presage !" 

** And is there among them no angel of light,^ 
cried I, " to tell your highness, that, by speeding 
to the capital, I may perhaps retrieve your fortunes ? 
You know, sir, my ancient intimacy with young 
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Mavrocordato ; his influence with hi» father; the 
relationship of that father with Handgerly ; his 
connection, through his son, with the Souzzos ; his 
riches, his sway, his ambition. Long has he as- 
pired at the principality, and some compromise might 
be made by which his interest and his fortune should 
be employed to secure your life, on condition of 
your ceding to him, on the return of peace, all your 
ckums upon Valachia.'^ 

This expedient was but a straw : the falling Prince 
caught at it greedily ; and now pressed me himself 
to go, in order to put the scheme into execution. 
After sending for me but the week before, in order to 
discuss the propriety of seeking death by his own 
hands, he now conjured me to do all I could to save 
his life. 

Yet, when I came to bid him farewell, he hardly 
would permit me to depart. Laying on my hand 
his cold and clammy palm, " Selim, Selim,^' cried 
he, as if oppressed with anguish, " you, who have 
known me from your youth ; who have ever found 
me indulgent and kind, save when you rejected my 
kindness ; over whom I ever kept a watchful eye, 
even when you thought I had justly abandoned you ; 
henceforth, make me the only return in your power: 
Allow not those things to be ' imputed to my weak- 
ness, which were only the result of my necessities. 
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When my conduct in my principality is canvassed, 
recall to mind my means. What I have done, say 
with what I did it : and when the rest of the world 
shall unite to condemn me, remember your ancient 
patron, and dare to defend his memory." 

I felt moved, and was on the point of giving up 
the journey. But what good could my stay produce ? 
I therefore gently disembarrassed my hand from the 
Bey V almost convulsive grasp, and said : " I was sure 
I still should see him triumph over all his enemies." 

" It shall be," replied he, a little calmer, " as 
Heaven ordains. To myself my warning spirit 
whispers: my days draw to their close. Go thou and 
prosper !'' 

I went; — but prospered not ! 

Mavroyeni, though he immediately quitted the 
vidnity of Widdin, removed not to a great distance. 
His first station was Arvanito-Chori, a mean village: 
but, constantly shifting his quarters from one place' 
to another, as if to elude pursuit, he still kept ho- 
vering oyer the borders of his principality, like the 
moth, which with wings already singed still flies 
round the candle, but at every circle narrows more 
and more its orbit, until it pitches on the spot 
marked for its final exit. 

To Mavroyeni this spot was Bella. There it was 
that suddenly appeared before the Bey, no longer a 
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mere airy phantom, but the Capklgee of flesh and 
blood, commissioned to confer upon him thepalm of 
martyrdom.'^ Mavroyeni had kept in reserve, Trhen 
all other means should fiul, an expedient on Tfhieh 
he placed implidt reliance. *' My firm conviction,** 
said he to the Sultan'^s messenger, ^^ has always 
been that a good Christian must be a bad subject. 
For how can he shew zeal for his sovereign and his 
country, whose religion enjoins entire detachnu»it 
from tliis nether world .'^ I therefore have long 
inwardly bowed to the truth of Islamism ; and now 
only wish publicly to embrace its holy law, and to 
be numbered among the faithful. 

Upon this, the Prince took &om his bosom a small 
Koran, which he carried on purpose, kissed it de- 
voutly, and desired to make his profession of faith. 
Such a request even a Capidgee durst not deny him : 
he was suffered to perform at his full leisure his 
orisons, his genuflections, and his ablutions. Only 
when all was concluded, the Capidgee expressed his 
satisfaction that he now was enabled to send to 
Heaven so sincere a believer. 

What could be done ? No enthusiastic mob here 
pressed around to take under its protection a young 
and pitied neophyte. Before the hoary sinner stood 
no one but his cold-blooded executioner, intent only 
upon the performance of his office. Seeing all further 
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subterfuge therefore useless, Mavroyeni at last armed 
himself with resolution, and determined quietly to 
submit to his fate. Yet could he not, as he knelt 
down, help exclaiming: ^'I deserve not this, Kt 
least from my sovereign ! May he, in his wide ex^ 
tended realms, find a Greek more faithful!" He 
aald no more, uncovered his neck, suffered the fatal 
bow-string to be fastened round his threat ;— -and (e\\ 
a corpse. 
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CHAPTER Xyi, 

If my destinies never enabled me to shine forth, 
like the rarer suns of the creation, with any inhe- 
rent splendor of my own ; if my vagrant disposition 
never allowed me even to reflect with steadiness the 
borrowed lustre of a regular satellite; if at all 
times I rather In my desultory rambles resembled 
the erratic comet, either so near some nobler orb as 
to be lost in its blaze, or so remote.fi*om every star 
in the firmament as to be abandoned to its own 
native obscurity, still had I thus far in my career 
at least at distant intervals shone with some Uttle 
radiance derived from the reflection of loftier names : 
but this resource now ceases ; this, passport to public 
notice henceforth is denied me. Hassan and Mav- 
royeni already are no more ; and if Youssoof, 
by concluding the war he kindled, still claims a 
page in history^s weightier volume, he no longer 
comes within the compass of this desultory sketch. 
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Nor will other luminaries arise to succeed these 
setting stars. Whatever instruments of great dianges 
or workers of great mischief may still appear^ will 
move in an orbit so distant from mj reader s view, 
as scarcely to preserve in his eyjes any impressive 
size. Henceforth I ^lall constantly have to thrust 
my own insignificant person foremost on the stage ; 
and to draw from my own common place vicissitudes 
aione, all my me^ns of interesting or attaching 
my readers. 

Nor is the want of great names, in whose radianco 
t6 walk| and on whose loftiness to raise my little sta- 
ture, the only growing disadvantage of these pages. 
The humbler person on whom henceforth exdur 
siveiy devolves the task of occupying the reader'^s 
attention, must .even be resigned to lose, as the 
work advances, what little brilliancy might ditts far 
inbeie in himself, as well as the brighter light whiqh 
he was enabled to cast aroui^d him by reflection. He 
no longer can expect to retain that power c^ exciting 
theinterest, orof obtaining the favor or the forgiveness 
of the world, which might have been hoped for in the 
earlier chapters of this confession. In these the 
discourse was concerning a raw stripling, — a youth 
hurried away by the restlessness oE his incipient 
being: and the immaturity of addiescmce, 93 it 
enhances the merit of what is good, ao it Eposes 
to view with indidgence what la Deprehensiible. Of 
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the faults of a boy, the greater number are ascribed 
to his newness in the world, to his not yet being 
initiated in its manifold mysteries, to his not yet 
distrusting its older and warier tenants. The 
graces of youth secure the lenience of more advanced 
age : but that happy era, that period of delightful 
dreams once gone by, no more mercy must be 
looked for. Every action is considered as the re- 
sult of a character formed, of a deliberate will. It is 
scanned with minuteness, and it is judged with 
severity. If it betray the smallest error, not only 
the deed is condemned, but the author is pursued 
by man's implacable hatred. ^^ Of one so confirmed 
in ^vil, an example is all that can be madef' ex- 
claims an unforgiving world ; and where the Anas- 
tasius of sixteen might have obtained a full and 
unqualified pardon for his transgressions, the Anas- 
tasius of twenty-eight must expect to meet with all 
the rigor of unmodified justice. 

If therefore I only wrote for others, here is the 
"place where I would lay down my pen : but I write 
for myself— and I proceed ! Tlfe very incidents 
which, more confined to jny own individual self, 
may have less merit in the eyes of strangers, axe 
those which my mind oftener recalls, and dwells 
upon with most pleasure. 

^' The more: haste, the less speed,^ says the pro- 
verb; and the proverb speaks true. So anxious was 
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I, on feaving Widdin, to get to gtambool, that my 
burrj forced me to stop short in the middle of 
of my race. Still weak qh setting out, and un- 
provided with Mohammed^s angel wings to screen 
me on the road from a scorching sun, I was over- 
come by heat and fatigue early on the journey, and 
fell ill at Bourgas. What I hated more than Jews do 
pork and gunpowder, — attendants and gallipots,-^- 
now again beset me. Wholly defenceless, I was as- 
sailed by half a dozen physicians and nurses at once. 
They took forcible possession of my apartment, and 
waged over my body as fierce a contest as ever did 
the Greeks and the Trojans over that of Patroclus, 
In truth, this was lucky ; for my safety only lay ia 
numbers. The sons of iGsciilapius and the daughters 
of Hygeia neutralized each others sinister inten- 
tions ; and I escaped, like a small district wedged 
in between greata: powers, which owes its preserva- 
ti(m to their rivalship. In the midst of the first 
tranquil slumber which I had enjoyed since my 
malady, I was awakened by the stray blows that 
fell firom the hands of the two trusty persons hired 
to watch by my bed, as they were engaged across 
my pillow in a scuffle for my purse. Each tried 
to gloss over his own oondud;, by accusing the other 
of having come to murder me. 
^ Fresh from witnessing events of some importance. 
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it was during my coinralescence that I first be- 
tiiought myself of relieving its tedium by writing 
my memoirs. ** They must," — thought I, — ^^ if 
consonant to truth, speak too ill of their author, 
not to be sure of finding readers ;" and though I did 
not execute my intention at the time, that idea has 
chiefly encouraged me to do so at the present period, 
lam not even certain whether, — though wishing ne- 
ver to deviate from the most scrupulous veracity,— 
I have not sometimes, out of respect for the public 
taste, made myself somewhat worse than the world 
gave ine credit for being in my very worst days. If 
any of my readers should entertain a suspicion of that 
ibrt,. I leave it to his own discretion to adopt or to 
reject it : — I shall quarrel with hitn for neither. 

When sufficiently recovered, I proceeded to the 
capital and visited the Fanar ; but no longer, as I 
had intended, to make interest for Mavroyeni. His 
dires in this world were over ere I quitted Bourgas; 
and I had no other object but to afford my friends and 
weH-wishers an opportunity of realizing the warm pro* 
temcfns lavished upon me at my departuie for Yala* 
chia* It would be unfair to say they were wholly 
deni^ or forgotten. One person, whom I reminded 
df his promises, observed that he had pledged himself 
in much stronger terms than those I quoted : — ^bnt 
to wljom? To one gcmgtxyym Mavioyem in the 



ANASTASIUS. S9l 

I^nitude of his power. ^^ Now, prove ydiffseff a€ 

this present speaking to be that man :^ he added^ 
" and you shall find me staunch to my word.*" I 
applauded the frankness of this answer. Th^r^ 
was a delicacy in not wishmg to wheedle me by' 
empty words out of an esteem, which my firiend 
was resolved not to deserve by his actions. 

The filth of the Fanar now displayed to me all 
its lustre : it was like the contents of a sewer, when, 
dirough a chink in the vault, the sun darts its beams 
fuU upon their unsightly stream ; and much did the 
nauseous spectacle increase my veneration for the 
wisdom of the Turks? "Sensible, sagacious, pro- 
fi^und people," thought I, " how much your judges 
inent is to be admired, in simplifying, as you do, 
$3i your dealings with the Greeks ! Tight as 
y6ti may fancy your grasp, stiU, if alter catdiing 
those serpents, you only allowed them an instant to 
turn libout in your hands, they would infallibly 
slip through your fingers, dart back into th^f 
natdve Ame, and elude your sharpest seaiidi^ 
Were you to employ with that deceitful race the sldfW 
itod circumspect mode^ of judicial proceeding whi<^ 
&e si^ueamishness of Christendom thinks necessary 
iti flibse matters, your indolence, your credulity-^ 
your bbhhtmtilf^ if I may call it so— « would never get 
ihe better di th^ arlifl^ and subt^rfiiges : yoti 
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would never be able to follow and to lay hold of them 
in their endless turnings and windings ; and with 
the moral certainty of being imposed upon by 
every individual of that wily nation, you must sub. 
mit to be cheated out of every para of jour pro- 
perty, and put of every inch of your estates, with- 
out being able to bring a lungle aoe even of your 
most barefaced plunderers to justice. But, wise 
and judicious people ! far more securely do you ga 
to work. In your fiscal administration you scorn 
those innumerable offices, and checks, and verificst- 
tions, which, in each empire in Christendom, for 
every ten individuals directly engaged in collecting 
the revenue, employ twenty others to watch those 
ten, and thus consume half the income of the 
s»tate in the collecting of the other half. In the 
same way in your judicial proceedings you wave 
those endless forms, and ministers, and tribunals ; 
those interminable interrogatories, and scrutinies, 
and confrontations, which, in e ich state in Europe 
busy half the population al)out the rights and mis- 
demeanors of the other half, let nine offenders out 
of ten escape, and often only inflict on the tenth a 
tardy and inadequate punishment. Exercising the 
vengeance of the law so rapidly that sometimes: 
you mistake the innocent for the guilty, you are 
^ways sure at least of attaining one great aim of 
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penal justice, that of striking the mind with a salu- 
tary terror. Making an implicit submission to your 
most arbitrary sentences the express condition of 
every app intment in your state, you never fear 
that your agent may escape your clutches by some 
quirk or quibble of the law. Sure not to lose the 
smallest particb of your prerogatives by w^ting ; 
— aware that, whatever your representative accumu- 
lates during any given period, you still in the end may 
claim i — regarding each officer of the state only in 
the light of one of the smaller and more numerous 
reservoirs, distributed on more distant points to 
collect at first hand the produce of dews, and 
drip, and rills, ere the collective mass be poured 
into the single greater central bason of the Sultanas 
treasury, you give yourselves no trouble to check the 
dishonesty of your agent, or to prevent his pecula- 
tions. You rather for awhile connive at, and favor, 
and lend your own authority to his exactions, which 
will enable you, when afterwards you squeeze him 
out, to combine greater profit with a more signal 
shew of justice. In permitting a temporary defalca- 
tion from your treasury, you consider yourselves as 
only lending out your capital at more usurious inter- 
esti Nine long years, while your work is done for you 
gratuitously, you feign to sleep, and the tenth you 
^wake from your deceitful trance ; like the roused 
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lion you look round where grazes the fattest prey, 
stretch your ample daw, crush your devoted tie- 
tim, and make every drop of his bkxx], so kng 
withheld from your appetite, at last flow into the 
capacious bowels of your insatiable hazn^ ! 

But the more I admired the system, as a mere 
mdifferent spectator, the less I felt inclined tb 
illustrate its principles by my own example. Hav- 
ing already with such infinite toil and danger — at 
the cost of my repose and my health — devoted so 
great a portion of that life that fleets away so fast, 
to climbing the rugged and slippery path of dis- 
tinction, in order every time I thought I had 
attained a certain height only again to slide back 
to the point from whence I first started, I deter- 
mined no longer to sacrifice to the same thankless 
task what still might remain mine of health and of 
vigour. Instead of the v£un sound of tides and thl 
unsubstantial advantages of rank, I determined to 
seek the more lasting and more tangible prerogtt^ 
tives of a well filled purse, and by the laudabk 
thirst for solid gold to drive out of my mind the 
depraved appetite for mere unsubstantial fattK^ 
** The way to honors," cried I in my new spe- 
cies of enthusiasm, *^ is a steep and narrow path, 
where few can rise abreast, and those that kH&lf 
only try to push down and to pass by the feremofi^ 
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it is a path which can only be ascended by arduous 
and abrupt leaps; while at every higher step 
the risk of stumbling and being dashed to pieces 
increases in a tenfold ratio. It is a path where 
distances ever deceive ; and what from below ap- 
peared the highest summit, when attained, only 
is found the base of still loftier crags, bearing fruiti^ 
still more empty and bitter to the taste ! " But 
the way to wealth,^ exclaimed I, " is a wide ac- 
divity, accessible to all without danger or fatigue: 
it is a road along which you may to a nicety calcu- 
late the progress made and the chance of further 
progress ; where success depends not on the caprice 
and favor of patrons, but on the exertions of the ' 
wayfarer himself; where, as his way proceeds, he 
rests on a wider and more solid foundation, finds 
greater helps still to rise on, and yet needs them 
less ; it is a road, in fine, along which such fruits 
only are gathered, as purchase or comprehend all 
the tangible bles^gs which man values here below !^ 
In this new view of things, I soon laid down my 
plan of future conduct. While in Valachia Maw 
loyeni made his harvest, I had been gleaning in 
his suite^ F(»rmerly, in my soberest moods, I would 
haSre hastened to get rid at least of half my ready 
cash, and contented myself with leaving the other 
half sb^Iy to beget a puny progeny. But this 
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suited not my present temper. Each of my thousands 
was in time to grow to a million ; and with millions 
in question, the difference of one half seemed too 
great to trifle with. 

Now therefore behold Selim — the gay, the ex- 
travagant, the dissipated Selim, all at once trans- 
formed into a plodding financier ; as much on the 
watch to turn a para/ as formerly he had been 
on the alert for every means to spend his purses ; 
carefully calculatmg the interest of each incom- 
ing piastre, and deeply groaning after each outgoing 
aspre: no longer only seeking to dispose of his 
capital in the way which should give the least 
trouble, but racking his brains to place his funds 
in the mode best fitted to secure that grand deside- 
ratum — that sort of philosopher's stone — perfect 
security, combined with exorbitant interest : no 
longer enquiring, when introduced to a stranger, 
whether he was a pleasant companion, but whether 
he passed for a man of substance, orderly in his 
affairs and punctual in his payments; lamenting 
the insecurity of investments, the badness of the 
times, and the high price of provisions; voting 
servants a pest ; looking with pity on the extrava- 
gant youths of the age, who preferred gold lace en 
their backs to gold pieces in their girdle ; lending 
them money at fifty per-cent out of pure cbari^ ; 
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wondering how any body could seek, in his attire and 
equipage, the short lived merits of novelty and 
fashion, rather than the lasting recommendations of 
costing little, and wearing well, and, — strange to 
tell — as proud of a cautious demure look, a smug 
jacket without binding, and a single half starved 
waiting-boy, as ever he had been of a giddy hair 
brained manner, clothes stiff with embroidery, and 
insolent pampered servants, more supercilious than 
their master. 

In a cool sedate reflective person, so entire a 
change of tastes and of behaviour, I suppose, could 
not have taken place so suddenly. It could only 
have been the work of time, and would have dis- 
played a graduated progress. But I possessed not 
that even temperature of mind which steers clear of 
extremes : I never could do any thing in modera- 
tion. However different might become the object 
of pursuit, the ardour of the chace with me still 
remained the same ; and the greater the impetus 
with which I had rushed on in any direction, the 
^Stronger, when I met with a check, became the 
recoil in the opposite direction. My soul fired at 
therecent instances I had witnessed inMavrocordato 
and others, of immense fortunes made in trade; 
and, already in love with wealth on its own account, 
I doubly reverenced it in view of the power obtain^ 
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iJble through its ioiuence: for ambitioQ would 
never leave me entirely quiet ; but when it was 
turned out of doors, it stole in at the window, and 
mixed its persuasions with the other motives that 
determined me to become in spite of every obstacle 
a first-rate merchant. So fast galloped my im- 
agination, that already I saw myself standing with 
one leg in Cashmere and with the other in St 
Domingo, with the right hand loading hemp at 
St. Petersburg and with the left gold and negroes 
on the Guinea coast ; and covering with my ves- 
sds at once the Atlantic and the Mediterranean, the 
Euxine and the South Sea. — I had gemus ; I could, 
if I chose, force perseverance ; and the only trifles 
wanted were capital, credit, and correspondents. 

Providence had just kept in store for me the only 
person ready to hold all these at my disposal on the 
shortest notice. I found every t^ing needful in an 
old Moslemin, grown enormously rich through 
nothing but his undeviating perseverance to do i^ 
that, by common calculation, ought to have reduced 
him to beggary. In the true spirit of predestination, 
WeUd maintained that no mode of conducst ^ ixh 
fallibly begot ill-luck as caution. It manifested 
mistrust," he said, "in the ways of Providence; 
and one single pious cgaculalion at the outset of an 
enterprise, was worths the calculations of worldly 
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wisdom.^ Indeed, Welid Wgbt quote his i(rtiole 
life in prodT of tl^s doctrine. 

But, to go no further back in the recapitulation 
than the instances of the last twelvemonth :— th^e forte 
had sent away for riotous behaviour the SGlayoi^ia;ns 
who do the garden work about Constantinofde, just 
at that period o£ the spring when the setting fruits 
require constant irrigation. AU Welid^s neighbours 
stndned every nerve to supply the deficiency, while 
Wetid alone saw his oranges, his citrcNOs, his pump- 
kins, and his pasteques droop, wholly unmoved; 
and aaly ^[daimed, ^^ God is great !^' '— What 
was the consequence P The sky, usually of I»as8 in 
that season, all at once opened its sluices and ma(5^ 
Welid^s agrumif on the very brink of annihilaljoQ, 
jqeld a double crop. 

Again : the unusual rains, in the hottest mont^ 
of the year, had produced a dreadful plague. 
Most of WeUd^s friends todk some precautions 
against the infection, while, Welid alone seemed by 
preference to go whe^re the malady was cifest^ and 
only repeated, " CJod is great !" — What ensued? 
Not a finger of Welid^s adied aU the time, but 
he became heir to every one of his relations who 
liad evinced more prudence. 

And again: the dampness of the summer was 
followed by an autumn so dry, that every night 
saw Constantinofde disturbed by some dre^ul 
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Conflagration. Several of Welid^s acquaintance 
therefore watched their premises^ while Welid 
heard the cry of yanguen-var* in his very yard, 
without saying any thing but " God is great !" — 
How did the business end ? Wendy's house indeed 
was burnt to the ground ; but the falling walls dis- 
coved a deposit of gold and jewels, sufficient to 
build a score of palaces. 

What therefore could be more natural than for 
Welid to infer, that the more imprudences he com- 
mitted, the less he could fail to prosper. Nor 
did he lack examples of the mischiefs arising from 
a more wary conduct; for, not to mention his 
own brother, who, with a sincere and heart-felt 
wish for wealth, had, from the mere apprehension of 
making a bad hit, never made a good one ; nor his 
nephew, who, grudging a servant^s wages, had, in 
his loneliness, been murdered by a band of robbers} 
nor his cousin^ who, to save his old vessel a scour^ 
ing, had sold his gold for brass, — what but Emin's 
resorting to medicine, in a malady from^ which he 
might have recovered, had made him take a deadly 
poison ? What but Talib's feai* of a pursuing foe 
had caused him to fall into a torrent, and be 
drowned ? And what but Nasser's inventing . a 
most ingenious trap for thieves, had kept him con- 
fined by the leg in his own fetters, until he died of 
hunger amidst all his dearly purchased treasure.^ 
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The vast fortune which Welid had, by his impru- 
dence, acquired, I advised him to employ in some 
grand speculation, and to make me his partner in it. 
Others might not have thought me the fittest person 
for a commercial associate, but I repeated Allah- 
kierim^ until Welid committed all his affairs to my 
management. We went, he, his son, and myself, to 
Smyrna, there freighted a vessel with cotton, and re- 
solved to carry our merchandize to Marseilles, where 
we could not fail to find a good market. As I con- 
tributed but little toward the purchase, my portion 
was to be but small in the profits : this however re- 
mained a tacit clause between us, too well understood 
to be expressed. No regular account, no legal vouch- 
ers, no memorandum whatever in writing was drawn 
up of our respective shares. Welid was not a man to 
trouble himself about such formalities. ^' Each 
knew his own,^ he said, ^^ and that was enough.^ 

In one respect, however, he shewed an mvindble 
obstiiuu^y. He had taken it into his head it would 
be manifesting his trust in Providence, to hire the 
first vessel he should meet with. This happened to 
be precisely the oldest £uid craziest concern in the 
harbour ; a thing on the eve of hemg broken up, as 
unfit for service. The circumstance, however, so 
far from deterring, only confirmed Welid in his pur- 
pose* He thought it a most fortunate opportunity 
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of signalizmg bis reiiance on heavoi ; and no en- 
treaty or rononstmnce could ootdd make him desist 
firom fraghting this miserable wreck, in preference 
to a dozen stout vessels disengaged. He would not 
even insure. It was flying in the face of Provi- 
d^ce, and almost as bad as atheism or blasphemy ; 
so that, unable to persuade my partner, I had insu- 
nusite made in my own name on the whole cargo. 

We now set sail. Hardly had we got into the 
latitude of Ohio, when Welid^i son, — as hale a boy 
to all appearance as ever was seen, — suddenly fell 
ill, and died. Our crew, chiefly Provencals, doubted 
not his being a victim to the plague, which bad be- 
gun to sjnread in Smjrma; and they became almost 
petrified with terror. Welid himself, though he had 
appeared fond of his child while alive, shed not a 
tteor on his death, bore his loss with his inherent apsr 
thy, and only as usual exdaimed, ^^ God is great!'' 
I felt so angry with him f(»r his insensibility, that I 
kXDged to see him go to the diades after his boy ! 

There was nothing to hinder me from realising 
that wish myself. The sailors xinly wondered4hat 
so infirm an old man as Welid,— afler having as 
it were sat open-mouthed to inhale a contagion, 
whfdi had snatched away a robust youth in a t wink- 
Ung,T— should still continue to breathe: tsod my 
put^ an end to a ibmg so out of aU rule as my 
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partner^s escaping on this opcasiou his ahnost ine- 
vitable fate, seemedi hut a just return for his having 
exposed all our lives in a rotten vesseL Indeed, it 
was a proceeding which, in my situation, few of my 
farmer acquaintances would have considered as any 
thing more than a fair retaliation, or would h§ve hesi-* 
4ated to acoompUsh forthwith ; even though it must 
have entailed upon them all the encumbrance of re^ 
maining sole possessors of the cargo. Yet, unac* 
countable as it may seem, and scarcely justifiable in 
the eyes of many, I did nothing to get rid of old 
Welid: but suffered him to live on unmolested. It is 
true, that, scarcely bad his son breathed his last, than 
there aros^ a storm, of which the very first blast 
shivered our firail bark to splinters. It made twelve 
fine young sailors and their captain go, to the bo(>- 
tom, indeed, but spared Welid and me ; and as the 
cargo was now lost at all events, I determined to atonp 
for whatever evil thought might, without my leave, 
have risen in my breast respecting it, by doing my 
best to save my partner, 1 lugged him after me on 
a broken beam ; and, as it had not required an out 
of the wpy rough sea to make m end of our cr^y 
ship, this fragment supported its load, until the 
imd and ciMTent carried us adiore on the mghbour- 
iog coast of §amo& 
Welidi who bad oply i^uffered himself to he 
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saved, like one of his bales of cotton, without 
making a poative resistance, experienced on this 
rather trying occasion so little extraordinary wear 
and tear of body or mind, that, weak and old as 
he was, he still brought ashore strength enough to 
cry out with great satisfaction on the loss of his 
cargo, as he had done on that of his child : ^^ God 
is great r While I, on whom had fallen all the 
weight of exertion, could not have supported mv • 
self another minute. 

Our ship-wreck close to the land, in broad day 
light, had collected round us a number of fisher- 
men, all impressed with becoming gratitude towards 
Providence, not so much for having spared our lives, 
as for having destroyed our vessel on their shores. 
Too late however to push our persons back into the 
waves from which we had just emerged, they exerted 
themselves the other way in helpng us on. The 
little money we had in our pockets was employed 
in getting ourselves conveyed, as soon as the 
storm subsided, to Koosha-dasi on the coast of 
Anadoly; but this short voyage completely ex^ 
hausted our finances, and on odr arrival we had 
not a para left 

Nor were we, for the present, in want of a para. 
The Turk, where bigotry interferes not with his 
better feelings, is as charitable as be is confiding. 
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H^ neither attributes good fortune entirely to man^s 
own sagacity, nor ill-luck solely to his imprudence ; 
and neither is apt to listen with suspicion to the tale 
of the indigent, nor to cast blame on the conduct of 
^ the unfortunate. Looking upon adversity as pro- 
ceeding from the same high source from whence 
flows prosperity, — feeling as little degraded by the 
pressure of God^s hand upon him, as elated by its 
support, he confers charity without pride, as he 
asks it without meanness. We therefore, who 
came as supplicants, in Ineed of every thing, found 
every thing wq needed. Every inhabitant vied 
with the rest in supplying our necessities, and pro^ 
viding for our comforts. Hence Welid, who want- 
ed repose, resolved to avail himself for a few days 
of the hospitality so handsomely tendered; while 
I only requested a horse and a guide, to take me 
on to Smyrna. The two animals soon were found, 
and I set off. 

Our halting-place, the first night, was a mean*- 
looking hamlet, situated in a narrow defile. The 
next day, after leaning a little more to the right 
than appeared our due course, we arrived early in 
the afternoon at a largish place in the plain. As 
we were to stop till the next morning, I established 
myself in a coffee-house, while Dimitracki the 
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guide went to look after my horse. Scarce had I 
lighted my pipe and begun to sip my coffee, wheti 
a Tchawoosb, foQowed by two or three peasants, 
iralked in, and summoned me before the Soo- 
bashee.^ 

Where bullying seems to be the thing intended, 
the best way is to be the first Many a man con-^ 
timies troublesome only because he has begtm to 
be so, and knows not how to end. ^^ I have no 
business with your Soo-bashee,*^ said I therefore to 
the messenger — " If he wants me, here I sit"— and 
immediately I squared myself a little more than I 
had done before. Accordingly the Tchawoosh 
went away, and the Soo-bashee came, followed by 
a posse of blackguards of all colors and sizes. My 
own guide Dimitraeki, the greatest of aD, brought 
up the rear, and stood peepng between the elbows 
of those before him. 

I gave the magistrate a nod between civil and 
familiar. He gave me nothing in return, but 
gravely squatting himself down at the other end ci 
the ragged sofa, bade my guide draw near. Dimi- 
tracki advanced, han^g his head, and afraid to 
meet my eyes. " So this man," cried the Soo- 
bashee, addressing him, *' is a Rusman spy.^ 
<^ Nothing can be more certain," answered my 
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giiide^ dearii^ his windpipe, and trying to lode 
resolute. <^ Let him but speak, and you will 
know him to be a Greek by his accent. He is the 
very man who betrayed Oekzakow to the Russians. 
There was Stavros^ and Mavros, and Kokinos, and 
Proto, and Psaro, and Greorgio, and Marcacki, and 
Michaelacki, and Manolacki, and I dosi know how 
many more of us, who witnessed the whole pro- 
ceeding. I know him as I do my father/^ 

A wag here obs^ving that that was not saying 
much, Dimitracki grew angry, corroborated his 
assertion by the most violent oaths, and c^ed upon 
another Greek of the name of Petracki to Toudi 
fbr his veracity. 

Petracki of course confirmed all diat Dimitanidki 
had asserted: he even went further. ^Indeed jour 
wx>rdbip,^ cried he, <^ there is no end to this man*a 
iiaaqdities. For, besides betraying both Oekzakow 
and Bender, it is he — and I have it from the best au« 
thority — ^who assisted the enemy in intercepting, 
near Hissar, your worship^s own boat-load of com.'* 

The affair of Oekzakow and Bender the Soo* 
bashee might perhaps have overlooked, as not 
within his province ; but the com was too much. 
iUmost dioeked with passion : ^< Ah wretch,^ cried 
be ; *'I could stab you with my own hands. 
But I respect the law: I diall therefore txaly send 
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you bound hands and feet to Tireh ; where the Moot* 
sellim, who is my friend, will be sure to see you 
hanged.^. 

^^ No, no !^ cried a parcel of fanatical Osmanlees, 
** we have stones enough for him here !'^ 

I pledged myself to prove my innocence at Sm3rr- 
na ; but I scarce was listened to. *^ Any traitor/^ 
observed the party, ^^ was sure of protection in that 
nest of infidelity, among the Frank Consuls ;^ and 
the' Soo-bashee himself began to be abused for not 
seeing me disposed of on the spot. Either fnght- 
ened or pretending to be so, he called heaven to 
witness he had no hand in what might happen ; 
and then bade me be handed over to the mob, whom 
he told to act as they thought proper. 

So they seemed resolved to do ; for all were draw- 
ing th^r cutlasses. A flourish was all I had left for 
it. Spiridion's pocket book still kept its place in my 
bosom. Solemnly pulling it out : ^* By the dread 
seal of our sovereign inclosed in this case,'^ et- 
claimed I emphatically, ^^ I command you, slaves, to 
disperse. Tremble to impede my progress ! For 
each hair of my head a life shall answer.'^ 

The audience looked aghast, the rioters slunk 
away, and the Aga be^ed to provide me with a 
suitable escort. ^^ I want none, I replied ; an invi- 
idble guardian watches over my safety. The wretch 



ANASTASIUS. 409 

who brought me to this place, alone dball go onward 
with me.'' 

That was exactly what Dimitracki felt least in- 
clined to do. His little scheme had been to appro- 
priate my horse ; and to obviate any opposition on 
my part, he had hit upon the expedient of swearing 
away my life. He now became so frightened that 
he fell upon his knees, and confessed all his un- 
truths. *' He had told them out of sheer loyalty, 
and in reality, I ought to feel obliged to him ; but 
all he asked for, was to go ^ith me no further.^ 
I protested I could not give up his company, and 
had him closely watched, while 1 condescendingly 
accepted a lodging for t)\e night under the Aga's 
roof. 

At sim-rise I again set off, ordering Dimitracki 
to take the lead. I destined him a remembrance 
that should benefit other travellers: but I soon 
found it was easier to shoot him outright than to 
give him a milder correction. The fellow looked as 
strong as a Hercules ; and, though pacing on before 
me in gloomy silence, with his head stuck in his sto- 
mach and his eyes cast on the ground, he seemed 
so constantly on the alert, that it was quite impos- 
sible to take him by surprise. Even when we 
halted to take a little rest, instead of lying down, 
as he had done on the first days, behind the bushes, 
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he stationed himself with his back against a tree^ 
and his face turned to me, so that I could not move 
a fingi^ without his knowledge; and though he pre- 
tended to sleep, it was only with one eye. Every 
time I approached him, he juixq)ed upon his legs, to 
ask me what I wanted. 

At last we came to a pass in the mountains 
which looked propitious to my scheme. Here, 
having succeeded with some management to knock 
the fellow down, and to tie his hands and feet, I gave 
him the destined drubbing with unsparing liberality; 
which done, I left the too ingenious youth securely 
bound, to ruminate at his leisure upon the whole- 
some lesson. Ismir'^s gulph was in rig^t, and fcH*- 
tunately I wanted a guide no longer. 

My first care on arriving was to recover the in- 
surance on the ship-wrecked cargo, made wholly in 
my single name. After some delay, occasioned by 
legal enquiries, affidavits, &c., I got indemnified fcnr 
every bale of cotton put on board. Welid, who 
in the mean time had also made his appearance, de^ 
clined to share in the recovery, as he had refused to 
share in the insurance. It was only by stratagem 
I could make him accept a small port of the pro- 
duce. No way cured, however, by his loss, of hk 
blind confidence in his destiny, he continued to 
commit fresh imprudences, until from the condi** 
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dition of a wealthy merchant he became r^uced to 
that of a poor basket-maker ; but whenever we met, 
he still would lay aside his osier twigs to point to 
heaven and cry out : *^ God is great !^' 

While following up the recovery of my insurance, 
I fdOi in with a curious personage,-^-4i Turk who 
had sought the protection of the French consulate 
at Smyrna. Descended from a Sultana, Isaac-Bey 
had in his boyhood been selected as playmate to 
the pt^sent Sultan. Soon, however, his fickle dis- 
position made him quit the sedusion of the serag- 
lio for the command of a galley • His jovial humour 
and his freedom from Turkish prejudices caused 
him to be much courted in the different sea-ports 
by the Frank merchants ; and their conversation 
inspired him with a wish to behold Christendom. 
All at once Isaac-Bey disappeared from his station^ 
and the next news of the truant came from Naples* 
Some said his frisk had the sanction of his master, 
desirous through his old confidant to exjdore the 
arts of Europe, and to leam which of them might 
be transplanted with success to the Turkish domi- 
nions ; nor was Isaac-Bey at any pains to contra- 
ct the repcMTt. Statesmen, therefore, courted in him 
die favorite of his future sovereign, as the fair did 
the favorite of nature. The genteel Turk became 
the fashioii in Christendom, and every body wanted 
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to see a Frenchified Mc^lemin, who eat an omektU 
au lard, drank champaign, and wore a portrait of 
his Circassian mistress. 

It was entertainining enough to hear Isaac give, 
an account of his journey. " Unaccustomed," 
said he, '^ as I was, to the shocking sight of men 
and women mixing in public, or posture-making 
exhibited otherwise than for hire, how did I stare, 
when, on my arrival in Christendom, I was taken 
to a ball at the house of a Bey. I thought little of 
the dandng. None of the females knew how to 
shake their hips ; but their faces I liked, spite of 
their plastered heads. I went up to the one that 
led off, and watching my opportunity, slipped a 
purse into her hand. I thought she would have 
boxed my ears, and every body turned up their 
eyes in astonishment, the lady being wife to the 
first Visier. In my own mind the impropriety 
rested with herself: but the adventure made me 
cautious how I spole. Before the unsuccessful 
overture, I had secretly destined three or four of 
the damsels present an apartment in my harem on 
the channel; unfortunately, one was thetlaughter 
of the Reis^Effendi, the other the wife of the Cazi- 
Asker,'^ and the third the Spanish embasaadress : so 
I only offered them a pinch of snuff.^ 

" At Rome I went to see. the grand Mufti of 
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the Christians, who bears the same title with our 
Greek papases. He appeared a very modest, weU 
behaved, quiet gentleman. His suite made more fuss 
about him than he did about himself. They dressed 
and undressed him a dozen timies in the middle 
of the church, changed his caps, fed him, and sang 
to him. As I stood a good way from the table, 
which was richly decked out with gold cups and 
candlesticks, I took his cardinals, with their sleek 
faces, their laced petticoats, and their long trains, 
for his wives ; but was told he could not marry, 
though he had his troop of Hoossa^s and Medj- 
boobs^ like our own Sultan: these however he 
keeps, not to guard his harem, but to sing in his 
chapel ; and so dismally do they squall with their 
shrill pipes, that it is called a miserere. Finding 
Rome a very ruinous place, I was glad to leave it.*' 
** From Italy,'' continued the Bey, " where I 
sa^ nothing but priests and cavalier-seroenteSf I 
went to France, where I was pestered by petit- 
mattrea and philosophers : but they so often ex-> 
changed characters, that I never could tell which 
was which. Strangely was my poor Turkish brain 
puzzled on discovering the favorite pastime of a 
nation, reckoned the merriest in the world. It 
consisted in a thing called tragedies, whose only 
purpose is to rend the heart with grief. Should 
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the performance raise a angle smile, the author it 
undone. Much howjpver as I was Udden to cry* I 
could not help roaring out with laughter, when I 
saw a princess in a hoop three yards wide, stick a 
huge pasteboard sword in her whale-bone stays, for 
love of a prince with his cheeks painted aU mer : 
but my bad taste excited great conteQipt. One 
day they took me to a representation of Turks ; as 
if I had not seen real ones enough. I^uckily I did 
not £nd them out : for the fellow in the feathered 
night cap I certainly would have knocked down, 
for daring to travestie our holy Prophet. The 
place called the Opera, with its fine shew of dancing 
girls, pleased me the most of any. The first time 
indeed of my gomg there, on seeing a superb 
palace crumble to pieces, I thought there was an 
earthquake, and ran out as fast as possible, expect- 
ing the whole house to come down about my ears : 
but by degrees I got used to those things, no 
longer minded even the whole stage being on fire, 
and, though I could never think the shew before 
the scenes otherwise than very tiresisme^ often 
thought that behind them exceedingly pleasant.^ 

<< The French are all prodigious talkers ; but those 
who never ceased were a sect called eoonomists. 
They were for making the. country produce nothing 
but what might be eaten: forgetting that men 
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have ejes as well as palates, aad that if the fonner 
find nothuig to feed upon, the latter will consume 
double quantities, — were it only to kill time, — and 
thus turn economy into waste. This I ventured 
to observe : but they shru^ed up their shoulders, 
and said I was a Turk !" 

'^ Being so near England I had a mind to visit 
London. My French friends — I mean of the female 
sex — all opposed the idea of visiting those savage peo- 
ple, for no purpose but to lose all my newly acquired 
good breeding. *^ Life is not long enough,*^ said Ma- 
dame de Mirian, ^^to thaw the icy coldness of their 
first receptic». They will indeed tell you, as they 
did me, that if your lungs can but stand their smoke 
a dozen years, you may be admitted to the honor of 
gtiiring their fire,— that is to say, — of finding your- 
self at home in their chimney comer; but, in the 
mean time, if you dress like themselves, you will be 
left to your own meditations, and if you vary from 
them, were it only in the width of your shoe-straps, 
you will be stifled with impertinent curiosity: to 
say nothing of their churlishness in not admitting 
strangers otherwise than by sea, and prohilxting 
all French articles !^ 

^^ These last instances of ill breeding persuaded 
me: and as I had a French article of which I was 
very fend, I stayed at Paris till the accession of my 
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Imperial master made me return home, and console 
myself for the pleasures I quitted by the honors 
which awaited me.^' 

" The first I received was an order for my exile 
at Lemnos : but this was not the last. My enemies 
accused me of having, in my rambles, not, only ridi- 
culed the laws of the Prophet, but committed the dig- 
nity of the Sultan. So great a crime required the 
greatest punishment. Sitting mournfully in the boat 
in which I fancied myself going to the jdace of my 
banishment, my eye caught the looking glass at the 
prow, and in that mirror the reflection of my 
conductor, seated behind me, just as he was shewing 
the hpatmen how in half an hour my head would be 
bouncing at my feet Judge of my situation* A 
French tragedy was nothing to it. At Paris I 
had quite got out of the habit of that sort of thing !" 

^^ Arrived at the Dardanelles, I was stowed in the 
dungeon of the castle, while my guardians loaded 
the great gun that was to announce to the world 
my happy exit, by the inestimable honor of the Padi- 
shah's own commands. Just at thatmoment, Seid- 
Aly, returned from blockading the Russians in the 
filack-Sea, was pasdng full sail with his squadron 
through the straights. He failed not to claim the 
ancient priviledge of the fleet to liberate a prisoner 
in the castle. But wh&t was his delight to find 
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himself by that means — spite of every opposition— 
the preserver of his old friend. My sudden trans- 
lation &om a dark underground dungeon filled 
with fierce executioners, to a brilliant state cabin 
skimming the waves, in which each face shewed a 
friend, had such an efiect on my sienses, that at 
first I thought the whole business a dream, and 
kept feeUng myself all over — and especially my 
neck — before I coiild believe it a reality.*" 

" Sei'd was giving chace to the pirate Lambro. 
Ere he proceeded, he deposited me in this place, 
under the safeguard of the French flag. I have 
been here some time, but now no longer regret my 
disgrace, since it procures me the inestimable feli- 
city of your acquaintance." . 

At this extravagant compliment I burst out laugh- 
ing, — told Isaac-Bey I was glad to see how much 
he had profited by his travels, and made him laugh 
too. We however became friends in earnest ; and 
while I remained at Smyrna, scarce a day passed 
without our drinking together — ^hidden behind the 
tri-coloured flag newly hoisted — a glass of muscadel 
to the health of the nimble footed nymphs that 
adorn the Paris opera. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Note. 

1. p. 1. Moir: Cairo. 

2. p, 1. Kalish : Canal or cut, communicating with 

the Nile. That which runs through Cairo^ 
and feeds its difiierent birkets or lakes, is 
opened every year with great solemnity, 
when the Nile has attained the requisite 
height. 
S. p. 1. Birkets: excavated ground in and about 
Cairo, transformed, after the rise of the 
Nile, into tanks, on which the inhabitants 
go in boats. 

4. p. 3. Tried to spit in my ovm face : see vol. i. 

chapter 13, note 2. 

5. p. 8. The lake Yusl>ekieh : one of the principal bir- 

kets : surrounded by a number of the most 
considerable mansions of Cairo. 
6.p.7'Franguestan: land of the Franks; name 

given by the Mohammedans to Europe. 
7. p. 10. The felt: which the Mamlukes practice to 
cleave at a single stroke with their 
sabres. 
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Note 

8. p. 11. Seratches: domestics of the Beys, who are 

not slaves. 
9 p. 13. Tchibookdjee : pipe bearer ; from Tchibook 

pipe. 
10. p. 14. Maallim : master ; Arabic form of address 

• to gentry of an inferior description. 
10.* p. 19. ElAzhar: one of the great religious 
foundations at Cairo for the promotion 
of science : but where of course all 
science is discouraged, which is thought 
to militate against the interest of those 
supported by the foundation. 

CHAPTER II. 

1. p. ^^8. CoSimflkam: lieutenant or official represen- 
tative of a public persont^e. The Grand 
Visier, when he takeis th^ command of the 
Turkish army, leaves his Caifmakam at 
Constantinople. 

9. p. 98* Mokhadam: servant who, in Egypti pr^ 

cedes public officers with a staff called 
Nabood, to drive away the mob. 

3. p. 29. Bazirghian : merchant or purveyor of a 

man in office, by whom he is paid in drafts 
on his estates, or govemmeDt* 

4. p 30. Samoor i spotted fur much esteemed in the 

Levant. 
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Note 

5. p. 31. Fellahs: peasants; who in Egypt are all 

of Arabic extraction, and hold the land 
according to different tenures ; though in 
general considered as serfs. 

6. p. 31. Kawasses: servants who follow their mas- 

ters on foot. 
7* p* 32. Shehoods: notables of a village or district. 

8. p. 33. Khandgea : boat for passengers, used on tbe 

Nile. 

9. p. 39. Miri : territorial imposition of Egypt. 

CHAPTER III. 

1. p. 54. Hashish : an intoxicating drug. 

2. p. 56. Haznadar : treasurer ; from hazn^, trea- 

sury. 

3. p. 58. Luxuriant crops \ among the Mohammedans 

slaves are not suffered to let their beards 
grow : this appendage therefore is always 
a sign of freedom ; and generally marks 
official dignity, or at least gravity of de- 
portment. Once having been suffered to 
grow, i]t is thought indecorous, and almost 
profane, again to shave it. 

4. p. 59. Somebody's mother : allusive to an exclama- 

tion of anger, njuch in use among the 
Turks. 

5. p. 62. Kohl : a black and almost impalpable pow- 
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Note 

der, used to tinge the eye-lids, anc) sup- 
posed to strengthen the sight. 

6. p. 62. Tlie Padishah : the emperor : title given 
to the Sultan. 

7* p* 63. Surmeh : another name for Kohl. 

8. p. 63. Henna: a red juice, extracted from a plants 
with which the Bgyptians dye their wo- 
men's toes and fingers, and the Persians 
their horses tails. 

« 

9* p. 65. Almi: the singular of Awali or dingers. 

10. p. 69* Clapping her ha^ : which in the east, 

where servants are always in waiting in 
the room, stands in lieu of ringing the 
bell. 

1 1. p. 69. Tensook .* small tablet of musk or amber. 

CHAPTER IV. 

1. p. 71- Abbah: Arab cloak. 

2. p. 74. A Solomon : it stood in the original : Sulei- 

man, — which is the same name. 

3. p» 77* Bedowee: or Bedoween. 

CHAPTER V. 

!• p. 97* Koobbees : sepulchral chapels. 
2* p. 100. ZaXms : vessels which navigate the Red 
Sea. 
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CHAPTER VI, 

Jl. p. 104. Hadjee : a pilgrim ; from hadj» pilgrimage: 
all Mohatnmedans are enjoined by the 
Prophet to perform that to Mekkah, in 
person, or at least by proxy. 

^. p. 104, Kaaba : the holy house of Mekkah, origi- 
nally built by the angels in Paradise ; 
n its wall is inserted the black stone, 
probably of atmospheric origin, already 
worshipped by the Arabs previous to 
Mohammed, who fonnd the superstition 
in its favor too deeply rooted to contend 
with. 

3. p. 104. Coorban Bayram f festival which takes 

place forty days after that of the Bay- 
ram. 

4. p. 105. KUhr ; a beverage much used in Arabia. 

5. p. 109. Dives .* celebrated magicians. 

6. p. 109. The bird Roc: a fabulous bird of prodigi- 

ous size. 
7* p* 10^ Simoom.' the poisonous wind of the 

desert* 
9. p. 112. The balance Wezn: in which, according 
to the Koran, are weighed man's good 
and evil actions. 
10. p. 115. Btrket-ehhadj : the lake near Cairo, on 
whose banks tbe pilgrims bound for 
Mekkah assemble. 
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Note 

11 p. 117. The Shereef of Mekkah: the prince or 
sovereign of the country. 

IS. p. 118. Djezzar: whom it fell to our lot to de- 
fend against Bonaparte. 

13. p. 118. The Hadj: or caravan of pilgrinois. 

14. p. 119. Bosniac guard: some of the Turkish 

Pashas or governors of provinces have 
Bosniac soldiers for their body guards, 
as others have Albanians, and others 
Koords or Turkmen. 

15. p. 119. Deli'hush: or officer of Delis. 

CHAPTER VII. 
1. p 131. Snaff: cashier, banker. 

CHAPTER VII I. 

1. p. 165. Before the holy doors. In the Greek church 
the priesthood alone enters the sanctuary, 
which is divided from the nave by a 
screen, the doors of which are called the 
holy doors. 

CHAPTER IX. 

1. p. 174. Themfidel hill: on which stands Pera, the 

quarter of the Franks. 
9. p. 179. Capidgee: gentleman usher of the Grand 
Signor. The Capidgees are wont to carry 
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Note 

to the Governom of provinces, the com- 
mands, favors, and bowatrings of the 
Sultan. 
S« p. 182. hkiudar : Scutari; situated opposite Con- 
stantinople, on the Asiatic shore. 

CHAPTER X. 

1 . p. 905. NeorMoiii : rich monastery hi the island 

of Chio. 

2. p* 207* Fi&r di Levante: emphatic epithet of praise 

given by t^e Greek islaaaders to Chio. 

3. p. 917. To the Despots : title ghnen to the Greek 

Bishops. 

CHAPTER XJ. 

1. p. ^O. Reala Bey : the second in <^ommand i^ the 
Turkish navy, after the Capitan Pasha. 

9. p. 258. His body guard of Koords and of Turk' 
men I mountaineers of Anadoly, v/ho 
often carry their tents to a great distance 
from their native provinces, combine a 
predatory with a pastoral life, and form 
the body guard, of the Asiatic Pashas, as 
the mountaineers of Albania form that 
of thegovemors of Turkey in Europe. 

S. p. 954. DelUs : properly madmen : species of 
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Note 

troops whd in the Turkish army act as 
the forlorn hope. 

4. p. 255. Bairdk: company. 

5. p. 266. Tootoondgee : officer who carries the to- 

bacco-poach of a great man. 

CHAPTER XII. 

1. [by mistake 6.] p. 277- JTie seven tomer$: state 

prison of Constantinople^ in which the 
Porte shuts up the ministers of hostile 
' powers, under pretence of protecting 
them from the insults of the mob. 

2. [by mistake 70 p- 28o. The Sultan — in his capacity 

as heir to the Kaliphate. In his wars with 

the Chrbtiati powers the sacred standani 

of the Prophet is always hoisted, as if they 

were only undertaken for the defence of 

Islamism. 

'3. [by mistake 8.] p. 286. Mikmandars : officer who 

in Turkey accompanies embassadors and 

other distinguished travellers as purveyor. 

4. [by mistake 9.] p. 291- Ekatharina, pronounced 

Yekatharina : equivalent among the 
Russians to Evkatharina; the great or 
good^atharina. 

5. [by mistake 10.] p. 293. Boyars : the indigenous 

nobles of Valachia and Moldavia. 
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CHAPTBR Xm. 

Note 
I. p. 296. Roumooms: name wbich thie Valachiam 

give themselyes. 
^. p. 310. Seraakier : give Hoipodar : The first means 
a Turkish general of division ; the latter 
is the title given to the Greek governors 
of Valachia and Moldavia. 

3. p. 312. Diioan Effendee •* Turkish secretary of the 

Hospodar's divan. 

4. p. 317. The Imperial Mamlayer: one of the titles 

assumed by his Turkbh majesty. 

5. p. 324. Anadoly : or Anatoliay^-as it is marked in 

our maps,— is the name given by the 
Turks to Asiatic Turkey. 

6. p. 324. Zeeameih or Ttmar: feudal fiefs, which 

only differ in the number of men pro- 
perly mounted, whom the holders are 
obliged to furnish in war. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

1. p. 338. The contumace: name given by the Aus- 
trians to the custom-houses of the Hun- 
garian passes. 

^. p. 343. Bo^ooA;-der^; beautiful viUage on the shores 
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Note 

of the Bosphonis, chiefly inhabited by 
Frank embassadors and their suite. 

CHAPTER XV. 

1. p. 352. Bim-hauhee : Turkish colonel. 

2. p. 355. A fortnight* $ growth : a new Sultan only 

lets his beard ^ow from the day of his 
accession. 

3. p. 356. Capitana-hey : fir^t in command in the 

Turkish navy after the Capitan Pasha. 

4. p. 365. The single cloud : alluding, I suppose, to 

Hassan's defeat at Tobak. 

5. p. 372. Oda or Orta : Turkish regiment; those of 

the Jenissaries attach great importance 
to the preservation of the vessel in which 
they cook their pilau ; and the officers 
of their kitchen possess, from the head 
cook down to the lowest regimental scul- 
lery boy, their regular rank in the army. 

6. p. 384 The palm of Martyrdom : according to the 

Mohammedan prejudice, the fevor of the 
bow-string conferred by the Kaliph of 
the Faithful, or his representative, ensures 
in the next world all the rewards of mar- 
tyrdom. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Note 

1. p. 400. Yan-gaen-var : the cry of fire in the streets 

of Constantinople. 

2. p. 401. Allah'kierim : God is great ! the usual ex- 

clamation of devotion, or surprise, or 
resignation y among the Mohammedans. 

3. p. 406. The Soo-bashee : inferior officer, com- 

manding a village or small district. 

4. p. 412. The Cazi-Asker: title of the chief magis- 

trate^ among the Turks, and therefore 
probably applied by Isaac-Bey to the Lord 
Chancellor; as the appellation of Reis 
Effendee seems to be to a secretary of 
state ; and that of grand Mufd of the 
Christians, to the Pope. 
5* p. 413. Hoossas and Medjboobs : names given to 
those who are qualified in di£ferent de- 
grees to act as guardians of the harem. 
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